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Our initial aims: 

¶ Inform, educate and inspire consumers about beer, beer ingredients, brewing, breweries and 

pubs ς encouraging them to explore and value the rich array of beer tastes and styles 

¶ Inform, educate and inspire tour guides and city hosts about beer and the contribution of the 

brewing, beer and pub industries to the socio-economic life of the city, region and country ς 

with a view to gaining their advocacy as they communicate with visitors 

¶ Support the education of brewers with technical talks and market insights and encourage 

collaboration between breweries and real ale pubs 

¶ Create a link between City of Ale and Sheffield Beer Week to share learnings; create formulas for 

successful events; and build the reputations of the respective cities as go-to destinations for 

beer-lovers 

¶ Use the two-city link as an exemplar for other Beer Cities and Beer Weeks ς and, through the 

National Forum create a collaboration between a number of them to exact further learnings, 

establish best practice and create opportunities 

¶ To promote participating city festivals, encouraging domestic beer tourism, and promoting the 

UK as an international beer, and beer-education destination 
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.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ .ŜŜǊ /ƛǘƛŜǎΩ LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ CƻǊǳƳ 2018 

Norwich: 8-9 October 

 

άaŀƎƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦΦΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ Roger Protz 

άΦΦǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ōŜŜǊ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀƪŜΦέ Leigh Norwood, Cheltenham Beer Week 

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻut programme which gave time for people to tell 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ōŜŜǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ Chris Walkden, Stockport 

Beer Week 

άwŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǘty much thought we 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ Jared Wilson, Nottingham Craft Beer Week 

¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ .ŜŜǊ /ƛǘƛŜǎΩ CƻǊǳƳ was held at the Georgian Townhouse, Norwich on Tuesday 9 

October. The day-long event was preceded by a reception the evening before and was an 

opportunity for beer city and beer week organisers from all parts of the UK to come together to 

share ideas and best practice with a view to collaborating more closely in the future in order to 

promote Britain collectively as an international beer destination. 

The evening reception allowed speakers and presenters to meet in an informal environment over a 

buffet supper whilst sampling real ales donated by five local breweries. There were short speeches 

from three key influencers: Stefan Gurney, executive director of Norwich BID, and vice chair of the 

BID Foundation, who advised on information Beer Cities should give their local BIDs when applying 

for funding. He said that Norwich BID justifies to its stakeholders the sizeable support it gives to City 

of Ale because ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΦ ¢ƻƳ {ǘŀƛƴŜǊΣ /!aw!Ωǎ 

chief of campaigns and communications (now CEO) said that Beer Cities initiatives were just the kind 

ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ άhǳr campaign is all about 
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keeping pubs open and promoting beer, and Beer Cities are all about driving footfall into pubs and 

sampling different and local beers, so I think our members supporting Beer Cities should be a no-

ōǊŀƛƴŜǊΦέ 5ŀǾƛŘ tƻǿƭŜǎΣ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘe Eastern Daily Press gave delegates ideas on how to work 

effectively with local media, how journalists seek good-news stories with interesting angles and how 

well-ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀrly 

when accompanied by great photos. 

Delegates attended the Forum from all corners of the UK and the Republic of Ireland and heard 

speeches and watched presentations from leading figures in beer and brewing and beer journalism. 

tŜǘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-Forum 

survey of beer city organisers. Andrew Daines of Visit Flanders offered an interesting perspective of 

how a region can be successfully marketed as a beer destination. David Wilson of the British Beer & 

Pub Association talked about growing beer and pub tourism and underlined the significant 

contribution of beer and pubs to the national economy. Eight beer week organisers shared their city 

ƻǊ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǇŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ DǳƛƭŘ ƻŦ .ŜŜǊ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ v 

& A plenary session, chaired by Pete Brown with Roger Protz, Adrian Tierney-Jones, Frances Brace 

and Susanna Forbes. 

Significant outcomes from the Forum included unanimous agreement by all the beer city organisers 

to work more closely together in future, sharing templates, tips and tools in order to enhance their 

own festivals. They also included steps being taken by delegates to set up  3 new Beer Weeks or 

Weekends ς Cardiff, Exeter and Lancaster. All presentations, slides etc were set up on the Beer Cities 

website to form the basis of a library/archive to which attendees have password-protected access. 

Evaluations were extremely positive, showing that the Forum had been both timely and needful, 

and a most informative and engaging event (evaluation results are summarised in appendix 6). 

Delegates really welcomed the opportunity to network with each other and sharing ideas and best 

practice were seen to be of enormous value. The evaluation form itself is a valuable research tool, 

and is freely available to download and reuse (or repurpose) under a Creative Commons Licence (see 

the form in appendix 7). 

Future plans are to hold a second Forum (dependent on securing funding) in Sheffield in October 

2019. The website will continue as a repository for all Forum outputs and will also continue to host a 

list of all British Beer Weeks with dates, providing a jump page to all their respective sites. It also has 

a link to a UK map showing all the beer cities which will be updated as new beer weeks are launched. 

Beer Week workshops were one of the most frequently requested items in the evaluations, and the 

organisers are hoping to secure funding to run a ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ άƘƻǿ-ǘƻέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

beer city organisers find out more about the joys and pitfalls of setting up and running their own 

beer weeks. 
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Sheffield Beer Week: 12 ς 18 March Norwich City of Ale: 24 May ς 3 June  

Beer Lectures, Tutored Tastings & Discussions 2018 

A whole host of beer-related events, designed to engage, inform and entertain, took place during 

Sheffield Beer Week and Norwich City of Ale.  

