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The church and our subject



A different kind of dispensation



A very personal question



What makes the church the church



She’s not a continuation of Israel



The big differences

Israel’s day

• Law (Jn. 1:17)
• Ongoing sacrifices (Heb.

10:11)
• Earthly (Ex. 3:8)
• Material service (Lev. 1-9)
• Symbolism (Heb. 10:1)
• National (Ex. 3:10)
• Servants and children
• God dwells among (Ex.

25:8)
• Time bound (Rev. 21:1-7)

The church’s day
• Grace and truth
• A finished work (Heb.

10:12)
• Heavenly (Phil. 3:20)
• Spiritual service (1 Pet. 2)
• Reality (Heb. 12:18-24)
• For all (Rom. 10:12)
• Sons (Gal. 4:1-7)
• God in-dwells (1 Cor.

3:16)
• To eternity (Eph. 3:1)



The church is special because she’s ...

• the body of Christ (Acts 9:4; 1 Cor. 12:12)

• God’s building – house and (Eph. 2:19-22)
temple

• the bride – the Lamb’s wife (Rev. 21:1-2,
22:17)

• the flock of God (Jn. 10:11, 16-17)

and ...



The body of Christ

• An organism, not an organisation (1 Cor. 12:13).

• The Lord Jesus is the head of the body (Col. 1:18).

• The body is one but has many members (1 Cor. 12:12)
– there should be unity and variety, not uniformity or
independence.

• There are differences according to gift and
responsibility (Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:12-31; Eph. 4:7-
11; 1 Pet. 4:10-11).

• We should be ‘joints of supply’, seeking to build one
another up (Eph. 4:16; 1 Cor. 14:26; Jude 20).



So what went wrong?

• As in every other dispensation, God’s people haven’t
been faithful to Him and His word.

• But God is faithful to His people.

• So the story of the church’s failure also tells us that
He will help those who want to put the truth of the
church into practice.

• In Revelation 2 & 3, the Lord Jesus calls them
overcomers.



The ‘Jewish’ church

Pre-reformation Post-reformation



Scripture’s picture in Revelation 2 & 3

myrrh – ‘tribulation ten days’

the people’s rights – ‘lukewarm’



So what’s next?

• ‘Come up hither’ (Rev. 4:1; 1 Thess. 4:13-
18) – not wrath but rapture (1 Thess.
1:10, 5:9; Rev. 3:10a).

• The Lord Jesus gave Himself to receive
and present the church to Himself (Jn.
14:3; Eph. 5:25-27) – marriage and
marriage supper (Rev. 19:7, 8)

• The tribulation’s a different dispensation
(Mt. 24:13, 29-31, 37-44; Rev. 3:10b

• We’ll come with Him when He appears
(Col 3:4; Jude 14-15; Rev.19:11-16)



The church’s wonderful future

• The ‘blessed hope and the glorious appearing’ (Titus
2:13)

• As wife the church will reign with Him over the
kingdom (Rev. 21:9-27; Lk. 19:17; 1 Cor. 6:2).

• As bride she will be His for eternity (Rev. 21:1-2).

• Let’s give Him the pre-eminence and keep the unity
of the Spirit now (Mt. 18:20; Col. 1:18; Jn. 17:21-23;
Eph. 4:3).



How do I become a member?

• Remember each one of us is a member of the church
already if we believe on the Lord Jesus

• We cannot be a member if we do not believe on Him
– even if we get baptised and take communion, or
join a denomination or not

• But if we are members, how much does it mean to
us to be part of His church and to have her
wonderful hope?


