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Title: A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme – Community  Forum, 

February 2022 
 
Date: 15 February 

2022 

 
Time: 

18:00 – 
20:00 

 
Location: 

 
Microsoft Teams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendees: 

Independent Chair  
National Highways 
Ashill Parish Council  
Beercrocombe Parish Council 
Bickenhall Parish Council 
Blackdown District Scouts 
Blackdown Hills AONB 
Broadway Parish Council 
Donyatt Parish Council 
Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council 
National Farmers Union 
Somerset County Council 
Somerset West and Taunton Council  
Somerset County Scouts  
South Somerset Bridleways Association  
South Somerset District Council 
North Curry Parish Council 
Ruishton, Thornfalcon and Henlade Parish Council  
Stoke St Mary Parish Council 
Taunton Area Cycling Campaign 
Taunton Deane Bridleways Association 
West Hatch Parish Council 
West Monkton Parish Council 
 
Please note: The stakeholders above identified themselves in the 
Community Forum event at our request. 

Chair: Independent Chair     

Circulation: Those present.     

Meeting 
objective(s): To provide an update on the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme 

 
 

No. Item Actions 

1. Welcome, Introductions and Agenda  

  
The Independent Chair welcomed attendees to the 5th meeting of 
the A358 Community Forum, especially those who were attending 
for the first time.  
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Those attending on behalf of National Highways were asked to 
introduce themselves and all other attendees asked to add their 
names and who they were representing into the chat box.  
 
The agenda for the meeting was outlined with the session starting 
with a safety moment. A project update would then be provided 
followed by an update on schemes within the A303/A358 corridor 
and an overview as to how the A358 fits into the regional picture.  
 
An overview of the feedback from statutory consultation and levels 
of involvement would be shared by National Highways with more 
information on some of the topics of interest that had arisen.  
 
Finally, National Highways would set out where they are in the 
scheme planning process and what happens next. 

 
Questions would be invited from Forum members after each part of 
the agenda and attendees were asked to identify themselves and 
who they were representing when speaking.  

2. Safety moment  

 National Highways led the safety moment, by raising awareness of 
the recent changes to the Highway Code.  

 

 
  

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/smart-motorways-evidence-stocktake/updating-the-highway-code/
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3. Project and corridor update  

 Project update 
 
A project update was provided and attendees thanked for 
responding to the statutory consultation. It was noted that the 
need for the scheme was clearly understood on both a local 
and strategic level. The recently published public consultation 
summary report covers some of the key themes and feedback 
from the consultation.  
 
Engagement would continue with those most directly affected 
by the project to discuss potential refinements to the scheme 
design. The upcoming local elections would limit the amount 
of information that could be shared between mid-March and 
May, during the pre-election period.  
 
The project team were still undertaking surveys 
(archaeological work) along the route. These surveys are not 
construction works.  
 
A representative of the National Farmers Union asked for 
more details of the response to the statutory consultation. The 
Chair noted that this would be covered later in the 
presentation.  
 
Corridor Update 
 
An update was provided on other schemes in the A303/A358 
corridor:  
 
• The A303 Sparkford to Ilchester is in construction, with 

more visible work expected later in the year alongside a 
commitment to maintain access throughout.  

• National Highways have set out their Statement of Matters 
for the A303 Stonehenge scheme and are awaiting an 
update from the Planning Inspectorate.  

• National Highways’ RIS3 pipeline of projects – the South 
Petherton to Southfields scheme has been confirmed for 
progression, with National Highways working to confirm a 
shortlist of options to carry forward for review. None of the 
schemes in the Road Investment Strategy 3 2025-2030 
(RIS3) pipeline have been confirmed for delivery, but they 
would all inform the government’s future investment 

 

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-southfields-2021consultation/results/a358tauntontosouthfieldsduallingschemepublicconsultationsummaryreportfebruary2022.pdf
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-southfields-2021consultation/results/a358tauntontosouthfieldsduallingschemepublicconsultationsummaryreportfebruary2022.pdf
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/a303-stonehenge/latest-news/department-for-transport-publishes-statement-of-matters/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/a303-stonehenge/latest-news/department-for-transport-publishes-statement-of-matters/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/pipeline-of-possible-future-schemes/
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decisions within the dedicated timeframe.  
 
