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Minutes A358 Taunton to Southfields Scheme 

Title:  
A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme – Community 
Forum, October 2021 

 

Date:  
07 October 
2021 

Time: 
18:00 

20:00 
Location: Microsoft Teams 

Attendees:  

Independent Chair 

National Highways 

  

Somerset County Council 

Somerset West and Taunton Council 

Office of Rebecca Pow MP 

Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council 

West Hatch Parish Council 

Ruishton, Thornfalcon and Henlade Parish Council 

Stoke St Mary Parish Council 

Horton Parish Council 

Broadway Parish Council 

Ashill Parish Council 

Pitminster Parish Council 

North Curry Parish Council 

Creech St Michael Parish Council 

Beercrocombe Parish Council 

Illminster Town Council 

West Monkton Parish Council 

Curry Mallett Parish Council 

Ilton Parish Council 

Donyatt Parish Council 

Somserset County Scouts 

Taunton Area Cycling Campaign 

British Horse Society 

South Somerset Bridleways 

Taunton Deane Bridleways 

Forestry Commission 

Chair:  Independent Chair 

Circulation:  Those present. 

Meeting 
objective(s): 

 
To provide an update on the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling 
Scheme  

 

No. Item Actions 



 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Page 2 of 9 

Minutes A358 Taunton to Southfields Scheme 

1.  Welcome and introduction 

 

The Independent Chair (SM) welcomed attendees to the session 
and provided an introduction. A request was made for attendees to 
announce in the session chatbox which parish, business or 
organisation they would be representing.  
 

SM outlined the agenda, noting that the meeting would focus on a 
range of matters including the preliminary design update and 
process, proposals from the group of joint parish councils, an 
environmental update, information about the upcoming statutory 
consultation period and the Development Consent Order (DCO) 
process.  

 

SM also confirmed that an email invitation had been issued by 
National Highways in advance of the Forum meeting offering all 
attendees an opportunity to make a short statement setting out 
their position for the benefit of other attendees. Eight Forum 
attendees had registered their interest in presenting their positions 
during the session. SM said that the offer remained open if there 
were others present who would like to speak but had not 
responded to the email.  

 

2.  Agenda 
 
KL introduced themselves as the Senior Project Manager for the 
scheme and outlined the agenda for the session, which includes: 
 

- A scheme update and overview of the engagement that 
has been carried out recently 

- An update on the preliminary design and optioneering 
process 

- Feedback from the room from those who have 
registered their interest in presenting their positions 

- An environmental update 
- Details about the upcoming statutory consultation 

period 
- AOB 

 
KL also provided a short update on the recent name change from 
Highways England to National Highways, confirming that the 
operations of the organisation will not change.  

 

3.  Safety moment 

 

KL presented the National Highways safety moment which 
focused on winter weather and advice for drivers using roads in 
wet, cold or windy weather conditions.   

 

4.  Scheme update - summary of engagement   
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KL ran through the summary of recent engagement that the 
project team have had with local communities and organisations in 
the time since the previous Community Forum event. This 
included local authority, parish council and MP briefings, as well 
as meetings with walking, cycling and horse-riding stakeholders 
(including disabled users).  

5.  Design and optioneering update  

 

MK provided a recap  on the lifecycle of the project. The scheme is 
currently in the Preliminary Design stage (Stage 3) which involves 
developing the design of the preferred route  (announced in June 
2019) to allow for full assessment and planning consent (DCO) 
application to be made. 

 

MK  presented a summary of the response from National 
Highways to the design proposals provided to the project team by 
the group of joint parish councils including which proposals were 
to be taken forward as part ofthe preliminary design, those which 
were not proposed to be included, along with an explanation as to 
why. 

 

MK went on to present the detail of the full preliminary design for 
the scheme and confirmed that the route as shown would be the 
one that is taken forward to  Statutory Consultation . The route 
was presented to the forum in the following format: 

 

Slide 1 – Overall route layout  

Slide 2 – M5 J25 to Mattock’s Tree Green 

Slide 3 – Mattock’s Tree Green to Hatch Beauchamp 

Slide 4 – Hatch Beauchamp to Ashill 

Slide 5 – Ashill to Southfields 

 

 

6.  Feedback from the room  

 

SM introduced the next section of the Forum where attendees had 
been invited to share their feedback or position with other 
members of the Forum. Each speaker was asked to keep to a 2-3 
minute time limit to ensure that everyone had an equal and fair 
opportunity to speak.  

 

BB (on behalf of Beercrocombe Parish Council) confirmed that the 
community [the joint group of parish councils] had presented a 
further set of proposals following the briefings with the project 
team held in September 2021. They requested that National 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NH have 
circulated the 
most recent 
proposals from 
the group of 
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Highways circulate a copy of these proposals to forum attendees 
and advised that any attendees who would like to request a copy 
could get in touch.  

