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	Version 1.0
Click to enter a date.
INDEPENDENT EXPERT VALIDATION REPORT TEMPLATE
General Instructions for completing the validation report
PV Climate


The scope of this validation report is to describe how the Independent Expert (IE) assessed that the project meets each requirement of the Plan Vivo Carbon Standard (PV Climate) V.5.
· The IE will need to refer to the requirements, guidance and manuals of Plan Vivo in order to complete this template. Instructions for completing the validation report template are given in each section in this template. The IE should provide this information under each section in this form.

Specific instructions to complete this template:
· Please, do not modify the format of this report.
· All instructions must be followed. Instructions are based on the requirements, manual and guidelines of PV Climate V.5.
· The instructions in this template are the minimum information for the IE to include, if a section is not applicable, explicitly state “N/A” to indicate that the section is left blank intentionally. (the section must not be deleted from the final document).
· Complete this form in English. Prepare all attached documents in English, or if their originals were prepared in other language, provide a full translation of the relevant sections of these documents in English.
· Do not modify or delete the tables and their columns in this form. Add rows to the tables as needed. Add additional appendices as needed.
· All sections must be completed using Calibri,11pt, black, regular (non-italic) font.
· [bookmark: _Ref309397747][bookmark: _Ref315189411]Use an internationally recognized format for the presentation of values. For example, use digits grouping in thousands and mark a decimal point with a dot (.), not with a comma (,).
· All instructions, including this introductory text, must be deleted from the final document.








IE VALIDATION REPORT TITLE
This table should not be longer than one page.
	Project Title:
	Enter the project title.

	Location:
	Enter the country, and district/province(s) where the project region is located.

	Project scale
	☐ Macroscale
☐ Microscale

	Version of this validation report:
	Enter version number of this validation report

	Project Coordinator/ Client
	Enter name and contact details for the project coordinator/client

	Project Participants:
	Enter name and contact details for the project participants.

	Independent Expert:
	Enter name and contact details of the IE.

	Validation Date of Issue:
	DD-MM-YYY Enter date of the issued validation report.

	Project Period (crediting period):
	Enter the start and end date of the project period.

	Methodology:
	State the methodology applied to estimate climate benefits. 

	Expected Carbon Benefit:
	A summary of the expected carbon benefit of the project (in tCO2e).
List the types of PVC that will be generated (i.e. fPVC, rPVC, or vPVC).

	Expected Ecosystem Benefit:
	A summary of the expected ecosystem benefit of the project.

	Expected Livelihood Benefit:
	A summary the expected livelihood benefit of the project.

	Approved by Plan Vivo:
	Enter name of the person inside Plan Vivo that approved the report
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1. [bookmark: _Toc223789280]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc223789281]Objective and Scope
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Explain the objective of the validation. 
As an example:
The purpose of the validation audit activity was to conduct an independent assessment of the project in order to determine whether the project complies with the validation criteria, as set out in the guidance documents listed in Section 1.2 of this report.
The scope of this audit includes a validation of the following issues:
· The project and its baseline scenarios.
· Activities, stakeholder engagement, and processes of the project.
· Management rights.
· The GHG sources, sinks and/or reservoirs those are applicable to the project intervention.
· The types of PVCs that are applicable to the project.
· Agreements, monitoring and reporting.
· The project crediting period.



[bookmark: _Toc223789282]Method and Criteria
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Describe the method and criteria of the validation, including the evidence-gathering plan, used for undertaking the validation.
As an Example:
The validation was performed through a combination of document review, interviews with relevant personnel and an on site visit.
The criteria of this audit included a validation of the projects calculated emission removals with the Plan Vivo requirements and any additional requirements of AFOLU projects, besides the assessment of the additionality and the risk assessment report.
The criterion for validation was the PV Climate V5.0, including the following documents:
· Project requirements version 5.0
· Methodology requirements version 1.0
· Procedures Manual version v1.0
· Plan Vivo Project Design Guidance version 1.1
Unless otherwise indicated, the assessment was performed against the most recent version of the relevant PV documents.



[bookmark: _Toc223789283]Level of Assurance
	[bookmark: _Hlk223360201]This section should be completed by the IE.
Indicate the level of assurance as stated in the V&V PV guidance section 6.6 , limitations, and methods used to support the outcome of future activities in the project interventions. 
As an example:
The assessment was conducted to provide a reasonable level of assurance of conformance against the defined audit criteria and materiality thresholds within the audit scope. Based on the audit findings, a Validation Report: PV Version XX with a positive evaluation statement reasonably assures that the project GHG assertions are materially correct and is a fair representation of the GHG data and information.



[bookmark: _Toc223789284]Summary Description of the Project
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Provide a summary description of the project (no more than one page).
Description of all activities and input needed to implement the project intervention, including species selection, establishment, and long-term management.
State the crediting period over which carbon benefits are estimated.



[bookmark: _Toc223789285]VALIDATION PROCESS
[bookmark: _Toc223789286]Validation team, technical reviewers and approver
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Provide details of the independent expert, technical reviewer, and approver in the following table. If applicable, also identify any trainees.