A Broadway resident and Advisor to the Community of 
Parishes asked whether the RIS3 pipeline schemes would 
include a bypass to Southfields roundabout. In reply, it was 
noted that the Southfields to Petherton scheme would likely 
include this roundabout, but they would have to wait for 
National Highways to fully confirm their shortlist of options.  
 
A District Councillor for Somerset West and Taunton Council 
and a Williton resident asked what evidence there was to 
suggest the best route to take from the A303 was to terminate 
the route at the Ilminster bypass and bring the traffic up to the 
A358, rather than dualling the Honiton carriageway to cater 
for southbound traffic moving towards Exeter.  
 
In response, it was noted that the government during the first 
RIS period had made the decision, which was partly because 
it would cause traffic to travel through the Blackdown Hills 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). It was added 
that it is a requirement from the National Policy Statement that 
National Highways avoid all designated AONBs if there is a 
viable alternative and that there were additional benefits for 
dualling the A358 including for traffic heading towards Dorset.  

 
4. Consultation feedback  

 National Highways provided an overview of activity that was 
carried out to build awareness prior to the launch of 
consultation and the opportunities provided to consultees to 
have their say on the scheme design. The consultation period 
ran from Tuesday 12 October to Monday 22 November 2021. 
Attendees were thanked for their help in raising awareness of 
the consultation in their communities.  
 
Levels of engagement  
 
An outline of the data around levels of engagement during the 
consultation was shared, including 900+ written responses, 
2,600+ webpage views and a wide geographic spread.  
 
Overarching themes  
 
Some of the overarching themes emerging from the 
responses were:  

 
• Positive feedback around National Highways’ proposed 
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design in Henlade and in the Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA).  

• Questions raised around traffic modelling methodology, 
data and impact on local roads. 

• Constructive feedback around junction layouts, number 
of junctions and requests for additional access.  

• Requests from consultees to understand walking, 
cycling and horse-riding (including equestrians) routes 
in greater detail.  

• Questions around the environmental impact of the 
scheme. 

• Questions around the preliminary design and standards 
adopted.  

• Questions around access to M5 junction 25.  
 
These themes were a snapshot and the design team are 
currently reviewing all of the feedback to assess the need for 
any further changes to the preliminary design before DCO 
application. National Highways would respond to all 
consultation feedback through the publication of their 
consultation report.  

 
A representative of Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council asked 
whether National Highways were going to make any changes 
to the scheme design in light of the consultation feedback. In 
response, National Highways noted that they were reviewing 
this at the moment and no firm decisions had been made. It 
was added that an update would be provided on the proposed 
design changes before DCO application, but that National 
Highways couldn’t provide a firm commitment on timescales 
at this stage. A follow up question was asked about the pre-
election period and how this would impact the timeline. 
National Highways advised that this would limit the amount it 
can communicate during this period.  
 
A representative of Beercrocombe Parish Council asked 
about the wording in the public consultation summary report 
that suggested that there had been concerns that levels of ‘rat 
running’ would decrease once the project is complete. They 
added that the nature of these concerns were that congestion 
on the local roads would increase because of the reduction in 
crossing routes across the new scheme. In response it was 
noted that this was a reference to the traffic model and people 
questioning whether the decreases projected from this were 
real. Feedback had also focused on whether traffic would 
stick to the mainline or use the updated junctions to improve 
their journey times.  
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5. Current topics of interest  

 A number of recurring topics had come up outside of the 
proposed design which National Highways wanted to provide 
clarity on. 
 
Scheme governance  
 
An overview of what being a Tier 1 scheme means was 
provided. This included an overview of the process for the 
scheme’s development with Tier 1 classification. It was noted 
that the route would be transitioned from being part of the 
local road network to the Strategic Road Network (SRN), 
requiring an extra level of due diligence and governance for 
the project team to follow.  
 
