
Welcome to the summer 2022 
edition of our M42 junction 6 
improvement scheme newsletter. 
Here you will find all the latest 
news and updates from the 
project team.

Traffic congestion and poor journey reliability have 
constrained investment and economic growth 
around the M42 at junction 6. Having almost 
reached capacity, the junction has become a 
bottleneck, causing delays across the network. 

To address this, we are carrying out a major 
upgrade which includes a new 2.4km dual 
carriageway link road (A4545), aligned to the west 
of Bickenhill. This will connect the A45 to the new 

junction (5a) on the M42 motorway, approximately 
1.8km south of the existing M42 junction 6 (Solihull). 
Two new roundabouts north of the B4102 Solihull 
Road, either side of the M42 motorway will also be 
constructed.

Once the scheme is complete, the junction upgrade 
will allow better movement of traffic on and off the 
A45, supporting access to Birmingham Airport, 
the NEC and preparing capacity for the new HS2 
station. 

Additionally, the upgrade will:
 �  ensure the safe and reliable operation of the 

road network 
 �  increase capacity at junction 6, reducing 

congestion and improving journey reliability 
 �  improve access to key businesses and locations 

including Birmingham Airport and the NEC 
supporting economic growth and job creation 

 �  improve access for pedestrians and cyclists
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Construction timeline

Project update  

Works are progressing well and as planned. We’ve 
recently installed a new footbridge over the A45 
which is a major milestone for the project.

The 94-tonne bridge spanning 62 metres was 
lowered into place across the busy A45 between 
Clock interchange roundabout and junction 6 near 

the Arden Hotel. It will be open to the public later 
this year once the finishing works are complete. 

Crossing the A45 will be much safer and easier for 
pedestrians and cyclists and will improve access 
from Bickenhill Village and Catherine De Barnes 
Lane to the south, connecting them to Birmingham 
International Airport and railway station, the NEC, 
Trinity Park and other businesses to the north.

Footbridge being lowered into position across the A45.

Ever wondered what happens when your roads are closed overnight 
for works? In this timelapse video you can watch the recent 
installation of the new footbridge over the A45. Scan the QR code 
to the right to watch the video.g

To sign up for regular scheme updates, visit our webpage at: : https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-
roads/west-midlands/m42-junction-6/
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in England since the London 2012 Olympic 
Games, and the largest event ever to be held 
in the West Midlands. Events will take place 
across the West Midlands including at Coventry 
Stadium and Arena as well as in Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton, Warwick and Royal Leamington 
Spa. Although we will be continuing with 
construction during the games we are keeping 
roadworks to a minimum to reduce disruption to 
the local area and road users. 

The temporary road re-alignment along Catherine 
de Barnes Lane is now open to the public. This 
road diverts traffic around the site where we are 
constructing the new Catherine de Barnes south 
bridge. The bridge is a key part of the project and 
once opened will allow Catherine de Barnes Lane 
to cross over the new A4545 dual carriageway. 
Traffic is planned to be switched onto the new 
bridge in the summer of 2023. 

The slip road leading from the eastbound A45 
is also open. This free flow link allows traffic to 
travel from the A45 eastbound to the airport 
without using the Clock interchange roundabout. 
It improves traffic flow which also reduces 
congestion, pollution and journey times. There will 
be some final permanent works that will require 
traffic management in autumn 2022. Keep an eye 
on our social media pages for updates. 

Planned works  
Summer 2022 - 
Commonwealth Games   

Held from 28 July until 8 August 2022, the 
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games 
will be a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
showcase our talent and put the city, the 
region, and its people on the global stage. 
It will be the biggest multi-sport event held 

Temporary Catherine de Barnes Lane. Free flow link from eastbound A45. 

An update from Transport for  
West Midlands

As the region gets set for the Games, now is 
the perfect time to start planning so that your 
business, your staff, your customers and  
visitors are ready too. With over one million 
spectators from around the globe expected to 
travel to the Games, there will be a significant 
amount of disruption. 

