
Welcome to our first newsletter 
for the M54 to M6 link road. 
This issue shares information 
about the link road and how 
you can find out more about 
the scheme as it progresses. 

Why are we building this link road?

There is currently no direct motorway link from 
the M54 to the M6 north. Traffic wanting to 
access the M6 north from the M54 currently 
uses local roads such as the A460, A449 
and A5. This means high volumes of both 
long-distance and local traffic are using local 
roads to travel this route. Once our scheme 
is complete, the link road will keep the right 
traffic on the right roads, improving safety by 
separating local community traffic from long 
distance and business commuters.

Computer modelled image of how the new M54 junction 1 will look
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The project is being designed and built by our contractor Linkconnex, which is a joint venture between BAM 
Nuttall, Aecom and Mace.

What has taken place so far? 

We’ve worked hard over a number of years to develop our proposals for the M54 to M6 link road.

Dec 2014 The government announced the scheme in the first Road Investment Strategy

Dec 2014 – Jan 2015 We consulted the public and stakeholders on three route options

Jan 2015 - Aug 2017
Following your feedback from the consultation, we carried out further work to 
identify the best solution

Sept 2017
We consulted the public and stakeholders on three modified route options, 
developed following feedback from the consultation in 2014/2015

Oct 2017 - Aug 2018
We analysed your feedback from the second consultation, undertook more work to 
assess the three options and selected a preferred route

Sept 2018 We announced our preferred route

May - July 2019 We held a statutory consultation on our proposed design

Late 2019
Following feedback from the statutory consultation, we finalised our design and 
prepared our Development Consent Order application

Jan 2020 We submitted our Development Consent Order application

Aug – Sept 2020
After feedback from stakeholders and further design work, we consulted on a 
number of changes to our Development Consent Order application

Oct - April 2021
Our application was examined by the Planning Inspectorate, this included written 
submissions from various parties, hearings and a site visit

April 2022
The Secretary of State for Transport approved our application for Development 
Consent, meaning we can begin to build the scheme



M54 junction 1 road closure in 2024

So we can build the link road, we’ll need to close junction 1 of the M54 for two weeks during 2024. Further 
information about this closure and diversion routes will be shared with you nearer the time. 

Our commitment to you 

We’ll take care to respect the community and the environment in which we work. We’ll keep our working 
areas clean and tidy and minimise the impact of our building work to local residents. 

Keeping you up to date 

It’s important to us that you’re kept up to date about the progress of this scheme and any work that may 
impact you. 

There are a number of ways you can contact us, they are: 

Telephone: 0300 123 5000 (our Customer Contact Centre) 

Email: M54toM6linkroad@nationalhighways.co.uk 

Webpage: https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/west-midlands/m54-to-m6-link-road/ 

You can also join our mailing list to sign up for email updates by visiting our project webpage. 

What will we be doing over the next few months? 

Early works planned for 2022

Temporary fencing across the site
We’ll install temporary fencing to define and secure 
the land needed to build the new link road. Some 
of the land is only needed during the construction 
phase and will be handed back to landowners once 
the road is complete.

Vegetation clearance
We need to remove some trees, hedges and 
bushes to clear the site ahead of construction. 
We want to get the majority of this clearance 
done before birds start nesting next spring.  
We’re mindful of all ecology, not just birds, and 
therefore all areas will be inspected by a qualified 
ecologist before any vegetation is cut down.

Compound construction
We plan to manage the scheme from two main 
compounds. One on Mill Lane, close to the M6 
and one off the existing A460 in Featherstone. We 
plan to build these two compounds, including new 
accesses onto the road during this period. These 
compounds will include offices, parking, welfare 
facilities and storage for equipment and materials.

Site surveys 
During this time we’ll continue our various site 
surveys. These include using ground penetrating 
radar to locate and identify buried utilities, such as 
gas and water pipes, as well as surveys to confirm 
the condition of existing assets including the 
drainage network on both motorways. 
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If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,
please call our Customer Contact Centre on: 0300 123 5000.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: 

 National Highways: West Midlands

 Twitter: @HighwaysWMIDS
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