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At National Highways, we believe in a connected country and 
our network makes these connections happen. 

We want to make sure all our major roads are more 
dependable, durable and, most importantly, safe. 

Our improvements will transform east / west connectivity 
across the Pennines in the north of England. Quicker, safer 
and more reliable journeys will bring communities together, 
create new job opportunities and support long term, 
sustainable growth.



Why the project is needed 

The A66 plays an essential role for 
journeys across the north of England 
and provides the most direct route 
between the central belt of Scotland  
and the eastern side of England.  
The route connects cities like Glasgow 
and Edinburgh with Leeds, Sheffield and 
Norwich.

It’s a critical route for freight, providing 
links to a number of international ports like 
Stranraer, Hull and Felixstowe and connects 
holiday makers to their destination, whether 
that be in the Yorkshire Dales or Lake District.

The A66 plays an important role in the life 
of nearby communities, connecting people 
to jobs, education, health and other essential 
services.

But sections of the road aren’t up to modern 
standards. It repeatedly widens and narrows, 
making it prone to congestion and delay.

The route carries high levels of freight, with 25% 
of the traffic being heavy goods vehicles (HGVs), 
more than twice the national average for a road of 
this nature.

We’re proposing to deliver one billion pounds 
worth of investment to dual the remaining single 
carriageway sections along the 50 mile stretch of the 
A66 between Cumbria and North Yorkshire.

At National Highways, we believe in a connected country and 
our network makes these connections happen. 

We want to make sure all our major roads are more 
dependable, durable and, most importantly, safe. 

Our improvements will transform east / west connectivity 
across the Pennines in the north of England. Quicker, safer 
and more reliable journeys will bring communities together, 
create new job opportunities and support long term, 
sustainable growth.

This is one of the largest and most important 
highways investments in the north of England, 
and will significantly improve journeys, safety and 
connectivity. 

Background to the project

As part of the first Roads Investment Strategy 
(RIS 1), we were commissioned by the 
Department for Transport to carry out a study on 
the northern trans-Pennine routes with the aim 
to improve east to west connectivity. 

The outcome of this study was published 
in November 2016, which recommended 
taking forward improvements to the A66 
Corridor between the M6 and A1(M). Since 
then, we’ve been talking to stakeholders, local 
communities, and people who use the road to 
better understand local issues, concerns, and 
gather general knowledge on the route and the 
surrounding areas. 

We held an options consultation in 2019, 
announced our preferred route in 2020 before 
holding further consultation in autumn 2021. 
Supplementary and targeted consultations were 
held in winter 2022 following specific design 
changes in certain locations.



The A66 Northern Trans-Pennine project is one of the most important highways investments 
in the north of England and will significantly improve journey times, network resilience, and 
driver experience whilst reducing the number of accidents on this local and national route.

Our planned improvements for the road and a modern approach to design will also help 
protect the local environment and important historical areas such as the Roman fort at 
Carkin Moor, Brougham Castle and areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) that 
surround a lot of the A66. 

Safety – provide a consistent standard of dual carriageway reducing accidents 
and improving safety. Use of the ‘old’ A66 as part of the local road network will 
provide better, safer routes for cyclists and pedestrians.

Connectivity – improve connectivity for people living and working 
nearby by creating better facilities for cyclists and pedestrians. The project will 
reduce congestion and improve the reliability of people’s journeys between the M6 at 
Penrith and the A1(M) Scotch Corner. It also improves connectivity between the key 
employment areas of Cumbria, Tees Valley, Tyne and Wear and North Yorkshire.

Social value – we want to work with local and regional schools, colleges, 
academies, universities and community groups, encouraging the engineers of the 
future to consider a career in construction by providing training opportunities.

Tourism – improve access to key tourist destinations such as the  
North Pennines, Lake District and Yorkshire Dales.



Economic – improve strategic regional and national connectivity, 
particularly for freight hauliers. Heavy goods vehicles account for a quarter of all 
traffic on the road and any delays to journeys can have an extremely negative effect 
on business and commerce, including lost working time, loss of perishable goods, 
and missed shipment slots.

Environmental – minimise noise levels for people living and 
working near the route and reduce the congestion currently occurring in the single 
carriageway sections. The project is also being designed to minimise any potential 
negative impacts on the natural environment and landscapes of the North Pennines 
and Lake District.

Community – re-connect currently severed communities and provide 
better links between settlements along the route, as well as improving access to 
services such as healthcare, employment areas and education.

Capacity – provide the additional capacity required to reduce delays and 
queues during busy periods and improve the performance of key junctions such as 
the A66/A6 at Kemplay Roundabout and the M6 junction 40.

Increasing reliability – An improved A66 will lead to fewer 
accidents which will make the road more reliable. A dual carriageway also provides 
increased resilience allowing the option to close lanes where required due to 
accidents or break downs and keep still traffic moving.



What’s next

We submitted our application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) on 21 June 2022 and would like 
to thank everyone for their involvement throughout the consultations. If the application is accepted by the 
Planning Inspectorate, there will be an examination in which the public can take part. 

As soon as they are published, all DCO application documents will be available to view on the Planning 
Inspectorate website https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/north-west/a66-
northern-trans-pennine-project/

This examination will take a maximum of six months.

If our application is approved, work on the project is expected to start in 2024. 
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Keep in touch 

You can contact us by email on A66NTP@nationalhighways.co.uk  
or call us on 0333 090 1192. 

For more information on the A66 Northern Trans-Pennine project please visit our 
website: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/A66-NTP 

Follow our Twitter feed: @A66NTP 

Follow us on Facebook: A66 Northern Trans-Pennine project

mailto:A66NTP%40nationalhighways.co.uk?subject=
Tel: 03330901192
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/A66-NTP
https://twitter.com/a66ntp
https://m.facebook.com/A66-Northern-Trans-Pennine-project-101479452278722/


If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2022.
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database rights 2022 OS 100030649. You are 
permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation 
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any 
of this data to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at www.nationalhighways.co.uk
For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@nationalhighways.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the National Highways publications code PR118/22.

National Highways creative job number MCR22_0054

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must 
count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone. 
Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources when issued directly 
by National Highways.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
National Highways Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363


	A66 Northern Trans-Pennine project - The story so far
	About National Highways
	Why the project is needed
	Background to the project
	Safety
	Connectivity
	Social value
	Tourism
	Economic
	Environmental
	Community
	Capacity
	Increasing reliability
	What’s next
	Project timeline
	Keep in touch
	If you need help accessing this document