	Role
	Name
	Involvement in

	
	
	Desk/document review
	On-site visit
	Interviews
	Validation findings

	Independent Expert
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent Trainee
	
	
	
	
	

	Technical reviewer
	
	
	
	
	

	PV Approver
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789287]Document Review
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Describe how the validation was performed as an audit where the project description and any supporting documents were reviewed, cross-checked, and compared with identified and stated requirements. 
List all documents reviewed or referenced during the validation in the Annex 1 of this report below.
As an example:
The Project Description Document submitted by the Project Coordinator was reviewed against the approved methodology and against Plan Vivo requirements. Additional background documents related to the project design, baseline and additionality were also made available before and during the audit. To address the corrective actions and new information request that arose from the desk review, the PP revised the project description document version 1 and developed a final version 3. The supporting documents that were reviewed are all listed in Annex 1 of this report. IE cross checked and compared then with the relevant sections of the PDD.



[bookmark: _Toc223789288]Site visits and Interviews
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Include a description details of project areas visited and the dates when such site visits took place.
Summarize all the interviews, including their roles, conducted during the validation in this table.
Add rows to provide a complete list of the people interviewed during the site visit, including information on the organization they represent and site locations.


	Duration of the on-site inspection:  DD/MM/YYYY to DD/MM/YYYY

	Name
	Role
	Organization/Community
	Site location
	Date
	Audit member

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789289]Sampling approach
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Where a sampling approach is used for the on-site visit, include a description of how the sample size was determined and field check was carried out. See section 4.3 and 6.2 of the V&V Plan Vivo guidance for more references.


[bookmark: _Toc223789290]Resolution of Findings
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Describe the process for the resolution of findings (corrective actions, new information request or other findings) raised during the desk review and the on site visit. 
State the total number of corrective action requests, new information request, forward action requests and other findings raised during the validation.
Summarize all the findings raised during the validation in this table and put a summary of all findings in annex 2 of this report.



	Areas of validation findings
	No. of NIR
	No. of CAR
	No. of FAR

	GENERAL INFORMATION

	Project Interventions
	
	
	

	Management Rights
	
	
	

	STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

	Stakeholder Analysis
	
	
	

	Project Coordinator and Project Participant
	
	
	

	Participatory Design
	
	
	

	Stakeholder Consultation
	
	
	

	Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)
	
	
	

	PROJECT DESIGN

	Baseline Scenario
	
	
	

	Carbon Baseline
	
	
	

	Livelihood baseline
	
	
	

	Ecosystem Baseline
	
	
	

	Theory of change
	
	
	

	Technical specification
	
	
	

	Project activities
	
	
	

	Additionality
	
	
	

	Carbon Benefits
	
	
	

	RISK MANAGEMENT

	Environmental and Social Safeguards
	
	
	

	Achievement of Carbon Benefits
	
	
	

	Reversal of Carbon Benefits
	
	
	

	Leakage
	
	
	

	Double Counting
	
	
	

	AGREEMENTS

	Land Management Plans
	
	
	

	Benefit Sharing Mechanism
	
	
	

	Grievance Mechanism
	
	
	

	Project Agreements
	
	
	

	MONITORING AND REPORTING

	Carbon indicators
	
	
	

	Livelihoods indicators
	
	
	

	Ecosystem Indicators
	
	
	

	Monitoring Plan
	
	
	

	Reporting and record recording
	
	
	

	GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

	Governance Structure and legal compliance
	
	
	

	Financial Plan and Management
	
	
	

	Others (please specify)
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789291]Forward Action Requests
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Provide details of any forward action requests raised during the validation, for the future of the following verification of the project interventions. No more than 3 FARS can be raised during the validation process.



[bookmark: _Toc223789292]Public Comments
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Quote each submitted feedback word for word before responding, i.e. no summarising the public consultation feedback. Include the name of the person who submitted the feedback. Or say "anonymous" if they have wished to remain anonymous.
Assess whether the project proponent has taken due account of all and any comments and provide an overall conclusion regarding public comments.


[bookmark: _Toc223789293]VALIDATION FINDINGS
[bookmark: _Toc223789294]GENERAL INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Toc223789295]Project Interventions
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify, discuss and justify conclusions regarding each project interventions and demonstrate that livelihood benefits to project participants and other local stakeholders exceed direct benefits from the sale of Plan Vivo Certificates or employment in project activities. 
Provide a general conclusion regarding whether why they are expected to provide long-term increases in carbon storage or reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and have positive impacts on local livelihoods and ecosystems.



[bookmark: _Toc223789296]Management Rights
Project Boundaries
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify and discuss the boundary of the project region(s) and/or initial project area(s). Provide an assessment of the evidence provided to demonstrate the project region and project area boundary.
As an example of validation assessment:
The project intervention is located in “host country”, the validation team assessed the location of the project against the geospatial data files version 02 /1/ (this reference is linked to Annex 1 of this report) and consider the location of the project correct. 



