The following article is an abridged version of The Master’s Speech to the Livery, following his election at Common Hall on Thursday, 11th of September

Those who know me say I’m rarely lost for words… Please forgive me today if I struggle. The pride, honour and gratitude I feel in being elected your Master is overwhelming. Thank you!
Thank you to my family, without whose love this would never have happened. Because of geography, this week is the first time we’ve been together in six years. Thank you all for being here, and to my wife Virginia, for joining me as Consort on this rollercoaster. 
It’s 420 years since our Royal Charter in 1605. There’ve been many Masters before me, and I hope many after! History gives us an obligation to those Liverymen who kept the Livery going through the hardest times — the Great Fire and two World Wars among them. We owe them for safeguarding our legacy, and we must protect, nurture and pass it on.
Tradition means inherited patterns of thought and behaviour. I love that the Livery values tradition — Common Hall in September, the Boar’s Head Ceremony when the City stops for us. This year, for the first time in eight years, we have a float in the Lord Mayor’s Show — make sure you don’t miss something spectacular.
The Lord Mayor elect and Mansion House officials do an early morning run-through before the Show — and WCB, for the 50th year, will host them for a full English afterwards. Tradition indeed!
Tradition is good, but if it affects the business, it must be challenged. The Recovery Team, set up two years ago, tackled six years of losses, improving decision making and focus. Thanks to Past Masters Chris Wood and John Allton Jones for their leadership.
Responsibility now lies with the Wardens, Acting Clerk Carla and her team. Our Court Lunches remain the envy of the City — I want us to be, and be seen to be, a friendly Company looking after its own.
My charity this year is Barts Hospital Charity, supporting the Ovacatch Project for early ovarian cancer detection.
Our foundations are stronger — let’s all help safeguard our legacy. I promise, as Master, to do my best for our Livery. All I ask is that you will too.
Thank you.

