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Why the scheme is needed

In March 2020, the government’s second 
Road Investment Strategy included a 
commitment for National Highways to 
improve the A46 ‘TransMidlands Trade 
Corridor’ between the M5 and the 
Humber Ports, to create a continuous dual 
carriageway from Lincoln to Warwick.

The A46 is a nationally significant trade and 
export route, with ports at either end and 
East Midlands and Birmingham airports close 
by. The upgraded dual carriageway section, 
which opened in 2012, stopped three miles 
short of the A1, leaving a section of single 
carriageway around Newark.

Congestion on this single carriageway 
section of the A46 means that journeys are 
unreliable and take longer than they should. 
This will only get worse as more people are 
expected to use the road in the future.

From January 2015 to December 2019, 
accidents on this section of the A46 
resulted in 208 casualties. Accidents lead 
to closures, congestion and delays and 
have a direct impact on those involved. At 
National Highways safety is our top priority. 
We believe no one should be harmed when 
travelling or working on our roads and have 
committed to improving safety, reducing the 
number of people killed or seriously injured 
on our roads by at least 50%.

Introduction

Investing in your roads

At National Highways we believe in a 
connected country and our network 
makes these connections happen. We 
strive to improve our major roads and 
motorways - engineering the future to 
keep people moving today and moving 
better tomorrow. We want to make sure 
all our major roads are more dependable, 
durable and most importantly, safe. 
That’s why we’re delivering £27.4 billion of 
investment on our strategic road network 
(SRN) over the road period 2020-2025, 
the largest investment in a generation.

The A46 Newark Bypass is a critical part of this 
investment, reducing congestion in the area by 
making improvements to the route that connects 
the M1 and Leicester to the A1 and central 
Lincolnshire, which is great news for the local and 
regional economy.

This leaflet explains the preferred 
route for the scheme, how 
we have carried out public 
consultation, assessed the 
options and what will happen 
next.
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THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME ARE TO:

 � Make journeys safer for travellers along the 
A46 and the SRN 

 � Remove the bottleneck at Newark-on-Trent, 
so road users will have quicker and more 
reliable journeys

 � Support economic growth

 � Maintain, and where possible improve, 
facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and 
horseriders 

 � Deliver a scheme that minimises 
environmental impact and seeks to protect 
and enhance the local environment

 � Ensure that road users and nearby 
communities are fully considered through 
the design and delivery stages

We held a public consultation from 9th December 
2020 until 2nd February 2021 to seek views 
on two proposals, Options 1 and 2, which can 
be found on our website. Over 1,500 people 
responded and this feedback has helped us to 
understand local views and shape our proposals. 
We published a report in May 2021 summarising 
the feedback from the consultation, a copy of this 
is available on our website and can be requested 
via our contact details. 

After carefully considering all the feedback, we’ve 
modified our proposals to take account of the 
feedback. We’re now announcing a preferred 
route, which we’ll progress into the next stage of 
development. The preferred route is a modified 
version of Option 2, ‘Option 2 Modified’. The rest 
of this brochure explains the reasons for this 
selection. A detailed technical summary ‘Staged 
Overview of Assessment Report’ is available on 
our website.



This map is a diagrammatic representation. A more detailed version of this map is available on our website. Not to scale. 
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2022 Ordnance Survey 100030649. 
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THE PREFERRED ROUTE:
We have chosen Option 2 Modified as our preferred route
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Whilst there are no easy answers to the 
challenges of improving the A46 around 
Newark, the results of our assessment work 
and responses to our consultation have 
identified Option 2 Modified as the best 
solution. 

The preferred route will feature: 

 � Widening the A46 to a dual carriageway to 
provide two lanes in each direction between 
the Farndon and Winthorpe junctions

 � A new bridge over the A1 to the north of the 
existing bridge

 � A flyover junction at Cattle Market with the 
A46 elevated to pass over the roundabout

 � Adding traffic lights to Farndon junction to 
improve traffic flows during peak hours

 � Enlarging Winthorpe junction to a five-arm 
roundabout with traffic lights to connect the 
new A46 link

While key features of the scheme remain 
the same as Option 2, following your 
feedback and additional assessments, we 
have modified the route to be further away 
from Winthorpe, and partially back on to 
the existing A46, between Friendly Farmer 
roundabout and Winthorpe junction.