Land and Carbon Rights
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify and justify the ownership, tenure, user rights or management rights of the project area(s), and how these relate to the carbon rights of project participants. Also, demonstrate how the validation team assessed that the project participants have customary rights to the project area(s) e.g the legal basis or procedures to formalise the rights. Add a row for each project area, or project area type.



Table 1. Land and Carbon Rights
	Project Area
	Ownership and user rights status

	Carbon rights
	Validation Assessment

	Add a row for each project area or group of project areas with the same type of ownership and user rights.
	Describe the ownership, tenure, user rights or management rights held by the project participants or other stakeholders.
	Describe the ownership of carbon rights from land/marine use activities in the project area(s).
	Describe the steps taken to validate the land rights and carbon rights. Include details of documentation assessed (e.g., customary title documents) link this documentation with Annex 1 and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 


	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789297]STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
[bookmark: _Toc223789298]Stakeholder Analysis
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify, justify and provide the assessment of the main stakeholder groups, secondary stakeholder groups, indigenous people and local communities that could influence or be affected by the project. 
Describe the steps taken to validate:
· The local stakeholder identification process. the relationship of each stakeholder group to the project and state whether they are considered local stakeholders or secondary stakeholders.
· Identification of the any Indigenous Peoples or local communities that have statutory or customary rights to land or resources in the project area(s). 
· Impacts and influence whether the stakeholder group will be positively or negatively influence the project.
· Identification and description of their governance structure and decision-making processes, including details of the involvement of women and marginalized or vulnerable groups.
· Identification and description any past or ongoing disputes over land or resources in the project area(s) and provide details of how the project coordination/participant response to the inputs and provide an explanation of how the project coordinator´s responses are appropriate.
Provide an overall conclusion regarding whether the project has correctly identified the local stakeholder groups, their impacts by the project intervention and in case of disputed land or resources a correct response from the project coordinator/project participant has been taken into account. 
As an example of validation assessment:
The project coordinator has made an accurate identification of the stakeholders and the validation team deems it correct. Regarding the disputes over land there was one problem and the project proponent answered to the inputs of local people in an appropriate way. The validation team during the on site visit interviewed the local communities “name of the communities interviewed” and it was cross checked that the project coordinator´s responses are appropriate.
The” IE” considers that the project coordinator “name of the project coordinator” has correctly identified the local stakeholder groups and their impacts by the project intervention.





Table 2. Stakeholder Analysis and Evaluation
	[bookmark: _Hlk138158552]Stakeholder Group
	Stakeholder Type
	Impact
	Influence
	Validation Assessment 

	Add a row for each stakeholder group. 
	Identify whether the stakeholder group is a local stakeholder or secondary stakeholder. Also include indigenous people and local communities here.
	Describe whether the stakeholder group will be positively or negatively impacted by the project and state the expected level of impact (i.e. High, Moderate, or Low)
	Describe whether the stakeholder group will be positively or negatively influence the project and state the expected level of influence (i.e. High, Moderate, or Low)
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to evaluate the stakeholder group and its impact) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 


	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789299]Project Coordination and Project Participant
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify the project coordinator organisation, that play a role in project coordination and management and project participants.
Describe the steps taken to validate: 
The identification of project participants (Type I, Type II) and their location of resident in relation to the project area. If the project includes any Type II participants, describe how were assessed that the project areas they manage: i) Collectively make up less than 30% of the total Project Area at all times; ii) Were not acquired from smallholders or community groups for the purpose of inclusion in the Project; and iii) Have clear benefits to the Project, for example by increasing connectivity or benefits to local communities.
· The skills and experience of the project coordinator to allow for appropriate engagement with any indigenous vulnerable or disadvantaged peoples in the project region.
· If monitoring and patrolling is supported by the government (Memorandum of Understanding) how this was validated.
· The measures to ensure that there is no discrimination based on gender, age, ethnicity, religion or social status when selecting project participants; and to reduce potential for tensions or disputes within or between communities.
Provide an overall conclusion regarding whether the project coordination and Management and project participants are correctly justified for the project (Include details of documentation assessed (e.g., company registration certificate, signed agreements, MoU) and observations/interviews made during the site visit.



[bookmark: _Toc223789300]Participatory Design
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify the participatory process followed to develop the project logic involving representatives of potential project participants and other local stakeholders. 
Include details of the evaluation of any measures to ensure the inclusion of those that may normally be excluded or marginalized because of gender, age, ethnicity, religion, or social status and to ensure that their concerns and aspirations were consistently understood and considered.
Include details of documentation assessed (e.g., as attendance lists, photographs, and videos) and observations/interviews made during the site visit).
Provide an overall conclusion regarding whether the stakeholder involvement in the participatory design process is correctly justified for the project.



