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VALIDATION PLAN


FOR THE PROJECT:
Please provide the name of the project activity.

CLIENT.

Please include the name of the client.

DATE:

Include the date when you fill in the validation plan.









CLIENT DETAILS
Include the details of the client.

VALIDATION TEAM DETAILS
	Role
	Qualification in relation to the program
	Name
	Attends visit

	Independent Expert
	Yes
	
	Yes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


OBJECTIVES, SCOPE AND AUDIT CRITERIA:
	Program applied for validation of the project: Plan Vivo Carbon Standard (PV Climate), Project Requirements v5.0.
Validation: evaluation of the project description document with special attention to the baseline, monitoring plan and ex ante calculations of emissions and / or removals and compliance with the PDD delivered by the client and the requirements of the PV Climate V.5 to confirm that such documentation is sound and reasonable and meets the set criteria.
The project validation will be carried out in accordance with the requirements established in the ISO 14064-3:2019 “Greenhouse Gases. Part 3: Specification with guidance for validation and verification on gases”
As a step prior to the preparation of this Plan, the Project Description and the relevant documents that at the discretion of the audit team have been requested for a good organization of the audit were reviewed.
Audit criteria:
The project will be assessed according to the requirements and guidance set by the following documents:
· Project requirements version 5.0
· Methodology requirements version 1.0
· Procedures Manual version v1.0
· Plan Vivo Project Design Guidance version 1.1.
Please also include above the PDD of the project, the methodology follows by the project intervention and any other supporting documentation.

Sampling plan:
In addition to the review of compliance with the requirements of the ISO 14064-2:2019 standard, the development of the validation includes the strategic and risk analysis, evaluating the issues indicated in the ISO 14064-3: 2019 standard by the audit team.
Based on these analyses and considering the requirements of the standards used, the following sampling will be carried out. Said sampling could be modified during the actual development of the validation for the consideration of the audit team: 
General information. Project interventions, Management rights
Stakeholder engagement: Stakeholder analysis, project coordination and Project Participant, Participatory Design, Stakeholder Consultation, Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC).
Project design: Baselines, theory of Change, additionality, carbon benefits, risk management: Environmental and Social Safeguards, achievement of Carbon Benefits, leakage, double counting, key agreements to validate
Monitoring and reporting: Carbon indicators, livelihood indicators, Ecosystem indicators, monitoring plan
Governance and administration: Governances structure and Legal compliance, financial plan
The sample methods will assess the project components that match with key characteristics in the entire documentation to be examined and the requirements of PV. In addition, the sampling was designed to yield insights and observations that closely align with the real context onsite, the current project status and its alignment with the project documentation. 
The sampling aims to check the quantity and type of evidence below:
· To carefully review the Project Description and supporting documentation for conformance to the validation criteria and the consistency among the documents. 
· To examine the baseline data gathered from the determined baseline for Project’s region, spreadsheets used to enter, and compile information required by the methodology.
· To reproduce 100% of sheets in the Project Description and other spreadsheets for the project area crosschecking with used methodology requirements. 
· To reproduce the GHG emissions reductions/removals ex ante calculations presented in the spreadsheets and crosscheck with the Project Description.
· To check 100% the project boundary in the project area for the monitoring period using the GIS database.
· To carefully review the environmental and social safeguards and supporting documentation for conformance to the validation criteria, results considering the standard requirements.


SITE VISIT:
Include a description details of project areas to be visited and the dates when such site visits will take place.
Following table summarizes the activities for validation among others to be carried out during the on-site visit.
Add more rows to the table if necessary:
	
Activity
	
Location
	
Date
	Duration
(hours or day estimated)

	Initial meeting
	
	
	1 h

	Desk review of documents.
Crosscheck of the information in the PDD.
	Project participant Office
	
	-

	Interviews with the PP, other entities, local team, relevant stakeholders, and beneficiaries.
Documented evidence review:  Traceable video recordings, written testimonies, photographs etc.
	


	
	



	Final Meeting
	
	To Determine
	1 to 2 h



The activities to be carried out during the validation are the following:
	Tasks

	1. Desk review of documents by Plan Vivo TAC and Plan Vivo Secretariat

	2. Preliminary findings prior the on-site visit

	3. On site visit (interviews; cross checks of information)

	4. Findings, including CARs and NIRs

	5. Validation on site visit report (after PP provides definitive documentation and the CARs and NIRs from the site visit are closed)

	6. Validation report (after PP provides definitive documentation and the CARs and NIRs are closed)



	Assurance Level
	Reasonable

	Materiality 
	Five percent (5%) as established for projects by PV Climate


REMARKS
The client shall make the necessary arrangements for the interviews mentioned above.
Additional evidence could be request during the auditing process.

	The independent expert confirms that: 

	1. The qualification of the independent expert meets the PV requirements
	|X|

	2. The impartiality form has been completed 
	|X|

	Approved by PV




Date and signature
	Name of the independent expert






Date and signature





ANNEX 1: Sampling plan for the on site visit


As a guideline Plan Vivo suggests using the following recommendations for sampling:
Sampling in plots:
Regarding the sampling approaches during the on-site visit, the verification and validation team can select the following approach:
The minimum number of plots to be visited per validation/verification shall be the square root of the total number of current plots reduced by a factor 0.6, rounded up to the next whole number:
 
y = number of plots to be visited 
x = total number of plots
For example, by applying the above formula the sample size for the plots to be checked during the on site visit of a project that includes 95 plots, in total, will be:

 =6
Therefore, a sample of 6 plots should been randomly selected during the site visit by the IEs. In the field, remeasurements should be taken. The verification team can observe the field team in measuring DBH and the use of GPS. 
Communities/local people to interview.
The aim of this section is to provide a guideline for the process of selecting a validation sample to interview local communities during the validation/verification on site assessment. 

To determine the sample size, the VVBs/IEs should specify in the validation/verification plan, also using its own professional judgement, a representative sampling of the total families/households/farmers to verify the stakeholder engagement and the social indicators.

The IEs shall consider the following issues for the selection of the people to interview:

· Type of activity and project technology;
· Geographical location of the villages/families/farmers;
· Estimated amount of ERRs contained in the reports (stakeholder groups that represent a significant percentage of the total calculation of programme reductions must be visited).

As a general criterion, the number of sample communities should be at least the square root of the total number of communities/families, rounding up to the next whole number.
(for example, 10 families for a 100-family project, 11 families for a 101-family project, etc).

The table below provides the required sample size for different project scenarios. 

Box 1. Example of minimum Size Sample for interviewing local communities.


	Number of communities
	Sample size for communities to be checked
	Number of families living in the sample of communities
	Total people to be checked on site

	30
	6
	100
	10




Box 2. Example of minimum sample size for interviewing farmers

	Number of farmers in the same region
	Total people to be checked on site

	400
	20




The project developer should provide a complete list of the communities/families, so the IEs can make an independent selection based on the sampling plan approach.










As an example: The following table summarizes the stakeholders to interview during the on site visit required for the validation.
	Activity & Information
	Location

	Stakeholders to interview:
-10 farmers (at least 4 women). 
-District Director of Agriculture.
-Consulted NGO’s representative.
-Field technician.
-Rural Development Officer
	Add Province/Community




	Duration of the on-site inspection:  DD/MM/YYYY to DD/MM/YYYY

	Name
	Role
	Organization/Community
	Site location
	Topic
	Date
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