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Title: A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme  

Community Forum, May 2022 
 
Date: 10 May 

2022 

 
Time: 

18:00 – 
18:40 

 
Location: 

 
Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Attendees:               

Independent Chair  
National Highways 
West Hatch Parish Council 
Somerset and West Taunton Council 
Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council 
North Curry Parish Council  
Bickenhall Parish Council 
Beercrocombe Parish Council 
South Somerset District Council 
Ruishton, Thornfalcon and Henlade Parish Council 
Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council 
Blackdown District Scouts 
West Hatch Parish Council 
Ashill Parish Council 
Stoke St Mary Parish Council 
Somerset County Scouts 
South Somerset Bridleways Association 

Chair: Independent Chair     

Circulation: Those present.     

Meeting 
objective(s): To provide an update on the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme 

 
 

No. Item Actions 

1. Welcome, Introductions and Agenda  

 The Independent Chair welcomed the attendees to the 6th meeting 
of the A358 Community Forum.  
 
The Chair outlined the agenda for the meeting and as the meeting 
would be recorded, participants were asked if there were any 
objections to this. None were raised and the recording was started.  
Before moving on to housekeeping, the Chair asked those 
members of the project team who were presenting to introduce 
themselves.  

 
The Chair advised the Forum that the recent poll had shown a 
preference by members for a virtual evening event. As views can 
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change, a similar poll will be circulated in advance of each future 
Community Forum meeting to allow members to express a 
preference. 
 
It was added that if at any time members of the Forum would like 
to request an in-person meeting with a member of the project 
team, then they should get in touch using the contact details on the 
slide.  
 
Attendees were asked to confirm attendance at the meeting using 
the chat function to note their name and also who they were 
representing. Similarly, before asking a question, attendees were 
requested to introduce themselves and to let those at the meeting 
know who they were speaking on behalf of.  
 

2. Safety moment  

 The safety moment was led by the National Highways team and 
focused on the importance of being a good neighbour, for example 
reporting on a collapsed manhole cover. Attendees were 
encouraged to report any issues they may come across to the 
Somerset County Council, or to call National Highways on 0300 
123 5000, or if it is believed to be an urgent problem call the police 
on 999 or 101. 
 
A minute of silence was observed as a mark of respect following 
the news of a fatality on the A358 earlier in the day.  

 

3. Project update  

 Before moving on to the project update the Chair advised attendees 
that what was about to follow was confidential and asked that they 
respect the request from the project team not to share the update 
beyond the Forum until it was made public later in the week. The 
project team would explain the reasons for this.   
 
Pre-election period 
Attendees were reminded that at the last Forum meeting National 
Highways had explained that due to the upcoming pre-election 
period (21 March-6 May 2022) no announcements could be made 
with regards to the scheme. This period had just ended and the 
meeting today was the first opportunity to provide an update.  
 
A brief update on the project was provided. Changes have been 
made to the preliminary design following feedback from the 2021 
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statutory consultation.  
 
As a result there would be a supplementary consultation to provide 
people with an opportunity to have their say on these changes. It 
was emphasised that this supplementary consultation would not be 
a consultation on the full scheme but would focus on specific 
changes.  
 
Activity since public consultation  
A brief recap of what had been happening since the statutory public 
consultation in autumn 2021 was provided. This included land and 
archaeology surveys. The feedback to the previous consultation had 
informed the changes to the proposals. 
 
Design changes – Key themes 
National Highways would not be reconsulting on the entire scheme 
and this consultation does not supersede the statuary consultation 
that was held last year. Instead, National Highways is seeking 
feedback on specific modifications to the preliminary design, which 
has been categorised into four main themes:  

• Transport, traffic flows and access 
• Walking, cycling, horse-riding and disabled-user access  
• Environmental mitigation 
• Location of main construction compound  

The team were not able to go into depth about the modifications 
until the supplementary consultation had begun. 
 
Supplementary consultation 
The supplementary consultation would be held from Tuesday 24 
May to Sunday 26 June 2022 and full information would be released 
on 24 May. 
 
The supplementary consultation is the opportunity for the attendees 
to submit their feedback on the preliminary design changes before 
the Development Consent Order (DCO) application is submitted 
later this year. 
 
Timeline 
The short-term project timeline was set out along with details of 
what would happen leading up to the supplementary consultation to 
raise awareness of the forthcoming consultation. 

• 21 March – 6 May: pre-election period 
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• 10 May: Community Forum briefing and also briefing with the 
local authorities (Somerset County Council, Somerset West 
and Taunton Council and South Somerset District Council)   

• 13 May: postcards mailed to 16,000+ addresses to raise 
awareness of upcoming supplementary consultation and 
issue of press release  

• 24 May: supplementary consultation will start  

• 26 June: supplementary consultation will end at 23:59 
 
The Chair invited questions from attendees  
The Advisor to Parish Councils asked if information could be shared 
with a Parish Council the following day (11 May) as the Parish 
Council was aware they were attending the Community Forum 
meeting this evening. In response the project team asked that this 
information waited until the embargo was lifted later in the week. 
 

4. How to get involved  

  
Our approach to consultation 
The project team outlined how attendees could get involved in the 
consultation and explained why a hybrid approach had been 
selected. This was not due to COVID restrictions but recognised that 
a lot of people had previously taken the time to explore the virtual 
engagement room and online materials.  
 