[bookmark: _Toc223789301]Stakeholder Consultation
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Explain how the local stakeholder consultation, took place during the design phase of the project process and how will be consulted throughout the project period.
Including details of the validation of:
· How and when each of the stakeholder groups listed in Section 3.3, table 2, was informed of the project and given the opportunity to provide feedback on the project interventions and project logic; 
· Summarize any stakeholder input received during the local stakeholder consultation. Assess whether the project proponent has taken due account of all and any input and provide an overall conclusion regarding local stakeholder input and provide an explanation of how the project proponent’s responses are appropriate.
· Processes to ensure ongoing communication and consultation, throughout the project period and how the stakeholders can provide feedback and raise issues or concerns about the project.
Therefore, provide a validation conclusion regarding whether the project coordinator has consulted correctly to the stakeholders at the beginning of the project and if a correct design has been made for the future consultations.



[bookmark: _Toc223789302]Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify the any national legislation or legal obligations under the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), International Labour Organization Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention 169 (ILO 169), or other FPIC legislation applicable to the project region and the FPIC process.
Describe the steps taken to validate: 
· The relevant of the national legislation/standard to the project.
· The FPIC process that has been followed for the initial project areas. And specifically to enable a collective decision by Indigenous Peoples and local communities with statutory or customary rights to land or resources in the initial project are.
· The information provided prior to making any decision; ii) the decision-making process and timeline defined by the rights holders; iii) the stakeholder representatives involved and how they were chosen; and iv) any measures to ensure the involvement of women and marginalised vulnerable and/or disadvantaged people. 
Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. signed meeting minutes and attendance lists) and observations/interviews made during the site visit.
Provide an overall conclusion regarding whether the FPIC legislation identification and process is correctly justified, accurate, complete for the project and provides an understanding of the nature of the project.



[bookmark: _Toc223789303]PROJECT DESIGN
[bookmark: _Toc223789304]Baselines
[bookmark: _Toc223789305]Baseline Scenario
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify the baseline scenario, the expected future land use and land management of the project areas(s) in the absence of project intervention(s) and describe the steps taken to assess that it has been selected correctly in accordance with the approved methodology.
If the procedures for identifying the baseline scenario have been correctly followed and the identified scenario reasonably represents what would have occurred in the absence of the project.
Include details of documentation assessed and observations/interviews made during the on-site visit.
Provide an overall validation conclusion regarding whether the baseline scenario is correctly justified for the project intervention.



[bookmark: _Toc223789306]Carbon Baseline
	[bookmark: _Hlk223416861]This section should be completed by the Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the summary of net-greenhouse gas emissions from all initial project areas under the baseline scenario for each year of the first crediting period. 






Table 3.Total net-greenhouse gas emissions under the baseline scenario
	Year
	Baseline emissions
(t CO2e)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789307]Livelihood Baseline (initial status and expected change)
	This section should be completed by the IE.
For each of the local stakeholder groups identified in Section 3.3, table 2, identity and provide descriptions of livelihood status immediately prior to the start of the project and how livelihood status is expected to change under the baseline scenario. Include details of the how it was assessed the access to and main uses of land and natural resources, typical assets, income levels and sources, livelihood activities, and other factors important in the context of the project region.
Provide an overall validation conclusion regarding whether the expected livelihood change is correctly justified, accurate and complete for the project. Include the evidence cross checked and/or if observations/interviews were made during the on site visit.



[bookmark: _Toc223789308]Ecosystem Baseline (initial and expected change)
	This section should be completed by the IE.
For each project region, identify the ecological conditions immediately prior to the start of the project and the expected ecosystem change under the baseline scenario. Include details of the main ecosystems and habitat types present, and any species of conservation concern known or thought to be present. Include details of how it was assessed the ecosystem baseline.
Provide an overall validation conclusion regarding whether the expected ecosystem baseline is correctly justified for the project. Include the evidence cross checked and/or if observations/interviews were made during the on site visit.



[bookmark: _Toc223789309]Theory of Change
[bookmark: _Toc223789310]Project Logic
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify a summary of outputs and activities as required. Activities must include all activities needed to implement project interventions and risk mitigation measures. If the project interventions include harvesting of trees, include details of replanting or regeneration after harvest.
Include details of how it was assessed the project logic of the project.
Provide an overall validation conclusion regarding whether the project logic is correctly justified, accurate and complete for the project. Include the evidence cross checked and/or if observations/interviews were made during the on site visit.



[bookmark: _Toc223789311]Technical Specification
	For each project intervention, identify, discuss and justify the below sections of technical specifications.



[bookmark: _Toc223789312]Project Activities
	This section should be completed by the IE and PV Secretariat.
Identify in table 4 a summary of the project activities and inputs for each project intervention. 
Include details of how it was assessed the project activities of the project.
Provide an overall validation conclusion regarding whether the project intervention is correctly justified for the project. Include the evidence cross checked and/or if observations/interviews were made during the on site visit.