Standards 
 
An overview of road standards was provided. Road standards 
are designed to ensure that roads meet the highest safety 
and performance standards, as well as governing types of 
traffic, the width of the road design and the size of central 
reservations amongst other aspects. The guiding principle for 
the scheme was to have appropriate safety measures for 
traffic joining a fast-moving dual carriageway.  
 
Defining National Highways’ target to build a free-flowing 
‘dual carriageway’.  
 
The forecast traffic levels for the scheme had determined its 
classification as a ‘dual carriageway’. The route had been 
designed to accommodate for additional vehicles to ensure it 
was ‘free-flowing’.  
 
Environment 

 
An overview of the processes required to make any potential 
updates to the design was provided – including the need to 
carry out surveys and additional assessment work which 
would need to be fed into the Environmental Statement and 
would be submitted as part of the scheme’s DCO application.  
 

 

6. Q&A  

  
The Advisor to the Community of Parishes noted that they 
had been holding discussions with National Highways to 
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discuss the possibility of having at-grade junctions rather 
than grade-separated junctions when used in conjunction 
with merge and diverge lanes with slip-roads. It was 
understood that National Highways were holding ongoing 
discussions with technical specialists and the Advisor 
wanted to know when these were being concluded. In 
response it was noted that there was no affirmative date, 
and that the reviews were not just around whether slip roads 
were permissible, but also the Benefit to Cost Ratio (BCR) 
and any environmental considerations National Highways 
would have to take into account. By way of follow up, it was 
asked whether these conclusions would be made whilst 
engaging with Somerset County Council as the local 
highway authority. National Highways confirmed this would 
be the case.  
 
The representative of Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council 
noted that there were still safety concerns and asked when 
Parish Councils would have an update on scheme costs in 
the context of Road Investment Strategy 2 (RIS2). In reply it 
was noted that the Secretary of State for Transport would be 
reviewing RIS2 investment decisions in the South West and 
that the traffic model would consider the impact of the 
proposed scheme on the local road network with the right 
level of detail. It was also noted that the cost assessments 
were ongoing with Taylor Woodrow+ as National Highways’ 
Delivery Integration Partner. By way of follow up, it was 
asked if this cost covered the whole scheme. National 
Highways confirmed that this was the case.  
 
The representative of Beercrocombe Parish Council asked 
why it wasn’t a higher priority to move traffic from 
unclassified roads to B and C classified roads as quickly and 
efficiently as possible, and that the A358 Taunton to 
Southfields Dualling Scheme seemed to be going against 
this overarching principle. It was added that GD300 seemed 
to be specifically for the design of expressways, rather than 
CD109, which was a link road classification used throughout 
the country to join roads to roundabouts. It was also asked 
when the scheme became classified as a Tier 1 scheme and 
who the SRO was that had been responsible for this.  
 
National Highways explained that they have been closely 
liaising with the safety engineering experts and understood 
that there was a review of GD300 being undertaken with the 
Department for Transport (DfT). This review would be linked 
to design requirements similar to Level 4 classification. It 
was added that this review would consider dropping the term 
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‘expressway’ from any documents to provide additional 
clarity. It was also confirmed by National Highways that they 
were not looking to build an expressway. 
 
Adding to the above it was noted that the comments from 
the Beercrocombe Parish Council Representative had been 
noted and would be considered equally with all other 
responses to consultation and engagement. The scheme 
had been moved into Tier 1 as part of a DfT decision and 
the SRO operated within National Highways. It was 
suggested that the parish council representative may wish to 
write to the SRO via the project inbox.  
 
It was then asked whether a risk assessment had been 
undertaken for populations in West Hatch and Hatch 
Beauchamp and if so whether these had been published. 
National Highways noted that this was an iterative process 
within the designated working groups set up with host local 
authorities. The County Council had been asking National 
Highways to examine this work more closely and the team 
would be able to share the outcomes from this work once 
the project had progressed to its next stage of development.  
 
