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M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley 
improvement scheme

Water environment factsheet 

Did you know 
that over 20 
species of 
dragonflies and 
damselflies have 
previously been 
identified living 
on or around 
Bolder Mere?

Bolder Mere

Our improvements 

Our improvements will improve connections, 

smooth traffic flows, and create safer journeys 

for all. Around the junction we will be restoring 

heathland, planting woodland, and improving the 

network of footpaths and bridleways.

The scheme will involve some of the most 

extensive environmental mitigation ever carried 

out by National Highways, including improvements 

to the local water environment.

Bolder Mere
Bolder Mere is a small, shallow lake located in an 
area of mixed woodland next to the A3. Bolder 
Mere’s drainage and shoreline has changed over 
the years to support the building and expansion 
of the A3. Despite this, the site, and surrounding 
areas are of significant conservation interest and 
are included in the Ockham and Wisley Commons 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The local 
wetlands, including Bolder Mere are home to 
several rare plant species including Shoreweed 
and Marsh St. John’s wort. 

We have developed a plan to improve habitats 
around Bolder Mere. If our proposals are given 
the go-ahead, the plan will be implemented over 
the next 15 years. Tree cover around Bolder 
Mere will be managed to create light 
conditions favoured by rare damsel 
and dragonflies.

Banded 
Demoiselle Damselfly



Seeds will be harvested from reedbeds on the lake. 
These will be grown in a specialist plant nursery, ready 
to recreate reedbeds in the future, adjacent to the A3.

Non-native invasive species will be removed from the area, 
such as Carp and Turkish Crayfish. These species can be a 
threat to other wildlife in the lake as their burying and foraging 
habits reduce the quality of the water environment. 

The improvements will attract a range of birds, with Reed 
warblers, Mute swans, Coot, Moorhen, Great-crested grebe 
and Kingfishers among the resident breeders, while others will 
use the site as a feeding stop-off on migratory routes. The lake 
will attract many other species of waterfowl during the winter.

Did you know that over 20 species of dragonflies and 
damselflies have previously been identified living in or around 
Bolder Mere. These include the rare White-faced dragonfly and 
local species such as the Hairy dragonfly and the Ruddy darter. 

The lake will be an area where people go to enjoy and learn 
about the natural environment and a place that promotes 
health and well-being through exercise and relaxation. We will 
use signage in the area to help promote the importance of 
freshwater habitats. 

Stratford Brook
As part of our proposals, we will be making it easier for fish and 
mammals to pass along the local Stratford Brook. A new bridge 
will be wide enough to avoid disturbing an existing meander in 
the brook and to allow mammals to pass freely underneath.

The existing bridge just downstream will be changed, 
allowing fish and mammals to pass more freely. New 
hedges will be planted to lead mammals under the bridges 
and away from the roads. Stratford Brook flows past our 
main project site compound and we have designed the 
layout and construction of the compound to prevent any 
possible contamination of the Brook. 

Road drainage & attenuation ponds 
Elsewhere our improvements upgrade the road drainage, to 
help protect local designated habitats like Bolder Mere and 
Stratford Brook. Drainage ditches and attenuation ponds 
– ponds that store the water that runs off the roads – will 
be planted with seed mixes carefully tailored to the local 
environment. The new Elm Lane will include a culvert to carry a 
stream leading from the former Wisley Airfield and Wilderness 
Farm areas to Bolder Mere. 
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