Table 4 Project Activity Summary
	Project Intervention
	Project Activities
	Inputs
	Validation Assessment

	Enter the name of the project intervention. 
	Enter a summary of the activities needed to implement the project intervention.
	Enter a summary of the inputs that will be provided to implement the project activities.
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the activities needed to implement the project intervention) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 

	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789313]Additionality
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the main barriers to project implementation and how they will be overcome for each project intervention. Describe the steps taken to validate the additionality assessment in accordance with the approved methodology.
Provide an overall conclusion regarding whether additionality is correctly justified for the project.
Provide sources of information (supporting evidence for the additionality assessment) and steps taken to cross-check data used in the additionality demonstration.







Table 5 Additionality Assessment Summary
	Project Intervention
	Main Barriers
	Activities to Overcome Barriers
	Validation Assessment

	Enter the name of the project intervention. This must correspond to the title of a technical specification included in Annex 7 of the PDD.
	Enter a summary of the main barriers project participants face to implementing the project intervention in the absence of the project. 
	Describe how the project will enable project participants to overcome the barriers identified.
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the additionality of the project intervention) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 


	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789314]Carbon Benefits
	This section should be completed by PV Secretariat.
Identify the summary of the expected carbon benefits from each project intervention over the first crediting period. Full details of how the procedures were validated for estimating carbon benefits, following an approved methodology must be provided. 
This may include the following a summary of how the information of the technical specifications from Annex 4 of the PDD were validated:
Carbon Pools and Emission Sources
List the carbon pools and emission sources included in the estimation of carbon benefits and provide justification for any excluded carbon pools or emission sources.
Baseline Emissions/Removals
Provide full details of the calculation of baseline emissions/removals for each baseline scenario the technical specification is applicable to, following an approved methodology. Include details of all assumptions and data sources and demonstrate that these meet the requirements of the approved methodology. Include a spreadsheet with all calculations.
Expected Project Emissions/Removals
Provide full details of the calculation of expected project emissions/removals, following an approved methodology. Include details of all assumptions and data sources and demonstrate that these meet the requirements of the approved methodology. Include a spreadsheet with all calculations.
Potential Leakage
Provide full details of potential leakage estimation, following an approved methodology. Include details of all assumptions and data sources and demonstrate that these meet the requirements of the approved methodology. Include a spreadsheet with all calculations.
Uncertainty
Provide full details of uncertainty assessment, following an approved methodology. Include details of all assumptions and data sources and demonstrate that these meet the requirements of the approved methodology. Include a spreadsheet with all calculations.
Expected Carbon Benefits
Provide full details of calculation of expected carbon benefits, following an approved methodology. Include details of all assumptions and data sources and demonstrate that these meet the requirements of the approved methodology. Include a spreadsheet with all calculations.



Table 6 Validated Carbon Benefits Summary in the crediting period
	Project Intervention
	Baseline Emissions
(t CO2e/ha)
	Project Emissions 
(t CO2e/ha)
	Leakage Emissions
(t CO2e/ha)
	Carbon Benefit
(t CO2e/ha)

	Enter the name of the project intervention. 
	Enter validated expected emissions for each baseline scenario the project intervention is applicable 
	Enter validated expected emissions with the project intervention (use negative emissions to indicate removals)
	Enter validated expected leakage emissions.
	Enter validated expected carbon benefit.

	
	
	
	
	



Table 7 Validated Plan Vivo Certificate Potential
	Project Intervention
	Carbon Benefit
(t CO2e/ha)
	Project Area
(ha)
	Total Carbon Benefit
(t CO2e)
	Risk Buffer
(t CO2e/ha)
	Potential PVCs
(t CO2e)

	Enter the name of the project intervention. 
	Enter validated expected carbon benefit.
	Enter validated project area 
	Enter the total validated carbon benefit expected. This is the product of Carbon Benefit and Project Area.
	Enter the validated Risk Buffer. This is 20% of the Total Carbon Benefit.
	Enter potential Plan Vivo Certificates. This is Total Carbon Benefit minus the Risk Buffer.

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789315]Risk Management
[bookmark: _Toc223789316]Environmental and Social Safeguards 
Exclusion List
	This section should be completed by the IE and PV Secretariat.
Indicate how the exclusion List of Annex 8 of the PDD, was assessed and describe the steps taken to validate the exclusion activities.
Provide an overall conclusion regarding whether the exclusion list is correctly justified for the project.






Environmental and Social Screening
	[bookmark: _Hlk223418089]This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Describe the steps taken to validate the total significance in the risk area identified in the environmental and social risk screening.
For each risk area, in the validation assessment column, provide the following information:
· An assessment of all rationale, assumptions and justifications used to support the significance score.
· An assessment of any documentation and data provided to support the significance risk.
· A conclusion regarding the appropriateness of the significance risk. 
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the complete environmental and social screening report is correctly justified for the project intervention.



