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M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley 
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Habitat factsheet 

Our improvements 

Our improvements will improve connections, 
smooth traffic flows, and create safer journeys 
for all. The scheme will involve some of the 
most extensive environmental mitigation ever 
carried out by National Highways, including 
improvements for local habitats. Around 
the junction we’ll be replacing lost habitats, 
restoring heathland and planting woodland. 
These works will be phased over several years. 

Introduction to the local area 
Much of the area south of the M25 junction 10 
forms part of the internationally designated Thames 
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA). The 
SPA area and land to the north of the M25 are 
within the nationally designated Ockham and 
Wisley Commons Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI), as well as being a Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR). There are also Sites of Nature Conservation 
Interest (SNCI), areas of ancient woodland and 
veteran trees adjacent to the scheme and nearby. 

The habitats within or adjacent to the scheme 
include broadleaved, coniferous, and mixed 
woodland, heathland, scrub, acid and neutral 
grasslands, ponds, and a lake. There are four 
ancient woodlands, 41 individual and two groups 
of veteran trees. The habitats support the following 
notable or protected species:

 � sand lizard

 � common lizard

 � slow worm

 � grass snake

 � adder

 � great crested newt

 � birds including nightjar, woodlark, Dartford 
warbler, hobby and spotted flycatcher)

 � nine species of bats

 � badger 

 � rare plants

 � terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates, 
particularly dragonflies. 

The non-native invasive plant species 
rhododendron, Japanese knotweed, Indian 
balsam and New Zealand pigmyweed are 
also present.

Throughout the development of the scheme, we 
have worked with agencies like Natural England, 
the RSPB and Surrey Wildlife Trust to ensure that 
our works harmonise with theirs. 



Replacing lost habitats
Unfortunately, we cannot avoid taking some of 
the land around the A3 and M25 to build the 
scheme. We’ll be replacing this land on a like for 
like basis so there will be no overall loss of area 
of common land or SPA because of the scheme. 
There will be a range of habitat improvements in 
these areas to enhance the ecological value of the 
replacement land. Replacement land will include 
non-environmentally designated areas around 
junction 10 which will be acquired and, over a 
period of years, will be improved to the same 
standard as the SPA.

There will be a loss of a few trees on the RHS 
land immediately at the current A3/Wisley Lane 
junction to allow for construction of the new bridge 
but the A3 will then be widened into the central 
reservation as it passes the RHS Garden, not only 
avoiding all of the trees along the RHS Wisley/A3 
boundary but also the extensive root structure that 
radiates from some of them.

Woodland enhancement
Much of the woodland around junction 10 is 
dominated by Scots pine of the same height 
and age, resulting in a uniform woodland. In 
addition, several areas of woodland have not been 
managed for several years. We’re enhancing the 
woodland by undertaking selective clearance. We 
will also be thinning out conifers from woodlands 
to improve the abundance of broadleaf, structurally 
complex woodland which is more in keeping with 
the historic landscape and is a vital habitat for a 
wide range of species.

This will open up areas of woodland, encourage 
regrowth and increase the variation of height and 
age of trees with the woodland. Though trees will 
be removed from these habitats, that is not the 
same as woodland being lost, quite the opposite, 
they are being ecologically enhanced. New areas 
of woodland will also be planted along and around 
the roads.

Badger

Grayling butterfly

Sand lizard



Heathland restoration 
Heathland was lost when local areas were 
previously planted with conifers for timber 
production. Heathland is one of the UKs most 
threatened habitats and is vital for a wide range of 
invertebrates, reptiles, and bird species.

To restore the heathland and bring it back to 
life, we need to allow heather and plants to grow 
again, which in turn, will support the wildlife that 
needs the lowland heathland to survive. This will 
involve clearing areas of woodland, to allow the 
heathland to regenerate.

Cockcrow green bridge 
Delivering roads beside nature, the Cockcrow 
green bridge will become the UK’s first 
“heathland” green bridge. Spanning an impressive 
30 metres in width, the bridge will re-connect the 
commons either side of the A3 and provide a 
natural and safe corridor for local wildlife. It has 
been designed with reptiles and invertebrates at 
its heart. And it will help local creatures, such as 
sand lizards, silver studded butterflies and heath 
tiger beetles, to spread across the local area and 
encourage them to grow in numbers. 

The Cockcrow green bridge, woodland 
enhancement and heathland restoration will 
improve local habitats that will also benefit: 

 � Birds 
Restoring the heathland will provide key nesting 
habitat for woodlarks, Dartford warblers and 
nightjars. Our programme of works to deliver the 
scheme has been designed to protect local birds 
by avoiding the bird nesting season. 

 � Toads 
We’ll be putting toad underpasses in place with 
protective fencing to help toads continue to safely 
move around the area, and to protect them on 
their journeys to and from their breeding ponds. 
These toad tunnels have been included on 
our scheme design following feedback from a 
local resident. 
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 � Bats 
We’ll be taking steps to protect the bats natural 
environment by avoiding known roost trees 
where possible. We’ll be putting in place new 
bat boxes and have designed the lighting near 
pedestrian bridges to be sensitive to bats, and any 
other animals using the bridges. Our heathland 
restoration and woodland enhancement measures 
will provide new foraging and commuting 
opportunities for bats. 

We have completed bat surveys in the local 
area to make sure our information is up to date. 
Our ecologists have spent time examining local 
trees to see if they have signs, or the potential, to 
support hibernation or maternity roosts. 

We have also completed badger surveys which 
involve walking around areas where badger setts 
have previously been identified to look for any 
signs of new setts. 

Common bat

Small copper butterfly

Did you know 
that 9 species of 
bats have been 
recorded in the 
local area

You can also follow National Highways south-east 
on social media: 

            facebook.com/HighwaysSEast  

 @HighwaysSEast

nationalhighways.co.uk/m25j10 

0300 123 5000

M25j10@nationalhighways.co.uk
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Want to know more? 
You can find out more information 
about our proposals by visiting our 
virtual information portal, on our 
scheme webpage. Alternatively, if you 
have any questions or would like more 
information, you can contact us and 
one of the team will be happy to help. 


