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W elcome to the third edition of the  
M6 junction 21a to 26 project 

newsletter, keeping you informed about 
our current motorway upgrade activities 
and an overview of upcoming work.

Progress update

The temporary safety barriers, narrow lanes and a 
reduced 50mph speed limit are now fully in place 
between junctions 21a to 26 of the M6. Installing 
these measures allows us to keep the traffic flowing in 
both directions, maintain capacity, while still allowing 
us the safe space we need to work. 

Between junctions 24 and 26, we’ve finished replacing 
all the deep drainage and the surface water drainage 
in the central reservation.

Between junctions 21a and 24, we’re continuing to 
remove all the old street lighting, metal barriers, and 
signs. We’re also preparing the area ready to start 
work to install the deep drainage.

What’s next

We’ve started installing the concrete safety barrier in 
the central reservation between junctions 24 and 26. 
This type of barrier is designed to last 50 years, and 
requires very little maintenance.

Once we’ve finished installing the new concrete 
barrier in the new year, we plan to change the layout 
of our traffic management between junctions 24 and 
26. This will entail switching our working area from the 
central reservation to the verges. 

Christmas period

As we approach Christmas, we’ll be finishing off as 
much work as possible. Our work sites will close from 
Monday 20 December, before returning on Tuesday 
4 January 2022. The speed restrictions, narrow lanes 
and temporary barriers will remain in place for your 
safety. All three lanes will be open at all times.  
CCTV and a free recovery service will be available for 
the safety of motorists travelling through the area.

If you have any enquiries during this 
period, please contact our 24-hour 
Customer Contact Centre on  
0300 123 5000. Or you can email 
at info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
We’d like to take this opportunity to 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. We hope you enjoy 
spending time with your loved ones.

New surface drainage and concrete barrier in place at the northern part of the project.



It starts with a bee!

The project team are proud to be working with 
Millbrook Primary School in Shevington on an 
exciting project involving bees!

Headteacher, Karen Tomlinson, had a plan to give 
pupils the opportunity to run an organic honey 
business. The business would teach pupils how to 
look after bees in their hives, which are sponsored 
by the local bee society. The honey will then be 
harvested and sold as the schools own branded 
honey. The money raised will go towards the school, 
and support environmental improvements 

at Elnup Woods. It will also offer a place for a food 
bank to help the wider community.

To make this a reality, the school needed funds 
for equipment, and to convert an old shipping 
container into a shop by 2022. 

When the M6 junction 21a to 26 project learned 
about these plans, we knew we had to help. 
We decided to provide resources to convert the 
container into a functioning shop.

We also supplied the equipment the school needed 
to operate the business. This included everything 
from bee keeping suits for both the children and the 
teachers, to the hive that the honey will be located 
from. 

We will keep you updated as this exciting project 
develops in the future.

Pupils of Millbrook Primary School in their new bee keeping suits.



Get to know the team 

This month we’d like to introduce 
you to Csilla Kulcsar, our Finance 
Graduate. Csilla lives in the Newton-
Le-Willows area, having moved from 
Luton to join the project. 

What is your background?

I’m originally from Hungary and I came to the  
UK when I was 10 years old without speaking 
any English. 

I lived in Luton until I left for University in Lincoln 
to study my undergraduate degree in Events 
Management. I then graduated with a 2.1 and 
decided to move back to Luton and continue 
my education through my master’s degree in 
Accounting and Financial Management where  
I graduated with a Distinction.

When I finished my master’s degree, I applied 
to join the project on the finance graduate 
programme, as it allows me to gain experience 
as well as continue my education through the 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants 
qualification.

What do you do on this project?

On this project, I am part of the finance team 
where we deal with the financial side of this project. 
This includes things such as processing invoices, 
reconciliation, journaling and making sure all cost 
allocation is correct.

What excites you about your new role?

I’m excited to start this new journey ahead of me. 
In my new role I always get to learn something 
new, and I get to work with a lot of different people 
with different backgrounds. I’m also excited to be 
part of such a massive project that will affect so 
many people in the future.

What do you like to do in your spare time?

In my spare time I love to go to the gym and on 
long hikes. I also like to spend time with friends and 
family and do things like bowling, mini golf and ice 
skating. I also recently took up salsa dancing which 
I really enjoy.



Sign up for future updates 
Want to receive all the latest news on this project but haven’t 
signed up for updates yet? Don’t worry it’s not too late. 

All future updates will be in the form of an e-newsletter 
which you can sign up to on our webpage:  
nationalhighways.co.uk/m6-j21a-26. 

It’s just one of the ways we’re 
helping to protect the 
environment. You can also 
follow us on Twitter  
@HighwaysNWEST. If you 
need a hard copy please 
contact us and let us know. 

How to find out more

If you’d like any more information about the project, please visit our project webpage 
at nationalhighways.co.uk/m6-j21a-26

You can sign up to receive weekly email updates about our planned closures by 
emailing M6j21a26@costain.com

If you have any questions, you can contact us by: 

� phone on 0300 123 5000 (24-hour Customer Contact Centre)

� email at info@highwaysengland.co.uk

� post at M6 junction 21a to 26 Project Team, National Highways,
2 Colmore Square, Birmingham, B4 6BN

Scan this QR 
code with your 
smartphone to 
go straight to 
our webpage

If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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