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W elcome to the sixth edition of the M56 
junctions 6 to 8 newsletter. 

Our full weekend closure at the end of March was a 
huge success. During the closure we completed work 
to safely install two 60-tonne gantries, which span the 
width of both carriageways of the M56.

We also took the opportunity to do as much work as 
possible. This has reduced the amount of full closures 
needed and minimised disruption for road users. 

Other work carried out includes: 

 � structure surveys

 � landscape planting on both sides of the road

 � refurbishment work at Ashley rail bridge and Cow 
Lane underbridge

 � removing and replacing new safety barriers 

 � installing new kerbs, ducting and drainage 

 � sign cleaning, cutting back overhanging branches 
and litter picking



What’s next? 

Westbound carriageway resurfacing

We’ve started our work to resurface the hard shoulder on the 
westbound carriageway with a low noise material. 

We need to carry this work out overnight to give the new road 
surface time to cool and harden. It’s safer for our teams to do 
this work under traffic management, so we need to close the 
westbound carriageway overnight on weekdays. 

We started this work on Tuesday 19 April and expect to finish 
it by Wednesday 4 May 2022. We always aim to complete our 
work on schedule. However, unforeseen issues such as bad 
weather may mean slight changes occur at short notice.

Final construction phase

Once we’ve completed the resurfacing work on the westbound 
carriageway, we’ll be moving to the final construction phase on 
the M56. In this phase we’ll be replacing the metal safety barrier 
in the central reservation with a concrete barrier. 

Before we can start replacing the safety barrier, we need to change 
the layout of the traffic management. To do this safely they’ll be a 
series of overnight lane, junction or full carriageway closures. 

The number of full carriageway closures will be kept to a 
minimum to reduce disruption for motorists. 

We issue our traffic management bulletin two weeks in 
advance of our planned work. If you’d like to be added to our 
distribution list, please send your email contact details to: 
M56Junctions6-8@gallifordtry.co.uk 

For the most up to date traffic information, visit Traffic England: 
trafficengland.com

Meet the team 

Neil Perumal 

Galliford Try, Project Director

Neil joined the M56 scheme in 
February 2022 as project director. 
He has extensive experience in 
leading multi-disciplinary teams on 
major infrastructure projects. 

In addition to working in various 
sectors including rail, utilities, water 
and highways, Neil has contributed 
to industry improvements by co-
authoring the Code of Practice for 
Alliances and Project 13. He believes 
in integrated teams and creating 
an environment which promotes an 
inclusive, collaborative culture.

“I’m delighted to be part of the 
M56 team, helping to deliver this 
project to improve the transport 
network around Manchester. 

“The team has made great 
strides in delivering the verges 
and successfully completing a 
key milestone with the weekend 
closure in March. While ensuring 
excellent communications with 
our customers throughout. 

“I look forward to our transition 
into the central reservation in 
May and the safe handover of this 
project later this year”

Specialist lorries were deployed to deliver and install the 60-tonne gantries



Supporting our local community
Four team members volunteered to assist 
Altrincham Grammar School for Girls in April, 
helping year 12 students with their practice 
interviews. The purpose was to support students 
in overcoming and preparing for this type of 
scenario. 

CEIAG (careers education, information advice 
and guidance) co-ordinator Kate Gillibrand 
said:

“The school and the students really appreciated 
you giving up your time for what we always believe 
is a very useful and worthwhile experience.

“Feedback from the students was that they found 
it very interesting and the advice they received has 
really helped them. Some were a little nervous at 
first, but nerves eased the more they got talking.” 

The project team will return to the school and 
assist with the year 10 practice interviews in July. 

Supporting our local community
We’ve been working with the Children’s Adventure 
Farm Trust (CAFT) over the past year. In that time, 
we’ve donated materials and more recently we built 
an eco-loo for them. 

Ian Eccles, chief executive of the trust said: 

“Thank you so much to National Highways, Galliford 
Try and everyone involved for the kind donation of 
time and expertise involved in the installation of our 
eco-loo. 

“This new facility gives more children the chance to 
enjoy all the amazing things there are to explore in the 
woodland area.

“As a charity, donations of time and expertise are 
vital. They enable us to enhance our facilities and 
allow funds to be directed towards providing more 
opportunities for eligible children to visit. 

“The savings from this donation will provide the 
opportunity for 120 children to experience a visit to 
CAFT and all the positive benefits this brings. 

“Thank you again to everyone who has made this 
possible!” 

Four team members volunteered to assist Altrincham 
Grammar School for Girls in April, helping year 12 
students with their practice interviews. The purpose 
was to support students in overcoming and preparing 
for this type of scenario. 

CEIAG (careers education, information advice 
and guidance) co-ordinator Kate Gillibrand said:

“The school and the students really appreciated you 
giving up your time for what we always believe is a 
very useful and worthwhile experience.

“Feedback from the students was that they found 
it very interesting and the advice they received has 
really helped them. Some were a little nervous at first, 
but nerves eased the more they got talking.” 

The project team will return to the school and assist 
with the year 10 practice interviews in July. 

Two of of our team installing the eco-loo

We recently visited Altrincham Grammar School for Girls to 

help pupils with mock interviews
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How to find out more
Future updates about our work will be shared via our scheme webpage 
nationalhighways.co.uk/M56-J6-8, here you can also register to 
receive monthly updates. This is just one of the ways we’re helping to 
protect the environment. 

If you have any questions, or if you’d like to be added to our traffic 
management distribution list, please contact us on the details below. 

Email: M56Junctions6-8@Gallifordtry.co.uk

Phone: 0300 123 5000 (Customer Contact Centre)

Post:  M56 junctions 6 to 8 Project Team, National Highways, 
2 Colmore Square, Birmingham, B4 6BN

If you have any concerns about the work taking place or how this is 
affecting you, please contact Kirstie Golightly by email: 

Email: M56Junctions6-8@Gallifordtry.co.uk 

Scan this QR 
code with your 
smartphone to 
go straight to 
our webpage

If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,  
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.