 

THE REASONS FOR OPTION 2 MODIFIED

Responses to the options consultation on Option 
1 and Option 2 revealed greater overall support 
for Option 2, largely due to the proposed layout 

at Cattle Market junction.

Creating a flyover for the A46 to pass over Cattle 
Market junction and adding traffic lights at 

Farndon roundabout means Option 2 Modified 
provides additional capacity on the A46 and the 
greatest travel time savings. This means that this 

option also delivers better value for money.

Separating A46 through-traffic from the local 
traffic network will also improve the safety of 

road users, pedestrians, cyclists and 
horse riders.

Overall, Option 2 and Option 2 Modified are 
environmentally better than Option 1. Option 2 

Modified would reduce the overall environmental 
impact of the scheme compared to Option 2 by:

 

Reducing the view of the scheme from the 
Winthorpe area

Reducing noise and vibration impacts for local 
residents by moving the road further away, whilst 

keeping it close to ground level

Minimising the impact on Winthorpe 
Conservation Area 

Reducing the impact on biodiversity by 
minimising the overall area covered by the 

scheme
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The public consultation that 
informed this decision

We consulted on two options for the A46 
Newark Bypass from 9 December 2020 to 
2 February 2021. Both options would widen 
the A46 to a dual carriageway, providing two 
lanes in each direction between the Farndon 
and Winthorpe junctions. Both options would 
include a new link and a new bridge over the 
A1 to the north of the existing bridge. The key 
differences between the options presented 
were:

 � Option 1 would change the layout of 
Cattle Market junction to add traffic lights 
and allow the A46 to pass through the 
centre of the roundabout, whereas Option 
2 would include a flyover at this junction 
with the A46 elevated to pass over the 
roundabout.

 � Option 1 would cross over the A1 to 
the south of Winthorpe and re-join the 
existing A46 to the west of Winthorpe 
junction, with a flyover across the A46 
to provide access from the Friendly 
Farmer roundabout and the A1 to the 
A46 eastbound. In Option 2, the new 
section of A46 would cross over the A1 
and run slightly to the north of the existing 
road, rejoining at an enlarged Winthorpe 
junction.

Feedback we received 
from the public consultation:

 � 82% of respondents* agreed that improvements 
to the A46 Newark Bypass were needed. 

 � Respondents* were dissatisfied or strongly 
dissatisfied with the following elements of the 
current A46 Newark Bypass:

 � Congestion (85% of respondents)
 � Road layout (67% of respondents)
 � Journey time (62% of respondents)

 � There was a clear preference for Option 2 for 
delivering improvements to the A46 Newark 
Bypass. Nearly two-thirds of respondents 
(65%) supported Option 2, whereas 23% of 
respondents supported Option 1. 

 � Respondents favoured the Cattle Market 
junction design in Option 2 and its ability to 
reduce congestion and improve traffic flow.

 � Responses on the proposed layouts between 
the A1 and Winthorpe junction were mixed, with 
Option 2 preferred by 39% of respondents, 34% 
preferring Option 1 and 24% preferring neither 
option.

You can find more information about our 
consultation in the Report on Public Consultation 
which is available on our project website at 
nationalhighways.co.uk/a46-newark-bypass.

* Respondents who completed the consultation response form.
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Coronavirus mitigation 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic we were unable 
to hold traditional consultation exhibitions. To 
make sure as many people as possible had the 
opportunity to consider the options, ask questions 
and ultimately make an informed response to the 
public consultation we:

 � Posted consultation brochures and response 
forms to 8260 addresses closest to the scheme 
with a further 9419 postcards with details about 
the consultation posted to local addresses

 � Provided a call back service to allow people 
to speak to a member of the project team at a 
mutually convenient time, either by telephone or 
as an online meeting

 � Used social media, news outlets and an 
advertising van to increase publicity of the 
consultation

 � Increased the consultation period to eight 
weeks, from the standard six weeks

We received 1584 responses to the consultation. 
These included responses from local authorities, 
affected landowners, businesses and local 
communities. Responses were received both from 
people living locally to the A46 and those living 
further afield.

