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Investing in the A47
The A47 is an important route, linking the cities 
of Norwich and Peterborough, the towns of 
Wisbech, Kings Lynn, Dereham, Great Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft and a succession of villages in 
what is largely a rural area.

As part of a multi-billion investment to improve 
journeys on England’s major A-roads and 
motorways, the Government is funding a package 
of six schemes on the 115-mile stretch of the A47 
between Peterborough and Great Yarmouth.  
 

Together the schemes will convert almost eight 
miles of single carriageway into dual carriageway 
and improve key junctions along the A47 road.

Four of these schemes require a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) which is a special type 
of planning permission from the Planning 
Inspectorate. 
 
For more information about DCO process visit 
www.infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

The A47 road improvement schemes are:
 � A47/A141 Guyhirn junction (opened for traffic 

in March 2022)
 � A47 Blofield to North Burlingham dualling 

(DCO granted June 2022)
 � A47 North Tuddenham to Easton dualling 

(DCO granted August 2022)
 � A47/A11 Thickthorn junction (anticipated DCO 

decision October 2022)
 � A47 Wansford to Sutton dualling (anticipated 

DCO decision January 2023)
 � A47 Great Yarmouth junction (construction 

expected to start late 2023/early 2024)



About the A47 Blofield to North 
Burlingham dualling scheme
In June 2022, we received development consent from the Secretary 
of State to proceed with our improvements to the A47 between 
Blofield and North Burlingham. This is the first scheme in the A47 
programme to successfully go through the DCO process.

Our work will involve replacing the existing single-lane section of the 
A47 between Blofield and North Burlingham, with a new two-lane 
dual carriageway. This will be 70m south of the existing road. 

We plan to make safety improvements to the Yarmouth Road 
junction at Blofield, closing the right turn and adding a dedicated 
lane to join the A47. We will also add a new bridge over the new 
dual carriageway. This will connect the villages of Blofield and North 
Burlingham and take traffic from Blofield toward Great Yarmouth. 

In addition, we are also changing the B1140 junction, with a new 
two-tier junction connecting B1140 South Walsham Road (north 
of the A47) with B1140 Coxhill Road (south of the A47). 

For safety reasons, we will close the direct access from Lingwood Road and 
Lingwood Lane to this part of the A47 when it becomes a dual carriageway.

Why is this dual carriageway needed?
This stretch of road connects areas of growing economic activity between 
Norwich and Great Yarmouth. Whilst around half of the A47 is already 
dual carriageway, the Blofield to North Burlingham section is not. 

Sandwiched between two dual carriageway sections, the A47 Blofield to 
North Burlingham is currently used by over 30,000 vehicles a day and 
acts as a bottleneck, resulting in congestion and leading to longer and 
less reliable journey times. This section of road also has a poor safety 
record, with a total of 42 collisions recorded on the section between 
2014 and 2018 (giving an average of nearly nine collisions per year). 

The greater Norwich area is set to see major housing and employment 
growth, including over 9000 new homes in Suffolk at Waveney.

Scheme benefits 
 � improve road safety and reduce the number of serious injuries  

on our roads
 � help improve journeys for local people and improve routes 

for cyclists, pedestrians and vulnerable users
 � reduce delays to motorists caused by congestion; improve 

the flow of traffic (especially at the road junctions); make 
journey times more reliable; and increase the capacity of 
the A47 road to cope with more vehicles in the future

 � enhance foraging opportunities for identified species by 
planting new trees and shrubs linking to existing habitats 

 � help boost local economic growth by supporting 
growth in employment and residential housing
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TimelineThe design
 � Building 1.6 miles of two-lane dual carriageway 

on the A47 south of the existing road 

 � Detrunking (handing back to the Local 
Highway Authority) of the existing A47 
between Blofield and Burlingham 

 � Improving the Yarmouth Road junction, 
including: 
 � closing direct access to the central 

reservation and High Noon Lane 
 � building a new merge lane/ slip road 
 � improving local access for the Sparrow 

Hall properties
 � Building two new bridges:

 � one to create a flyover at the junction with 
the B1140, to keep the traffic flowing on 
the A47

 � one at Blofield crossing the new A47 dual 
carriageway, connecting Yarmouth Road 
with the existing A47 road

 � Installing new drainage, including an 
attenuation pond to collect rainwater from 
the road during storms, and keeping existing 
drainage wherever possible 

 � Closing an existing layby just west of The 
Windle and creating a new layby instead to 
the west of Lingwood Lane 

 � New walking and cycling routes connecting 
Blofield and North Burlingham via both the 
B1140 and Blofield junctions 

 � Creating an agricultural access track for local use 

 � Installing boundary fencing, safety barriers 
and signs 

 � Relocating an intermediate-pressure gas main 
and other utilities along the corridor
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Construction
At times, some of our work may be noisy and cause construction dust, but 
we’ll work closely with the Local Authorities and our communities to manage 
this wherever possible.

Due to the nature of construction, some full closures may be required 
to facilitate specific activities and will be coordinated to minimise the 
number of closures required. Details of full closures will be arranged with 
the local highways authorities and via stakeholder engagement and we’ll 
communicate these as work progresses.

As a founder of the Considerate Constructors Scheme, National Highways’ 
aim is to always provide a safe environment for all those working on or 
travelling through our roadworks, while keeping delays to a minimum and 
motorists informed about our work. 

We’ll give advance notice of road closures on our website, via social media 
and road signs, and will share regular progress updates with stakeholders, 
local councils and residents. Please check for possible road closures and 
plan your route ahead of your journey.

Working hours
To allow us to complete our work efficiently and limit disruption 
to traffic, we’ll be working Mondays to Saturdays, and 
occasionally some Sundays. 

Our daytime working hours will be between 7am to 7pm. There 
will be occasions where we need to work overnight and we’ll 
communicate this in our closure information.

Speed limit 
For safety reasons, a 40mph speed limit will be put in place through 
roadworks.

Public footpaths 
We’ll keep these open for walkers and cyclists, although some temporary 
changes to the existing routes will be necessary. We’ll communicate this 
information on signs by the roadside. 

Lighting 
The permanent lights will be reinstalled once the scheme is open for traffic.

Environmental management 
We’ll protect the environment by minimising impacts and, where possible, 
improve the effects of transport on those living along the route of the new 
and existing road. 
We’ll do this by:

 � Promoting the conservation, protection and improvement of the 
environment within the scheme. 

 � Retaining, as far as reasonably practicable, the existing hedgerows, 
trees and habitats.  

 � Planting new trees and shrubs to link with existing habitats to support 
identified species and enhance foraging opportunities. 

 � Providing a variety of nesting and roosting opportunities for protected 
and notable species (nationally or locally scarce flora and fauna), 
including bats, reptiles and birds. 

 � Tending to the new trees and shrubs and monitoring the local wildlife  
at the site.



If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways information, please call  
0300 123 5000 or email: A47BlofieldtoNorthBurlinghamRIS@nationalhighways.co.uk and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2022.

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any 
format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view 
this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/ 
open-government-licence/

write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London 
TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database rights 2022 
OS 100030649. You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to 
respond to, or interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data. 
You are not permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data 
to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at  
www.nationalhighways.co.uk

For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000 and 
we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email  
info@nationalhighways.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the National Highways publications 
code PR160/22.

National Highways creative job number BED22 0052

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 
number and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 
and 02 calls.

These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other 
fixed line or payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources 
when issued directly by National Highways.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ

National Highways Limited registered in England and Wales number 
09346363

Stay informed
Stay informed by following us on social media or visiting our scheme 
website, where you can also sign up for regular updates, or please contact 
us using the details below:

 You can sign up to receive updates on our scheme website at  

 www.nationalhighways.co.uk/A47blofield  
 

 A47BlofieldtoNorthBurlinghamRIS@nationalhighways.co.uk

 Tel: 0300 123 5000 

  Follow us on Twitter and Facebook: @HighwaysEAST

@