The consultation materials would all be online, but they would also 
be available in hard copy in public places. There would be three in-
person events, which was the same number as last time (26 May 
Monks Yard, 8 June Somerset County Cricket Club and 11 June 
Taunton Racecourse). The in-person events are spread out to avoid 
the public holidays. The feedback from the statutory consultation 
was that those attending would like these events to end later in the 
evening for those who work, which has been taken on board. 
 

All the consultation materials would be available on the website on 
the 24 May.  
 
A virtual engagement room would be launched on 24 May. This has 
been modified to improve the accessibility following feedback about 
the virtual engagement room last year.  
 
Consultation materials 
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The consultation materials that would be available would include: 
• Consultation booklet – overview of the changes that are 

being consulted on and signposts as to where to find more 
information 

• Questionnaire – online and hard copy would be available. 
The online questionnaire has been refined to a modular 
questionnaire which will enable the participant to select the 
questions that they want to answer rather than having to fill 
out the whole thing  

• Summary of changes booklet – will provide an overview of 
all the changes made since 2021 consultation  

• Responding to feedback from our 2021 consultation – a 
high-level overview of feedback from the previous 
consultation and how that has been taken into account  

• Updated Technical traffic note  
• Environmental note – focusing on the impacts and benefits 

of the changes that are being proposed, much more slim 
lined and consumable than last time 

• Update maps, plans and drawings 
• Update fly-through video and other online tools 

 
All the materials would be available online from 24 May via 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields  
Materials would also be available in hard copy upon request and at 
locations across the route. 
 

The Chair of Hatch Beauchamp PC asked if hard copies would be 
available to the Parish Councils and whether they could be delivered 
(10 hard copies). This was confirmed and an offline discussion was 
suggested to agree specific orders.  
 
Members were invited to email the project inbox with any specific 
requirements for materials. 
 
Webinars 
Changes had been made to the webinars based on the feedback 
from the previous consultation. Learning from this, four webinars 
were proposed. These would be run in a similar way to the 
Community Forum where there will be a quick presentation followed 
by an opportunity for attendees to ask questions either verbally or 
via the chat function. 
 

• Webinar 1: 25 May – 12:30pm 

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields
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• Webinar 2: 7 June – 12:30pm 
• Webinar 3: 9 June – 7:00pm  
• Webinar 4: 14 June – 7:00pm 

 
How you will be able to have your say from Tuesday 24 May 
2022 
There were a number of ways in which people could get involved in 
the supplementary consultation: Online via the project webpage: 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields 

• Email via: 
A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk 

• Post: FREEPOST A358 TAUNTON TO SOUTHFIELDS 
(address must be written in capital and you do not need a 
stamp) 

From 24 May, hard copy feedback forms could be collected at one 
of the designated information points at the in-person events or 
requested by: 

• Calling 0300 123 5000 
• Emailing: 

A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk 
All responses must be received by Sunday 26 June at 23:59. 
 

Questions 
 

The Advisor to Community of Parishes asked about how the 
webinars would work – in particular if all four webinars would be the 
same or if they would be divided up into different sections/topics. In 
response, it was confirmed that all webinars will contain the same 
information. The reason for the four sessions was to allow a range 
of dates / times for attendees.  
 

The representative of Beercrocombe Parish Council asked if 
Somerset County Council was represented on the Forum as they 
wanted them to engage with the Parish Councils before the 24 May. 
The comment was noted and National Highways committed to 
passing on the feedback to the Council. 
 

The representative of Beercrocombe Parish Council asked a 
question regarding the GG104 Requirements for safety risk 
assessment procedure, in particular whether the assessment had 
been completed/published ahead of the supplementary consultation.  
As this was a technical question which had also been received in 
writing and as none of the technical team were in attendance at this 

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields
mailto:A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk
mailto:A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk
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Forum it was not possible to provide a response at the meeting. 
However a written response would be provided shortly.  
 

The representative of Stoke St Mary PC commented that they had 
found the previous traffic note in the last consultation to be of “poor 
quality”. They would like more traffic information this time around 
and for this to be presented in a modified way. The project team 
said that this feedback would be shared with the technical team.  
 

The Forum was advised that the project team was planning to meet 
with the Parish Councils during the supplementary consultation 
period and the traffic team will be at the meeting to answer 
questions about traffic.  
 

5. Next steps  

  
Following the supplementary consultation all the feedback will be 
formally reviewed and recorded. This feedback would then be 
included in the final consultation report. 
 
The Development Consent Order (DCO) application is expected to 
be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate later this year. 
 

Attendees were encouraged to share the news of this consultation 
with their communities after the 12 May. A stakeholder pack would 
be coming out in the next few days which would enable easy 
sharing. This pack would be downloadable from the website.  
 
Attendees were asked members of the Forum would appreciate 
hearing the views of an external stakeholder on the strategic 
importance of the scheme in the South West region at the next 
meeting. The views of attendees with regard to his were requested. 
No date has been set for the next Forum.   
 

 

6. Close  

  
The Chair asked participants for their assistance in raising 
awareness of the supplementary consultation in their local 
communities. It was important that all the voices are heard across 
the different communities and the Parish Councils and organisations 
represented on the Forum had a key role in this.  
 

The Chair reminded the meeting that the project team was available 
to have one-to-one meetings for any further questions. 
 

Prior to formally closing the meeting, the Chair thanked all Forum 
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attendees for their time and input during the session. 
 
 

 