Unsure of what the Games mean for you?
Whether you are a new business, or have been 
operating in the West Midlands for years, there 
is a range of support and advice available. To 
support you, we have a dedicated team on hand 

to provide bespoke guidance and solutions to 
help you and your employees understand what 
the Games will mean for your business. The Get 
Set for the Games area on the Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games website is your one-stop 
source of accurate, up-to-date information for all of 
your travel advice leading up to the Games.

Visit: birmingham2022.com/getset  
to find out more.

Visit: birmingham2022.com/getset/local-
businesses/briefings to see the latest list of 
upcoming of briefings and drop-ins for businesses, 
both virtual and face-to-face.

https://www.birmingham2022.com/getset
https://www.birmingham2022.com/getset/local-businesses/briefings
https://www.birmingham2022.com/getset/local-businesses/briefings


Leaving a positive legacy 

It’s vitally important that we leave a lasting 
positive legacy while we’re building this scheme 
and long after we have gone. We’ve delivered 
a number of community focused activities, 
including regular virtual work experience days for 
local students and supporting local organisations 
such as the Birmingham Dogs Home. 

As part of the government’s Kickstart programme 
set up during the pandemic we’ve worked with 
Job Centre Plus to provide work experience 
placements to local 16-24 year olds who 
have found themselves at risk of long-term 
unemployment. They’ve gained hands-on work 
experience within different teams across the 
project and one of the Kickstarters, Thomas, 
now has a permanent job with us working on 
reception and providing admin and IT support.
He said, “I’m a great believer in luck, and I find 
that the harder I work, the more of it I have. 
Getting this position after completing the 
Kickstart program is the best feeling. I’m so 
happy to be working for a company that cares 
not only about me, but about everyone and 
everything it does.”

Autumn 2022 - Solihull Road bridge and 
junction 5a Bridge

We’ll be installing two new bridges during Autumn 
2022 - the Solihull Road bridge and junction 5a 
bridge. The existing Solihull Road bridge is currently 
closed to the public and will be demolished in early 
2023. Once the new Solihull Road bridge is opened 
we’ll construct the slip roads up to the new junction  
5a dumbbell roundabouts.

We appreciate road closures can be frustrating 
and disruptive, but by closing the bridge it means 
12,000 construction vehicle journeys can be 
contained within the site, instead of using the local 
road network, which will allow the earthworks 
section of the project to finish five months earlier 
than planned. To reduce disruption to road users 
we are building the bridge decks off-site and 

Image of new Solihull Road bridge (top left) and 
junction 5a once complete.

This scheme is delivering a number of community 
led initiatives including:

 �  Supporting National Highways’ - Highways 
and Construction work experience week, by 
welcoming local students to site, as well as 
holding online work experience events.

 �  Working with Solihull Jobcentre Plus to run a 
Mentoring Circles programme for local young 
people aged 16-24 who are not in education, 
employment or training.

 �  Providing employment opportunities to support 
our labour supplier VGC Group’s ‘Go beyond 
the gates’ ex-offender programme.

 �  Advertising our vacancies and work placement 
opportunities with key recruitment partners such 
as Women in Construction, the Military Career 
Transition Partnership (CTP), Solihull Jobcentre 
Plus and Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council.

moving them into position over a single weekend. 
To enable us to do this safely, we’ll require a 
weekend closure of the road. Keep an eye on 
our social media channels for information about 
upcoming closures. We apologise in advance for 
any inconvenience you may experience during our 
upcoming work. The whole team will make every 
effort to minimise disruption to the local area.



We’ve also had lots of visitors to the scheme 
including local charity, Birmingham Dogs Home who 
came along to talk to us about the work they do.

We delivered cones to Birmingham Dogs 
Home, who were able to make a giant heart of 
dogs and their owners to help produce a video 
to mark their 130th birthday.