Table 8 Environmental and Social Risks
	Risk Area
	Significance 
(low, moderate, severe, high)
	Validation Assessment

	Vulnerable Groups
	
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the environmental and social screening of the project intervention) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 


	Gender Equality
	
	

	Human Rights
	
	

	Community, Health, Safety & Security
	
	

	Labour and Working Conditions
	
	

	Resource Efficiency, Pollution, Wastes, Chemicals and GHG emissions 
	
	

	Access Restrictions and Livelihoods 
	
	

	Cultural Heritage
	
	

	Indigenous Peoples
	
	

	Biodiversity and Sustainable Use of Natural Resources
	
	

	Land Tenure Conflicts
	
	

	Risk of Not Accounting for Climate Change
	
	

	Other – e.g. Cumulative Impacts
	
	



Environmental and Social Assessment
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the scope of the assessment of environmental and social risks and impacts, including the geographical scope of the project, the project activities and potential risks and impacts assessed (and criteria for this), national legislation and international Environmental and Social Standards used as point of reference, and the safeguard plans developed.
Describe the steps taken to validate: 
· The methods used to and assesses the significance of potential environmental and social risks and impacts, and develop measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate these impacts – including descriptions of consultations with affected communities, local stakeholders, and vulnerable and/or disadvantaged people; clear assessment criteria; and sampling strategy and methods. 
· The identification of the project staff or other experts that conducted the environmental and social assessment and provide a summary of their relevant skills and experience, including details of understanding of the local context and socioeconomic conditions and familiarity with international Environmental and Social Standards, impact assessment, and the development associated safeguard plans.
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the environmental and social assessment report is correctly justified for the project activity.



Environmental and Social Management Plan
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the mitigation measures in place to address environmental and social risks and impacts. 
Describe the steps taken to validate: 
· The mitigation measures that can be cross-checked with plans or protocols. Where a mitigation measure is a plan (e.g. a community engagement plan), the activities for this plan need to be included in the project design and budgeted for. If a standalone plan, such as a stakeholder engagement plan, or livelihoods restoration plan, or protocol (e.g. H&S protocol) is the mitigation measure, simply list this plan or protocol and ensure that it is annexed to the validated PDD.
· Mitigation measures should include compensation measures (including for example livelihood restoration) if Local Stakeholders are negatively affected by Project Interventions and negative impacts cannot be fully mitigated.
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the environmental and social Management Plan is correctly justified for the project activity.



Native Species
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify any non-native tree species that will planted or other non-native plant or animal species that will be introduced to project. For each non-native species, provide an assessment of how it was validated that that they pose no environmental risk or threat to the project intervention.
Provide an overall validation conclusion if the non-native species are correctly justified in the project intervention.







Table 9: Validated Non-Native Species Overview
	Project Intervention
	Non-Native Species Planted/ Introduced
	Validation Assessment

	Enter the name of the project intervention that involves planting or introduction of non-native species
	Add a row for each non-native species planted or introduced as part of the project intervention
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate that the non-native species do not pose any environmental risk or threat or describe measures in place to mitigate risks.
) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 




	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789317]Achievement of Carbon Benefits
	This section should be completed by Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Indicate if the project will generate fPVCs or rPVCs, state the proportion of carbon benefits that will be held as insurance against non-achievement of carbon benefits (minimum is 10%). 
Provide an overall conclusion if the achievement of carbon benefits is correctly justified, accurate and complete for the project intervention.



[bookmark: _Toc223789318]Reversal of Carbon Benefits
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Describe the steps taken to validate the total score of the risk factor to reversal of the Carbon Benefits achieved by the project and if the stated mitigation measures are in place.
Provide a description supported by evidence of the likelihood the risk factor will lead to reversal of the Carbon Benefits achieved by the project, If the stated mitigation measures are in place.
Also described how the Mitigation Measures has been assessed to reduce the impact or likelihood of the risk factor. 
In the Score column, if the score is greater than 4 clarify how the additional mitigation measures have been assessed to reduce the risk.
For each risk factor, in the validation assessment column, provide the following information:
· An assessment of all rationale, assumptions and justifications used to support the risk score.
· An assessment of any documentation and data provided to support the risk score.
· A conclusion regarding the appropriateness of the risk score. 
Provide a concluding statement regarding the determined value of the overall risk rating.



Table 10 Risk of Reversals
	Risk Factor
	Mitigation Measures*
	Score
	Validation assessment

	Land tenure and/or rights to climate benefits are disputed
	
	
	

	Political or social instability
	
	
	

	Community support for the project is not maintained
	
	
	

	Insufficient finance secured to support project activities
	
	
	

	Alternative land uses become more attractive to the local community
	
	
	

	External parties carry out activities that reverse climate benefits
	
	
	

	Fire
	
	
	

	Pest and disease attacks
	
	
	

	Extreme weather or geological events
	
	
	

	Capacity of the project coordinator to support the project is not maintained
	
	
	

	Technical capacity to implement project activities is not maintained
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789319]Leakage
	This section should be completed by Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the risk of leakage and leakage mitigation measures for each project intervention and clarify if the estimation of leakage of each project intervention for each project follows the approved methodology.
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the leakage is correctly justified for the project intervention.





[bookmark: _Toc223789320]Double Counting
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify if any greenhouse gas emission reduction and removal projects, programmes or initiatives that overlap with the project region(s) and explain the steps taken to validate why there is no potential for generating transferable emission reduction or removal credits from carbon pools or emission sources included in the project. 
Provide an overall conclusion that the project does not generate double accounting of carbon benefits in the project region. 



