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We finished work on our 
A47 Guyhirn junction 
improvement at the end of 
March, approximately one year 
after construction began. 

We’ve enlarged the roundabout 
and created two lanes on all 
approaches to ease congestion, 
ensure shorter journey times 
and improve safety.  

The existing carriageway on the 
River Nene Bridge has been 
widened to accommodate 
an additional lane of traffic. 

We’re open to traffic 



The size of the challenge

Around 120 staff from 
several companies 
formed one integrated team

300 metres of  
new safety barrier  
– that’s longer than the QE2 
Bridge at the Dartford Crossing

Installed about 
1,400m2 of new 
footpaths

About 110,000 
hours worked  

YEAR

5
YEAR

6
YEAR

7
YEAR

8
YEAR

9
YEAR

10
YEAR

11
YEAR

12

YEAR

1
YEAR

2
YEAR

3
YEAR

4

– the equivalent of 
more than 12 years

6,000m3  
of material 
moved   
– the same as 
three hot air 
balloons

6000m3 

of material,  
that’s a lot

A non-statutory consultation in 2017 saw 
50 of 70 responses agree with the need for 
the improvement

Vegetation clearance began in 
February 2021

Construction work began in 
March 2021

Finishing works included resurfacing 
and repairing the River Nene bridge in 
February 2022

The improved junction opened for traffic in 
March 2022

The need for the scheme 
The Guyhirn junction improvement is one of 
six schemes National Highways is delivering 
along the 115 mile stretch of the A47 between 
Peterborough and Great Yarmouth. This £450 
million investment will relieve congestion and 
increase the reliability of journey times by 
improving key junctions and upgrading eight 
miles of single carriageway to dual carriageway.

The junction before the scheme.



Reducing delays and queuing traffic 
by increasing the size of the Guyhirn 
roundabout and providing additional 
lane capacity.

The A47 (Fen Road to South Brink) and the A141 
(March Road) is used by over 20,000 vehicles a day 
and experiences high levels of congestion.

The new junction is expected to reduce journey 
times by up to four minutes and increase capacity 
by 18%. 

Improving pedestrian crossings 
and footpaths, particularly 
between March Road, Guyhirn 
village and local amenities.

We improved the pedestrian crossings and 
footpaths, particularly between March Road, 
Guyhirn village and local amenities.

The southern footpath has new signalised crossing 
points on the A47 and the A141 roads. We removed 
the path that connects March Road with the A47, 
so pedestrians and cyclists will be directed to use 
the A141 signalised crossing at the entry to March 
Road.

Improving safety by increasing  
visibility for drivers when they enter  
the roundabout.

We’ve improved safety for all road users by 
designing to modern highway standards. Wider 
lanes leading up to the enlarged roundabout will 
allow for better visibility for drivers and reduce the 
likelihood of collisions. 

We increased the resilience of the junction in coping 
with incidents such as collisions, breakdowns, 
maintenance, and extreme weather. 

Supporting future employment and 
housing developments by making 
journey times more reliable.

We have backed the Fenland Communities 
Development Plan Core Strategy, which aims to 
facilitate 11,000 new homes and at least 7,560 new 
jobs by 2031. 

By increasing capacity, we will support future 
demands on the junction and reduce traffic 
congestion issues, making the area more attractive 
for housing and economic growth.

Our scheme will benefit road users and 
the local communities by:

The new junction is 
expected to reduce 
journey times by up to 
four minutes and increase 
capacity by 18%. 



Since the start of the work at Guyhirn we 
have engaged and worked with the local 
communities, residents and customers so they 
can understand the impact of the scheme 
and benefit from our work in the area.

We contributed to supporting economic growth by 
employing more than 120 local staff on the scheme.

We communicated via a monthly newsletter 
and traffic bulletin to keep communities 
up to date with the news, milestones 
and developments on the scheme.

We also provided one of the first online Public 
Information Exhibitions when the pandemic 
hit. This kept people informed when we 
could no longer meet them face to face.  

Our engagement with  
the local area and communities 

We engaged with HMP 
Peterborough to offer 
training opportunities to 
ex-offenders, and local 
schools and colleges 
by hosting students 
on site and providing 
events on campus to 
encourage the next 
generation of construction 
workers to become 
interested in the sector. 

We ran a competition with local school children to 
rename the River Nene Bridge, with Ava Mcculloch, 
13 years old from Guyhirn winning with the name 
Tiddy Mun Bridge. The Tiddy Mun was a legendary 
bog spirit, who was believed to have the ability 
to control the waters and mists of The Fens.

We supported charities including FACET, 
who attended the site to find out more about 
landscaping and environmental measures, and 
Against Breast Cancer by hosting a bra bin to 
collect unloved bras to support small businesses in 
developing countries such as Ghana and Kenya. 

We were also ranked as one of the top 
three schemes for customer satisfaction 
in the country, gaining an overall 
customer satisfaction score of 95%.

We installed a SafetyCam to make the site safer. 
Over a week, the number of drivers breaking the 
30mph speed limit fell from 18% to 2%, while the 
number of reckless drivers going more than 40mph 
fell from 4% to almost zero.

We held online Public Information Exhibitions during the pandemic.

Ava McCulloch won our bridge naming 
competition. The bridge over the River Nene  
is now called Tiddy Mun Bridge.

Our SafetyCam improved  
safety for road workers and drivers.

The Against Breast Cancer  
bra bin at Guyhirn.



If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

A47 Wansford to Sutton
Upgrading the A47 between Wansford and Sutton 
to dual carriageway to improve safety and ease 
congestion. Work is expected to start early 2023.

A47 North Tuddenham to Easton
Upgrading the A47 between North Tuddenham and 
Easton in Norfolk to a dual carriageway. This will 
complete the dual carriageway between Norwich 
and Dereham, supporting economic growth and 
easing congestion in the area. Work is expected to 
start early 2023.

A47 Blofield to North Burlingham
Upgrading the A47 between Blofield and North 
Burlingham to dual carriageway to ease congestion 
and support economic growth in the area. Work is 
expected to start early 2023.

Find out more about the A47 corridor improvement programme:
nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/a47-corridor-improvement-programme/

A47/A11 Thickthorn junction 
improvement
Improving the junction between the A47 and the A11 
by adding two new link roads to ease congestion in 
the area. Work is expected to start early 2023.

A47 Great Yarmouth junction 
improvements
Plans to improve two junctions in Great Yarmouth 
in order to reduce congestion and improve safety 
in the area. Work is expected to start late 2023 or 
early 2024.

Maintenance work  
Work to replace lighting around the A47 Guyhirn 
roundabout will start on Monday 16 May and last 
for approximately eight weeks, with ten overnight 
closures required (8pm to 6am).  
For more information visit: 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/east-
road-maintenance-work/

A47 corridor improvement programme

What’s left to do?
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