As part of our drive to encourage people into the 
construction industry and bring engineering to life, 
we organised a site visit for a group of students 
from the University of Birmingham’s Civil Society. 
They learnt about the project and went on a site tour 
to understand more about our works, especially 
around structures, and highlight the employment 
opportunities available. We’re looking forward to 
welcoming further students to site. 

Andrew Stephenson MP and Minister of State at the 
Department for Transport also visited the project. He 
met with various graduates and apprentices working 
with National Highways and Skanska to find out 
about the scheme and how we’re helping people 
develop new skills.  

Martha Chujor, National Highways Project 
Management Graduate, and Minister Andrew 
Stephenson discuss the importance of the M42 
J6 scheme.

Mayor of the West Midlands, Andy Street, also 
visited the project to see some of the work taking 
place first-hand. During his visit he spoke to 
the project team responsible for the work and 
discussed how the scheme will improve journeys 
for motorists once it is complete.
 
Out and about

We’ve been out and about in the local 
community, listening to your views and 
answering questions. Over 60 people came 
along to our National Highways Engagement 
Van at Morrison’s supermarket in Sheldon to 
have a chat and learn more about the scheme. 
We’ll be out and about again later in the year 
where you’ll have an opportunity to learn more 
about the project and meet the team. 

We want your feedback

The feedback tool on our webpage gives you 
the chance to let us know what you think about 
our work on the M42 junction 6 scheme. Using 
an interactive map, you can pinpoint the precise 
location of something you’ve seen and want 
to let us know about. Once you’ve added your 
comments, you can submit the online form  
which is sent directly to the project team. 

By letting us know what you think about the 
scheme we can quickly correct anything that’s 
not quite right and use your feedback to help 
shape our future decisions, so we’re always  
doing the best for you.

Engagement van at a public consultation.



Reducing our environmental impact

Ever since the project was granted consent 
by the Secretary of State for Transport in May 
2021, we’ve been looking for ways to reduce our 
environmental impact and the disruption felt by 
road users and the local community. We’ve been 
working closely with key stakeholders and the 
community and as a result, we’ve made a  
number of changes. 

 � The replacement Solihull Road bridge has 
been moved 10 metres to the north to reduce 
the impact on ancient woodland by over 1,300 
square metres. 

 � We changed the location and reduced the size 
of our site compound during the design stage. 
This has significantly reduced the carbon 
impact of the compound by over 80 percent. 
You can see some of the other environmental 
savings in this 45 second video.  
 
Scan the QR code to watch.

 

 
 � 12,000 construction vehicle journeys have been 

avoided by closing the Solihull Road Bridge. 
Rather than have our vehicles travelling longer 
distances across the local road network, we 
have contained them within our site, reducing 
journey distances, congestion, and disruption. 
This will enable the project to finish five months  
earlier than planned. 
 

To further reduce the impact of the scheme  
we’re also: 

 � using Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil fuel to  
power all our machinery and vehicles.  
This is a sustainable alternative to more 
commonly used fossil fuels and is produced 
through the hydro-processing of vegetable oils 
and fats. Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil reduces 
our carbon fuel footprint by 90 percent and 
also burns better, providing better air quality  
during construction. 

 � planting seven trees for every one that is  
cut down. 

 � trialling electric construction vehicles to help 
reduce our environmental impact.

 � pioneering low carbon materials such as 
alternatives to steel and concrete to drive 
positive change in the industry.w

M42 junction 6 progress.
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How you can get in touch with us

For more information about the M42 junction 6 
upgrade scheme, details of upcoming roadworks 
or to sign up for email updates, please visit our 
webpage at:  
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/
west-midlands/m42-junction-6/ 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact a 
member of our team by emailing us at:  

M42Junction6@highwaysengland.co.uk
 
Twitter: @HighwaysWMIDS 

Facebook: Highways England West 
Midlands

Scan the QR code to visit the website

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/west-midlands/m42-junction-6/

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/west-midlands/m42-junction-6/
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