
About National Highways

National Highways operates, maintains and improves 
the motorways and major A-roads across the 
north-west. 

We use our expertise to deliver the government’s 
long-term objectives for our region’s strategic road 
network. Everything we do is focussed on making 
our roads in the north-west safer, meeting our 
customers’ needs and enabling more reliable, free 
flowing journeys. 

W elcome to the first edition of the 
A57 Link Roads project newsletter, 

keeping you informed about the latest 
scheme activities and providing an 
overview of upcoming work. 

Scheme overview

Last year we submitted our Development Consent 
Order (DCO) application to build two new link roads 
at Mottram Moor. The new link roads aim to ease 
congestion, reduce noise levels and pollution, 
improve journey reliability and re-connect local 
communities. They are:

 � Mottram Moor Link Road – a new dual 
carriageway from the M67 junction 4 roundabout 
to a new junction on the A57(T) at Mottram Moor

 � A57 Link Road – a new single carriageway link 
from the A57(T) at Mottram Moor to a new junction 
on the A57 in Woolley Bridge
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Subscribe to our project webpage 
to receive the latest scheme news: 
nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/
north-west/a57-link-roads



Work we’ve been doing

You may have noticed our recent archaeology surveys 
which involved test pits, trial trenches and boreholes 
to check for archaeological remains where the new 
link roads would be built.

We know humans were living close to the scheme as 
early as prehistoric times. Evidence of agriculture was 
found on the slopes of Harrop Edge and Melandra Fort, 
and Mesolithic flints were discovered within the fort. 

There’s evidence of the Romans to the west and 
south of Tara Brook Farm, close to the River Etherow 
and Melandra Fort. While Mottram Old Mill is thought 
to date back to medieval times. 

Survey results are being used to agree any 
changes to the design of the scheme, to protect the 
archaeological remains. This is in partnership with 
Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service 
and Derbyshire County Council.

Alongside these works, we’ve also been undertaking 
some drainage, environmental and drone surveys to 
support our final design if we receive the go-ahead to 
start work. 

Between now and November 2022 we’ll be visiting site 
occasionally to look at things like ecology, logistics, 
diversions, and potential compound locations.

Environment and sustainability 

The team is exploring how we can have as little impact on the 
environment as possible if we are to build the project.

We’ve developed a way to reduce concrete out of our designs. For 
example, we’ve selected a solution for the Mottram underpass that 

would reduce carbon by around 50%!

Alongside this we’re looking at options for greener machinery such as 
electrical diggers. Back in May, the team held a sustainability day at the 

Balfour Beatty and Flannery operator skills hub in Birmingham. 

We looked at a range of greener plant and vehicle options, which would 
significantly reduce our carbon footprint if the scheme is approved. 

What’s happening now?

Our DCO examination period closed on 16 May 2022. The examining authority (planning inspectors) now has 
three months to write their recommendation report for the Secretary of State for Transport, who then has a 
further three months to make a decision. We’re expecting our DCO decision to be announced in November 
2022. Meanwhile, we’re continuing to develop the detailed design for the scheme to ensure we’re ready to 
start construction work if our DCO is approved. 

Robert Largan (left), Conservative MP for High Peak 
and Jonathan Reynolds (right), Labour MP for Hyde and 
Stalybridge, paid us a visit to see the surveys first-hand 

Some of 
the flint 
found during 
our recent 
archaeology 
surveys



Members of the project team visited Copley Academy in February to talk about apprenticeships in the industry

School engagement

The scheme’s customer and communications officer 
was recently appointed as Copley Academy’s new 
enterprise advisor. They first visited the school in 
December 2021, delivering talks to students on the 
world of construction. During these sessions, they 
introduced the proposed A57 Link Roads scheme and 
discussed all the different roles that make up our team. 

Then in February 2022, as part of National Apprentice 
Week, we returned to Copley Academy to speak 
to students and raise awareness of the variety of 
apprenticeships across the industry. We’ve also 

been working with Tameside College and Ashton 
Sixth Form and their students who are interested in 
applying for our upcoming apprentice vacancies.

In April 2022 we delivered a session helping students 
with job application support. We provided them with 
the opportunity to speak to some of our existing 
apprentices around the process and the job itself.

We want to ensure that any upcoming roles are 
offered first to local students, we’re passionate about 
giving young people who have applied the best 
chance of success. 

Bags of rubbish we collected as part of the Great 
British Spring Clean

Supporting the community

The project team is working with communities 
to ensure we make a positive impact on local 
people.

We’ve been supporting Tameside South and 
Longdendale Foodbank by providing labour and 
transport for their much-needed stock transfer. 
The foodbank does a fantastic job supporting 
local people in need and we want to help 
wherever we can. 

Back in April 2022 we took part in a litter-pick 
around the surrounding areas of our site, as 
part of Keep Britain Tidy’s campaign, the Great 
British Spring Clean.
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How to find out more

If you’d like any more information about the project, please visit our project webpage: 
nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/north-west/a57-link-roads

If you have any questions, you can contact us by: 

 0300 123 5000 (24-hour Customer Contact Centre) 

 a57linkroads@nationalhighways.co.uk

  A57 Link Roads team, National Highways, 5th Floor, 3 Piccadilly Place, 
Manchester, M1 3BN 

Scan this QR 
code with your 
smartphone to 
go straight to 
our webpage

If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

Tyres under pressure.
Check them before you set off
One in five motorway breakdowns are caused by tyre problems.

Driving with under-inflated tyres (even as little as 10%):
● makes your braking distance longer
● can make your vehicle harder to steer
● uses more fuel
● shortens the lifespan of your tyres

Your dashboard display may only alert  
you when your tyres are dangerously  
under-inflated so don’t rely on it.

Did you know? You may need higher air 
pressure in your tyres if you’re carrying 
lots of passengers and luggage.