 

BB noted that the most recent proposals contained a two-page 
overview which simplifies what the suggested proposals are. They 
added that one of core issues raised was access and  they 
believed that the scheme was different from guidance within 
GD300 design standard. They added that the note provided to 
National Highways on 30 September 2021 included explicit 
instructions to reconfigure the project as a normal dual 
carriageway. BB believed that there was no such category within 
the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) that covered 
‘high quality dual carriageway’ which is how the route was being 
presented. BB believed that the scheme was aiming to deliver an 
expressway which was one category below a motorway, and along 
with many other parishes did not see the need for a motorway to 
connect three roundabouts along the route. BB added that the 
project was costing a large amount of money and would result in 
disturbance to the local environment. The project could be 
simplified if National Highways followed what has been done at the 
A303 Sparkford to Ilchester scheme. 

 

BB highlighted the note provided to National Highways on 30 
September which also contains challenges on the governance of 
the scheme adding that this challenge would be presented to the 
Planning Inspectorate during the DCO process. This also raised 
challenges regarding safety and GG 104 (requirements for safety 
risk assessment) policies.  

 

BB felt that local villages will be affected by the current design of 
the scheme and that there has been no mitigation made for them. 
For these reasons, it was important to convince National Highways 
to alter the preliminary design based on the proposals provided, 
particularly noting the request for slip road access at certain 
locations.  

 

RL (representing North Curry Parish Council) noted that a recent 
BBC article regarding improvements to the A358 being dropped 
had been corrected by National Highways. It was also requested 
that National Highways explain why seven of the proposals put 
forward by the joint group of parish councils had been rejected, 
and if access to the rationale behind these decisions would be 
made available.  

 

SM thanked RL for their question and re-confirmed that as this 
section of the forum was to allow attendees to present their 

joint parish 
councils to 
forum 
attendees on 
11 October 
2021 
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position and for the project team to listen, immediate responses 
were not being provided at this point.  

 

MD (representing Taunton Area Cycling Campaign TACC) noted 
that a formal response from the National Highways regional 
director to their petition signed by over 1000 people, calling for 
good cycling provision on the scheme, including a parallel cycling 
route had not been received. MD added that working with the 
project team had made limited progress towards the aim of a 
strategic cycle route between Taunton and Ilminster, however if 
agreement cannot be found between National Highways and 
Somerset County Council as to who will fund the offline sections 
then the only option would be to return to the requested proposal 
for the cycle track. It was hoped that parish councils also saw the 
need for a strategic cycle route and that their proposals can be 
compatible. 

 

MD highlighted that positives of the scheme included that the 
bridge crossings on the strategic cycle route are to CD 195 
standards, meaning there are good gradients for cycling and 
visibility. It was added that particular concerns regarding cycling 
safety on the current dual carriageway at Junction 25 to 
Thornfalcon, as well as Mattock’s Tree Green junction (as the 
approaches have steep gradients and 60mph speeds on the slip 
roads) remained.  

 

MD also noted the preference for a cycle track through the 
Southfields Roundabout, instead of directing cyclists from the 
Dean Crossing up to the busier and narrower Horton Cross Road. 

 

RH (representing Stoke St Mary Parish Council) shared a 
slidepresenting their position. The particular concern related to 
Mattock’s Tree Green in that, if there are any issues with traffic at 
Junction 25, then traffic will attempt to head off at Mattock’s Tree 
Green and drive through Stoke St Mary where there are a number 
of local schools. It was asked if National Highways could provide a 
restriction on traffic in the form of a sign [such as that which RH 
presented which displayed ‘No vehicles except for access’] to 
reduce any potential increase in traffic.    

 

RH also highlighted that the preliminary design has three 
roundabouts, which means that the scheme has to be classed as 
a dual-lane all-purpose road. It was added that the original pink 
route that was consulted on prior to the pink modified route, only 
included one roundabout at Southfields and had what was 
believed to be a better benefit to cost ratio (BCR).  
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CS (representing Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council) endorsed the 
points raised by BB earlier in the session, adding that many 
residents in Hatch Beauchamp are angry that they are 
disproportionately affected by the scheme owing to the proposals 
for two flyovers along the route and that their lives will be affected 
both during and after construction. It was noted that the six week 
consultation period is not sufficient time for a scheme of this type. 
A question was also asked as to how claims that the road will be 
made safer as a result of this scheme can be substantiated.  

 

CS was also disappointed that Somerset County Council had not 
engaged with them in any substantial way and had not yet 
responded to correspondence from August 2021 regarding the 
climate emergency.  