[bookmark: _Toc223789321]Key Agreements to validate
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Describe the steps taken to validate:
· If the correct land management plans have been developed by the project participants.
The process through which an agreed benefit sharing mechanism was developed with project participants. Specially:
1) the percentage allocation of income from the sale of Plan Vivo Certificates to different stakeholders.
2) measures in place to ensure that at least 60% of income from the sale of Plan Vivo Certificates will directly benefit project participants and other local stakeholders; 3) how and when benefits to project participants will be received; 4) the mechanism and any dependencies for dispersal of funds and/or other benefits to project participants including monitoring responsibilities, targets and corrective actions.

· The mechanism through which grievances raised by all stakeholders are reported and resolved in a transparent, fair, and timely manner. 
· The process for entering into project agreements between project participants and the project coordinator following FPIC principles. 1) Specially, that the minimum requirement are met in the agreements:  1) covers the entire crediting period, or that is extendable to cover the entire crediting period. 2) estimates of the expected annual carbon benefit from the project area(s) for each year of the crediting period; 3) clauses that give the project coordinator the right to sell plan vivo certificates on behalf of the project participant, and that prevent the project participant from generating any other type of carbon credit from the same project interventions; 4) a summary of the benefit sharing mechanism with details of the minimum amount the project participant is eligible to receive if monitoring targets and other dependencies are met, and consequences if targets are not met; and 5) a description of the grievance mechanism and how it can be accessed by the project participant.



[bookmark: _Toc223789322]MONITORING AND REPORTING
[bookmark: _Toc223789323]Indicators
[bookmark: _Toc223789324]Carbon Indicators
	[bookmark: _Hlk223420467]This section should be completed by Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the carbon indicators that will be monitored for each project intervention. Include full details of the cross check made for the validation of them.
For each indicator that will be used to monitor carbon benefits, describe the steps taken to validate the following issues:
· Measurements and calculations.
· The data sources and measurement approaches meet the requirements of the approved methodology
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the carbon indicators are correctly justified for the project intervention.


	Project Intervention
	Carbon Indicator
	Validation assessment

	Enter the name of the project intervention. 
	Add a row for each indicator that will be monitored to assess the carbon benefit of the project intervention.
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the carbon indicators of the project intervention) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 


	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc223789325]Livelihood Indicators
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify the livelihoods indicators that will be monitored for each project intervention. Include full details of the cross check made for the validation of them.
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the livelihood indicators are correctly justified for the project activity.



	Livelihood Indicator
	Validation Assessment

	Describe the indicator that will be monitored to assess livelihood status or social risks.
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the livelihoods indicators of the project intervention) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 

	
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789326]Ecosystem Indicators
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Identify the ecosystem indicators that will be monitored for each project intervention. Include full details of the cross check made for the validation of them.
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the ecosystem indicators are correctly justified for the project intervention.



	Ecosystem Indicator
	Validation assessment

	Describe the indicator that will be monitored to assess ecological conditions or environmental risks.
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the ecosystem indicators of the project intervention) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 

	
	




[bookmark: _Toc223789327]Monitoring
[bookmark: _Toc223789328]Monitoring Plan, Process and Sharing results
	This section should be completed by the IE and Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the plans to monitor the progress, carbon, livelihood, and ecosystem indicators described in the above tables. Describe the steps taken to validate the following issues:
· The monitoring approaches, sample selection, frequency of assessment, groups or individuals responsible for monitoring, and resource and capacity requirements.
· The planned verification schedule for the project and confirm that the carbon indicators described in the table will be monitored throughout the crediting period. 
· For each of the livelihood indicators listed in Section 3.23, identify targets for each period of 5-years (or less) throughout the crediting period. E.g. if the project has a 10-year crediting period, as a minimum targets should be provided for years 5 and 10 of the crediting period
· For each of the ecosystem indicators listed in Section 3.24, identify targets for each period of 5-years (or less) throughout the crediting period. E.g. if the project has a 10-year crediting period, as a minimum targets should be provided for years 5 and 10 of the crediting period
· Plans for sharing livelihood and ecosystem monitoring results with all stakeholders, receiving feedback on the likely causes of any trends identified and their relationship to project activities, and adjusting project activities to address any issues identified. 
Provide an overall conclusion regarding the compliance of the monitoring plan to the requirements of the approved methodology.



[bookmark: _Toc223789329]Reporting and record keeping
	This section should be completed by Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Identify the planned annual reporting schedule for the project, with details of the start and end date of the first reporting period and planned annual report submission date.
Identify how details of project agreements, land management plans, geographic locations of project areas, monitoring results, and Plan Vivo Certificates issued will be recorded and stored. 
Provide an overall conclusion regarding if the correct annual reporting and record keeping will be made for the project interventions.



