
Work between Junctions 8/9 and 12 complete

Between junctions 8/9 and 12, the upgraded
motorway is now open at 70mph and all the inter-
related features are working together. There will
be variable speed limits to smooth out traffic and
tackle frustrating stop-start congestion. If drivers
get into difficulty, they will be able to use one of 29
places to stop in an emergency, which includes
new emergency areas. When the full upgrade
project between junction 3 and 12 is completed,
there will be places to stop in an emergency
approximately every 1.3 miles.
 
The image on the right shows the key elements of
the upgrades to the motorway, including the radar
Stopped Vehicle Detection (SVD) system. 

You can also view a video on our website about
the features that help keep you safe. Construction
is continuing between junctions 8/9 and 3.

Upgrading the 
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Junction 3 to 12
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Inspiring The Next Generation
During October the project team visited Reading Girls School as part of
their Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths (STEM) programme.
Representatives from the team and supply chain delivered the workshop to
170 Year 7 students with a presentation on climate change and an
interactive session on calculating carbon footprints. 

There was a hands on session before lunch where the students were
challenged in their teams to build a tower out of spaghetti and
marshmallow materials – the tallest being the winner. The students also
had to take into account the carbon cost of their materials as each piece
held its own carbon ‘value’. 

The afternoon then brought it all together where the students came up with
ideas to reduce the carbon footprint of construction. 

Click below to learn what to do if you break down on the motorway

Above: representatives of the project team
and the school following the STEM
workshop. Right: some of the posters
created by students.

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/road-safety/breakdowns/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/south-east/m4-junctions-3-12-smart-motorway/


There are no more full weekend closures until after
Christmas. The January and early February 2022 full
weekend closures agreed so far are listed here. There
will continue to be regular overnight closures on the M4. 

Weekend closures are used to complete work that can
only be done safely when the whole carriageway or
motorway is closed. Closures keep drivers and our
workers safe while upgrades take place. These are
subject to change so please always check before you
travel at: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/m4j3to12

Find out more

You can find out more about the project by visiting our website at: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/m4j3to12. You can keep up to date with live
traffic information by following the regional twitter feeds @highwaysEAST and @highwaysSEAST or by visiting Traffic England. If you have
a question that you would like a response to please continue to email us at: M4J3to12smartmotorways@highwaysengland.co.uk, call 0300
123 5000 or write to: M4 J3-12 Motorway Upgrade, National Highways, 2 Colmore Square, Birmingham B4 6BN. 

Weekend Closures

This Autumn the project team ran a raffle on
site to raise money for the Alexander Devine
Children's Hospice Service. Prizes were
donated by generous supply chain sponsors.
Team members donated a total of £2,340 to
the charity to help support their incredible
work. The charity were very grateful for the
support and were pleased to receive the
amount at the Alexander Devine Hospice in
Maidenhead. 

Raising Money for Alexander Devine
r.  

Junctions 4b to 5               7-10 January

Junctions 3 to 4b              14-17 January

Junctions 4b to 5              21-24 January

Junctions 5 to 6                28-31 January

Junctions 6 to 8/9               4-7 February

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m4j3to12
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/m4-junctions-3-12-smart-motorway/
https://twitter.com/highwayseast
https://twitter.com/highwaysseast
http://www.trafficengland.com/
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