No matter how you chose to give us your feedback, 
we have read and considered every response you 
gave us. Where comments relate to matters that 
have yet to be decided, such as environmental 
mitigation or detailed junction layouts, they will be 
carefully considered as we continue the scheme’s 
development.
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Respondents highlighted 
the need for the scheme 
to consider Network Rail’s 
aspirations to separate 
the levels of the existing 
flat crossing between the 
Nottingham to Lincoln line 
and the East Coast mainline 
at Newark-on-Trent.

Some respondents were 
concerned about the 
negative environmental 
impacts on the village and 
the conservation area of 
Winthorpe. 

There was support for 
exploring alternatives in 
the vicinity of Winthorpe 
in order to minimise the 
impact, and alternatives 
were submitted by the 
‘Think Again’ action 
group and Winthorpe with 
Langford Parish Council.

Newark flat rail crossing

Environmental impacts at 
Winthorpe Village

We have worked with Network Rail and the 
Department for Transport to identify and 
understand any conflicts between the A46 Newark 
Bypass scheme and potential rail schemes, and to 
discuss opportunities for working together. 

As a result, we identified a location immediately to 
the east of the sewage works underpass where 
the schemes would be very close together. We 
have changed the layout of the eastbound off-slip 
to Brownhills roundabout to increase the space 
between the railway and the road so that a future 
rail scheme would not be prevented by our scheme. 
We will continue to work together as the design of 
both schemes is developed.

We have listened to these concerns and, in response 
to this, have developed and modelled Option 2 
Modified. This would move the route of the new A1 
crossing approximately 75m further from Winthorpe 
than Option 2. 

Option 2 Modified would narrow the ‘old A46’ 
between Friendly Farmer and Winthorpe 
roundabouts to a single carriageway, using the 
existing westbound carriageway. The existing 
eastbound carriageway would be used for part of the 
new A46 link.

We helped Winthorpe with Langford Parish Council 
develop their alternative option. This would move the 
new A46 link to the south of the existing A46, into 
the Showground, which unfortunately concluded as 
having increased environmental impacts. This was 
therefore not selected as the preferred option.

The alternative route proposed by the ‘Think Again’ 
action group is very similar in layout to Option 2 
Modified, but with the new A46 link crossing the 
A1 further south and the link from Friendly Farmer 
to Winthorpe junctions to the south of the existing 
A46. As we develop the detail of the scheme further, 
we will optimise the location of the roads within the 
existing constraints. 

What you told us Our response:
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Concerns were raised 
by local residents that 
the scheme would have 
negative environmental 
impacts including noise, 
vibration, visual impact and 
light pollution.

Some respondents raised 
concerns about the use of 
traffic lights at roundabouts 
and the congestion that 
this would cause. Some 
highlighted existing issues 
of traffic queuing back 
from the level crossing on 
the Great North Road to 
the south of Cattle Market 
junction.

Environmental impact for 
local residents

Congestion at roundabouts

The proposed design would widen the A46 away 
from Newark in order to retain as much of the 
existing vegetation as practical to lessen the potential 
impact on views from Newark.

It is our policy to install low noise road surfacing 
where practical in noise sensitive areas. As a result of 
your feedback we have also identified other potential 
noise mitigation options, such as noise fencing or 
landscaping that could benefit properties close to the 
scheme and should be considered for inclusion. 

In the next stage of the scheme’s development 
we will carry out assessments to consider what 
environmental mitigation measures may be needed. 
We will hold another consultation which will 
include more detail about the scheme design and 
environmental mitigation.