[bookmark: _Toc223789330]GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
[bookmark: _Toc223789331]Governance Structure and Legal Compliance
	This section should be completed by the IE.
Describe the steps taken to validate the following issues:
· The project’s governance structure and decision-making process with details of how input from project participants is managed.
· The project’s procedures and employment policies with details of opportunities for local people.
Complete Table 11 to identify all national and international policies, laws and regulations that affect the project, and demonstrate in the validation assessment column that the project will operate in full compliance with these.
Include how the letter of approval from the authorities, which states that the project does not violate any national or regional laws or regulations was assessed.
Provide a validation conclusion regarding the compliance with national and international laws and regulations if are correctly justified for the project intervention.



Table 11: Legal and Regulatory Compliance
	Policy, Law or Regulation
	Relevance
	Validation Assessment

	Add a row for each relevant policy, law or regulation that applies to the project
	Describe the relevance of the policy, law or regulation
	Include details of documentation assessed (e.g. Select which document of Annex 1 was used to validate the legal compliance of the project) and observations/interviews made during the site visit. 


	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc223789332]Financial Plan and Management
	This section should be completed by Plan Vivo Secretariat.
Describe the steps taken to validate the following issues:
· How the finance required to fund all project operating and management costs will be obtained.
· The detailed financial plan with full costing of all project activities, benefit sharing commitments¡ and monitoring and verification activities for the first crediting period; and details of expected revenues from sale of Plan Vivo Certificates and other sources. 
· Describe the financial procedures in place for managing income and expenditure of finance generated from the sale of Plan Vivo Certificates. 
· Planned audits of project finances by an independent financial auditor certified by a nationally recognised regulatory body.
Provide a concluding statement regarding if the financial plan is correctly justified for the project intervention.



[bookmark: _Toc223789333]VALIDATION OPINION
	This section should be completed by Plan Vivo Secretariat. 
The validation report will include a summary validation opinion, as to whether:
-The project documents represent an accurate and clear description of the project and its activities. 
-Based on an objective assessment of the project, the project meets the PV Climate V.5.
A project may receive a positive validation opinion when all the CARs and NIRs have been closed.
Provide a validation opinion regarding whether project interventions are expected to provide long-term increases in carbon storage or reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and have positive impacts on local livelihoods and ecosystems.
As an example:
The validation team has performed the validation of the “project name” and has verified that the project is in compliance with the PV Climate V.5. without qualifications or limitations. 
The validation process was performed on the basis of all issues and criteria of PV Climate V.5.
The conclusions of this report show that the project, as it was described in the project documentation, is in line with all criteria applicable for the validation. The review of the project design documentation and additional documents related to baseline and monitoring methodology; and the subsequent background investigation, follow-up interviews and review of comments by local stakeholders have provided the “IE” with sufficient evidence to validate the fulfilment of the stated criteria. 
In detail the conclusions can be summarized as follows: 
- The project is in line with all criteria of the PV Climate V.5.
- The project additionality is sufficiently justified in the PDD. 
- The Monitoring Plan is transparent and adequate.
- The analysis of the baseline emission, project emissions and leakage has been carried out in a 
transparent and conservative manner.
-The project is likely to achieve estimated carbon storage or reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.
Date of the validation report:
Name and Signature of the lead validator:







[bookmark: _Toc223789334]Annexes
[bookmark: _Toc223789335]Annex 1 – Documents reviewed or referenced
	No.
	Author
	Title and version
	Provider


	1
	Consultancy firm
	Geospatial data files version 02
	PP

	2
	
	Project coordinator´s registration certificate and signed agreements with partner organization
	

	3
	
	Carbon benefit spreadsheet
	

	…
	
	Attendance list, photographs, signed meeting minutes
	

	
	
	Project Agreements 
	

	
	
	Stakeholder grievance procedure
	

	
	
	Benefit sharing mechanism procedure
	

	
	
	Land management plans
	

	
	
	Monitoring results
	

	
	
	Letter of approval from the authorities 
	

	
	
	Detailed financial plan V2
	



[bookmark: _Toc223789336]Annex 2 – New information requests, corrective action requests and forward action requests
Table 1. NIRs from this validation
	NIR ID
	xx
	Section no.
	
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	Description of NIR

	

	Project participant response
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	

	Documentation provided by project participant

	

	IE/Plan Vivo assessment 
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	


Table 2. CARs from this validation
	CAR ID
	xx
	Section no.
	
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	Description of CAR

	

	Project participant response
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	

	Documentation provided by project participant

	

	IE/PV assessment
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	



Table 3.	FARs from this validation
	FAR ID
	xx
	Section no.
	
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	Description of FAR

	

	Project participant response
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	

	Documentation provided by project participant

	

	IE/PV assessment
	Date: DD/MM/YYYY

	









[bookmark: _Toc223789337]Annex 3 – Other additional information: Carbon Calculations spreadsheet, stakeholder meeting list
Use other Annex for supporting information. Delete this Annex where no more information is required.
	Include additional information regarding the stakeholders engagement, location of the project, land management plan, start date, project agreement reference,etc.
Also details of the calculations for the Carbon Baseline summary and other tables summarising carbon benefits can be added here.
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