 

KR (representing West Hatch Parish Council) confirmed support 
for the views that BB and CS had presented earlier in the forum 
and felt that National Highways were not taking the proposals put 
forward by the joint group of parish councils seriously. It was 
added that key concerns are the need for a Henlade Bypass and 
issues with both the Southfields and Nexus 25 roundabouts. A 
request was made for an explanation as to why the project team 
has not considered building the Henlade Bypass, before moving 
on to progressing with proposals for the dual carriageway. 

 

MM (representing West Hatch Parish Council) drew attention to 
personal past experience as a project manager of many large 
engineering projects and noted that the position presented drew 
on that experience. The delivery of infrastructure projects in the 
UK was compared with those that have taken place internationally, 
noting the cost of key materials such as steel and concrete. 
Relating this to the scheme, MM noted that the most important 
thing for local people is the Henlade Bypass and that it was felt 
that overspecification of the current scheme would not meet those 
aims or needs.  

 

MH (representing Broadway Parish Council) confirmed support for 
the proposals put forward by BB on behalf of the group of joint 
parish councils. It was added that the scheme includes three at-
grade roundabouts which puts the scheme at variance with GD300 
which requires grade-separated junctions. MH noted that these 
junctions would allow local traffic to join and exit the dual 
carriageway safely and this was felt to be something that the 
proposals put forward by the group of joint parish councils would 
also achieve.  

 

MH added that a large number of venues in Broadway, such as 
the doctors' surgery, village hall and church are all located at the 
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A358 end of the village and so if access is not provided to the new 
dual carriageway, traffic will need to go through to the old A358 
and small, countryside roads such as Suggs Lane. Referring to 
Southfields Roundabout, MH noted that the group of joint parish 
councils believe that a new grade-separated junction should be 
considered as the best answer in both the short term and long 
term, adding a detailed resume of what was being proposed at the 
roundabout and their concerns relating to this was being prepared.  

 

DL (representing Ruishton, Thornfalcon and Henlande Parish 
Council) reaffirmed the points raised by BB earlier in the session 
that a Bypass is needed at Henlade in order to improve the air 
quality and traffic concerns. It was also noted that the need for this 
bypass has been proposed since  the beginning of consultations 
for this route.  

 

SM invited any other attendees who would like to present their 
feedback or position to take the floor.  

 

SW noted that they feel that the preliminary design as it stands, 
and the Stoke Road overbridge in particular, will not address the 
issue of traffic rat running through lower Henlade and onto what 
will be the old A358. It was added that the project team should be 
able to provide the reasoning behind certain proposals that were 
put forward by the joint parish councils not being adopted as part 
of the preliminary design.  

 

RB (representing Ruishton, Thornfalcon and Henlande Parish 
Council) noted involvement with previous discussions and 
consultations on this scheme in the past. Reservations had been 
raised about the proposed location for the road and it was felt that 
the route may have been better placed going through the 
Blackdown Hills. RB agreed with DL’s comments that this scheme 
will not provide a bypass for Henlade and will split Henlade and 
Lower Henlade. 

 

BB (on behalf of Beercrocombe Parish Council) raised an 
additional point about relaxations or departures from GD300 
relating to this scheme. It was noted that a request had been 
made for the proposals put forward by the joint group of parish 
councils be presented alongside the preliminary design at 
statutory consultation events.  

 

7.  Environmental update 

 

CE introduced themselves as the environment lead for the project 
and provided a brief overview of the processes that have been 
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undertaken relating to environment on the scheme. This includes 
the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report and the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

 

8.  Statutory consultation – next steps 

 

AW introduced themselves as a member of the stakeholder 
engagement and consultation team for the project.  An overview of 
the key details of the upcoming statutory consultation, launching 
on 12 October and closing on 22 November 2021 was provided 

 

AW also gave an overview of the key links, documents and the 
virtual and in-person information events that will be taking place 
during the consultation process and explained how the 
consultation period will feed into the DCO application process. The 
importance of as many people as possible taking part in the 
consultation and providing the project team with their feedback on 
the scheme was re-iterated.  

 

 

9.  AOB – additional questions 

 

MM asked a question about the Fivehead River during the 
construction phase for the scheme and noted that a risk 
assessment should be carried out on the local roads that may 
attract more traffic as a result of the scheme.  

 

RL asked if the closing date for the consultation was also the 
closing date for feedback submissions to be received by National 
Highways. AW confirmed that the close of the consultation would 
act as the cut off point for feedback submissions and that the 
project team could not guarantee that responses received after 
this date would be reviewed as part of the process.  

 

RH asked when a copy of the updated traffic modelling data for 
the scheme would be available, as well as for details on how 
consultation feedback responses would be reviewed and taken on 
board. AW confirmed that every piece of feedback received during 
the consultation will be reviewed and the issues logged as part of 
the process. A traffic technical note would be made available as 
part of the consultation materials.  

 

SM thanked all Forum attendees for their time and input during the 
session and reiterated the key dates and details for the upcoming 
statutory consultation period. 
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SM closed the session. 