A Somerset and West Councillor asked what environmental 
impact traffic heading towards Exeter from the A303, that 
would now be diverted to the M5 via the A358, would have, 
whilst noting that they were in favour in principle of having a 
link road through to Taunton. It was also added that there 
seemed to still be a huge incentive for traffic heading along 
the A303 to use the existing route and reference was made 
to the environmental mitigation work that was currently being 
undertaken on the A303 Stonehenge scheme.  
 
National Highways noted that these comments would be fed 
back to the environmental team. The Councillor added that 
they also would be interested to see the analysis that had 
been undertaken in RIS1. National Highways noted that 
traffic heading along the A358 would improve the quality of 
users’ journeys, which would provide an incentive for traffic 
heading along the A303 to move to the M5.  
 
The representative of Ashill Parish Council noted that Ashill 
would be majorly affected by a substantial increase in 
vehicle movements and that the four businesses in Hatch 
Beauchamp would cause an increase in east and 
northbound traffic through Ashill with the updated design. It 
was added that the commercial vehicles that needed to 
access these businesses would inevitably cause air quality 
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issues for local residents. These comments were 
acknowledged and it was noted that the project team were 
reviewing similar comments that had come through from 
statutory consultation.  
 
The Taunton Area Cycling Campaign representative noted 
that the scheme was not compliant with LTN 120 at 
consultation and that the preliminary design was not 
compatible with DfT’s gear change aspirations and National 
Highways’ own cycling strategy. It was added that there 
would be an overall loss of connections for cyclists with an 
increase in rat-running. A question was posed regarding 
further opportunities to meet with the design team before the 
next Community Forum to review any potential detailed 
design changes, particularly around Southfields roundabout 
and the surrounding local road network there. In response, it 
was noted that nothing had been fully confirmed yet and that 
a meeting had been set up with the County Council to 
discuss consultation feedback around walking, cycling and 
horse-riding updates. In addition, a meeting would be set up 
with the group before DCO application.  
 

7.  Next steps  

 What happens next?  
 
An overview of the project lifecycle for National Highways’ 
schemes was shared. The scheme is currently in Stage 3, 
with National Highways undertaking additional survey and 
assessment work before transitioning towards DCO 
application in Stage 4.  
 
Next steps 
 
The next steps, including the newsletter, forum meeting 
notes and rough timelines for the next Community Forum 
event in May/June were set out.  
 
It was noted that the development process was ‘front-end 
loaded’ and had to be refined before submission and 
National Highways re-confirmed the importance of working 
through this process before DCO application. The project 
team could provide a more detailed insight to the application 
process at the next forum. 
 
The Advisor to the Community of Parishes asked whether 
the full consultation report would be available before the 
local election period. National Highways noted that it would 
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be published just before the DCO application. By way of 
follow up, it was asked whether local Parish Councils would 
have the opportunity to comment on the consultation report. 
In response, it was confirmed that Parish Councils and 
members of the public would be able to comment on the 
report and its contents as part of the Examination phase of 
the DCO process. The Advisor then asked whether National 
Highways would announce which design modifications 
would be taken forward before the next Community Forum. 
Whilst National Highways were unable to confirm this, it was 
noted that Parish Councils would be given as much 
information as was possible in the run-up to consultation 
and that the process was iterative.  
 
The representative of Beercrocombe Parish Council asked 
when National Highways anticipated Stage 3 ending. In 
response, National Highways confirmed that this was part of 
the ongoing review of the programme and design changes 
and that the Stage Gate Review (an assessment designed 
to ensure that the Project Control Framework has been 
followed and the scheme is ready to proceed to the next 
stage of development) would be carried out before the DCO 
application.  
 
The representative of Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council 
asked when National Highways would notify villages on the 
impact and timescales of construction works. National 
Highways confirmed that there would be an opportunity to 
look at the construction management before the DCO 
application was made. The Representative added that there 
were villagers who were considering selling their houses as 
a result of the potential impact from the scheme. 
 

 
8. AOB and close  

 The Chair thanked all forum attendees for their time and 
input during the   session and set out when the next updates 
would be communicated.  
 
The meeting closed at 7:40pm.  
 

 

 