Fem.Ale Tastings @ The Rutland Arms, Sheffield Saturday 10 March 

 

Sheffield Beer Week saw a celebration of women working in the beer industry with a brewsters tap 

takeover event at The Rutland Arms (pictured above), collaborating brews with Ashover and 

Welbeck Abbey breweries, working with consumer group the Ladies That Beer and Fem.Ale 

organiser Erica Horton to host beer tastings.  

 

 

Fem.Ale Festival @ The Plasterers Arms, Norwich Friday 1 ς Sunday 5 June  

In Norwich, Fem.Ale  extended around the city with a beer stand on the market for the duration of 

City Of Ale (in conjunction with Sir Toby's Beers) and events at The Plasterers Arms (pictured above) 

and Redwell Brewery over the second weekend of City of Ale. 
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A Beer Matched Dinner @ Sentinel Brewhouse & Taproom, Sheffield, Thursday 15 March 

Mark Dredge, Beer and Food Writer of the Year 2016 and regular host on Channel 4's Sunday 

Brunch, presented a beer paired dinner with a selection of beers from local Sheffield breweries. 

Prepared by resident wizard in the kitchen, Brendan, each of the four courses showcased a regular 

local food supplier. The menu featured pairings such as Henderson's & Ale Wort Cured Salmon with 

BBNo 01/01 Citra Saison, Whipped Little Mesters Cheese with Sentinel APA American Pale Ale #2, 

Amarillo & Chinook and Pressed Pork Belly, Black Pudding & Apple Jelly with La Chouffe Houblon.  

 

Books & Beer @ Waterstones, Norwich Friday 25 May 2018 

An evening for beer and book lovers, sponsored by Lacons, was held at Waterstones in Norwich. 

Attendees sipped their way through an entertaining and informative hour and a half of beer stories 

and flavours with Roger Protz, Pete Brown, and Adrian Tierney-Jones - all legends of the beer world. 
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Why do Guitars taste like Hops? @ The Walnut Tree Shades, Norwich Friday 25 May 

ά¸ƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴ ƛǎ lying to you. You have more than five senses. And you can hear the difference 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Lt! ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǳǘΦέ  tŜǘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōŜŜǊ ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎǎ ǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻǇ ǘǳƴŜǎ 

and beers for six years and this talk was a mixture of fandom, humour, and genuine neuro-scientific 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ !ǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘΥ ά¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ 

ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΚ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘŀǎǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

taste them like you never have befƻǊŜΦέ 

 

Norwich/Sheffield Beer City Twinning Event @ The Wellington, Sheffield - Sunday 11 March 

Beer Writer of the Year, Arian Tierney-Jones, presented two tutored tasting sessions in Sheffield and 

bƻǊǿƛŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ōƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άbƻǊǿƛŎƘκ{ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘέ ōŜer city twinning event where there were 

tastings of 5 1/3rd's of beers selected from 5 Norwich- based breweries. Adrian presented each beer 

and then led the lively discussion session about their flavours and provenance.  
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5 Moods of Beer/Tutored tasting @ The Rose Inn, Norwich - Saturday 26 May 

The second event was held at the Rose Inn, Norwich and was a tutored beer tasting with a 

difference. Adrian divided five beers into five different moody categories: social, poetic, bucolic, 

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛǾŜΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ōŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ 

friends or one that broods in the corner, plotting murder and mayhem, then this is the beer tasting 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέΦ   

 

Contrast and Compare ς IPA Tasting with Roger Protz @ Kings Head, Norwich Saturday 26 May 

Another well-attended session at the Kings Head saw celebrated beer writer Roger Protz leading a 

comparative tasting of Norfolk Brewhouse and Poppyland beers ς both brewed using the same 

ingredients. The only differences were the brewers (David Holliday of the Norfolk Brewhouse or 

Martin Warren of Poppyland), and whether or not the beers were filtered, collaborative brews, 

along with brewers David Holliday and Martin Warren. Recipes included local foraged ingredients, 

and a revival heritage malt, were tasted, compared and contrasted.  
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Sheffield Heritage Pubs Walk @ Various pubs in Sheffield Tuesday 13 March} 

5ŀǾŜ tƛŎƪŜǊǎƎƛƭƭ όŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ Ψ{ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ wŜŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tǳōǎΩ  ǿǿǿΦǎƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘŎŀƳǊŀΦƻǊƎΦǳƪκǊƘǇ  ŀƴŘ tǳō 

Heritage Officer for Sheffield CAMRA) hosted this walking tour around some of the entries in the 

/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ wŜŀƭ !ƭŜ ό/!aw!ύ Ψ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ wŜŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tǳōǎΩ ōƻƻƪΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

ΨǘǊȅ ŀƭǎƻΩ Ǉǳōǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŜǊƛǘΦ 

 

Live Brew Day @ The Sheffield Tap Tuesday 13 March 

The Tapped Brew Co brewers held a live brew day within the splendid Grecian architecture of The 

Sheffield Tap at Sheffield railway station. Their beautiful copper showcase brewery  is located within 

the refurbished Edwardian First Class Dining Rooms. They took questions and chatted about 

brewing, beer and specifically the use of malt and grains in beer. At 8pm after the brew was finished, 

they handed out samples of some of their Tapped beers.  