Traffic lights will only be used where they are expected 
to improve the operation of a junction; they may also 
only be used during peak hours or on some arms of a 
junction, if assessments show it would improve traffic 
flows.

We have used the forecast traffic flows to model all 
the junction designs to ensure we understand their 
operation. These will be developed further and used 
to design the detailed layout of the junctions as we 
progress the scheme. 

We have also included the level crossing in our traffic 
model so that we can understand how it affects local 
traffic. As we develop the details of the scheme, we 
will work with Network Rail and train operators to look 
for opportunities to improve the existing situation.

What you told us Our response:
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Some respondents told us 
that the A1 junction needs 
to be improved as part of 
this scheme.

Some respondents asked 
for a combination of Option 
1 and Option 2; with Option 
2 at the western end to 
provide grade separation at 
Cattle Market junction and 
Option 1 at the eastern end.

The A1/A46 junction

A hybrid of Option 1 
and Option 2

We have modelled the forecast traffic movements 
at these junctions in order to understand how the 
scheme would impact their operation. This modelling 
will be refined as the scheme is developed and 
used to design potential modifications to the existing 
roundabouts in order to improve their operation, 
such as changes to signing and road markings. Early 
traffic modelling indicates this approach will reduce 
traffic using the A1/A46 junction by around half, 
enabling the junction to operate within its capacity.

A hybrid option was developed in response to your 
feedback. We modelled and assessed this option so 
that it could be considered fully at the option selection 
stage. This hybrid option provided similar travel time 
savings and additional capacity on the A46 to Option 
2, but, due to the raised flyover link from Friendly 
Farmer roundabout, had a greater environmental 
impact than Option 2 Modified. For these reasons, it 
was not selected as our preferred option. 

What you told us Our response:
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Next steps

We are currently at the end of Stage 2 – option 
selection, as indicated in the diagram below. 

We are committed to engaging with local 
communities and road users during the 
development and construction of this project. 
During the next stage of the scheme, we’ll carry 
out further surveys and assessments to allow 
us to develop the design of the preferred option 
further. 

As part of this process, we will hold a further 
consultation to get your feedback on a more 
detailed design of the scheme before we continue 
the scheme’s development. 

Application for Development 
Consent Order

As we move forward, it is likely that we 
will be required to make an application 
for a Development Consent Order (DCO) 
to get consent to construct this scheme.  
The DCO application will be made to the 
Planning Inspectorate who will examine the 
application in public hearings and then make 
a recommendation to the Secretary of State for 
Transport, who will decide whether or not the 
scheme will go ahead. More information about 
the DCO process can be found on the Planning 
Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/

OPTIONS
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If you need help accessing this or any 
other National Highways information, 
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will 
help you. More information

For more information about the scheme, please visit 
our website, where you can also sign up to receive 
regular updates: 
nationalhighways.co.uk/a46-newark-bypass 

The following documents are also available to read 
and download via a link on the project website:

 � Report on Public Consultation

 � Staged Overview of Assessment Report

 � Development Consent Order Leaflet

 � Detailed maps of the preferred route

If you require a copy of any of the documents or 
would like to talk with a member of our team, you 
can get in touch with us using the details below.

In writing: 
A46 Newark Bypass Team, National Highways 
2 Colmore Square, 38 Colmore Circus 
Birmingham, B4 6BN

By email: 
A46newarkbypass@nationalhighways.co.uk

By telephone (24 hours):  
0300 123 5000 – our Customer Contact Centre will 
pass on a message to the project team 

Website: 
nationalhighways.co.uk/a46-newark-bypass

© Crown copyright 2022. 
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence:  
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or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database rights 2022 OS 
100030649. You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, or 
interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data. You are not permitted 
to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at www.nationalhighways.co.uk 
For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000 and we will 
help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@nationalhighways.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the National Highways publications code 
PR102/21.

National Highways creative job number BHM22_0012

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number 
and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls. 
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or 
payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources when 
issued directly by National Highways.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ. National 
Highways Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363


