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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.1.1 This Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) addendum forms part of Project Control 
Framework (PCF) Stage 3: Preliminary Design deliverables. This report supplements the EAR 
produced in March 2019 (the ‘PCF Stage 3 EAR’) and should be read alongside it. 

1.1.2 The EAR and EAR Addendum have been prepared to provide an overview of the potential 
environmental effects which may occur as a result of the construction and operation of the A27 
East of Lewes Improvement Works (hereafter referred to as ‘the scheme’). 

1.1.3 The EAR and EAR Addendum identifies potential environmental effects and sets out mitigation 
measures which will reduce, avoid or offset significant adverse effects. It will also set out 
measures to ensure that the benefits of the scheme are fully realised. 

1.2 REASON FOR THE ADDENDUM 

1.2.1 Following the completion of the PCF Stage 3 EAR based on Design Fix 3, there have been further 
changes to the scheme following consultation with land interests. 

1.2.2 The changes will reduce the need to purchase third party land, by making more use of land 
already owned by Highways England. 

1.2.3 The changes are primarily to the landscape design and the extent and location of land to be used 
for ecological mitigation. They are described in Section 2 of this addendum. 

1.2.4 This EAR Addendum has been drafted to ensure that these changes are accounted for in the 
environmental assessment, and still provide appropriate mitigation for the scheme. 

2 CHANGES TO THE SCHEME 

2.1.1 The following changes have occurred since the preparation of the PCF Stage 3 EAR and Design 
Fix 3.  

2.2 PLANTING OF HIGHWAYS ENGLAND OWNED LAND NEAR CUCKMERE 
RIVER 

2.2.1 Highways England owns land close to the scheme and so it can be planted to enable the scheme 
to achieve a net gain to biodiversity.  

2.2.2 The land occupies the eastern bank of the River Cuckmere, to the north of the A27, and includes 
agricultural fields. The land totals approximately 5.9ha. The fields are used for pasture and are 
not Best and Most Versatile agricultural land (based on pre- 1988 mapping), likely due to the 
topography and position in the floodplain.  

2.2.3 The land is shown in Figure 2.1.  
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2.3 LAND TAKE AT WEST FIRLE 

2.3.1 Following landowner discussions, the project team were requested to reduce the impact of the 
shared use path on the private property (dwelling/ business and landscaping) between Wick 
Street and the A27. 

2.3.2 The shared use path was redesigned in this location and now uses existing infrastructure instead 
of passing through this property. 

2.3.3 As shown in Figure 2.1, pedestrians will remain on the existing path on the north of the A27 
between the junctions of A27/Firle Borstal and A27/Wick Street. They will then cross the A27 at 
an uncontrolled crossing to join the new shared use path. 

2.3.4 Cyclists will cross the A27 using a new toucan crossing near the A27/Firle Borstal junction and 
use the minor roads Firle Borstal and Wick Street to then join the new shared use path. 

2.4 REDUCED WOODLAND PLANTING AT BERWICK (DRUSILLAS) JUNCTION 

2.4.1 In response to an objection from the tenant farmer to the compulsory purchase of agricultural land 
that they farm, the extent of woodland planting proposed for land to the south-west of Drusillas 
Roundabout was reduced by approximately 2.8ha. 

2.4.2 The woodland planting was part of the landscape design and intended to screen the junction and 
its lighting scheme from the South Downs National Park (SDNP). It was also intended as habitat 
replacement for Great Crested Newts (GCN) and to assist with the scheme achieving a net gain 
to biodiversity (BNG). 

2.4.3 As biodiversity mitigation planting is not location specific, this is now being achieved by planting 
nearby land already owned by Highways England (see Section 2.1). This allows the extent of 
planting at Berwick to be reduced. 

2.4.4 A strip of new woodland planting would remain at Berwick Junction, adjacent to the new Shared 
Use Path. This remains sufficient to screen the improved junction and its lighting from the national 
park, and to replace habitat suitable for GCN, which would be lost to the improvements (see 
Figure 2.2). 

2.5 INCLUSION OF REPLACEMENT COMMON LAND AT WILMINGTON 

2.5.1 Highways England intend to purchase a small field to the north east of Wilmington junction. Part 
of this field (approx. 0.12Ha) will be used to replace a section of designated common land lost 
because of the improved junction, including the Shared Use Path. 

2.6 REDUCTION OF WOODLAND PLANTING NEAR FOLKINGTON ROAD AT 
POLEGATE 

2.6.1 At request of the land owner, planting proposed on land between Folkington Road and Hyperion 
Avenue has been reduced. 

2.6.2 A strip of woodland planting is still proposed as part of the landscape design and to replace 
habitat lost to the junction improvements and shared use path. The woodland planting has 
reduced by approximately 5.8ha. 

2.6.3 Biodiversity net gain can still be achieved by instead planting nearby land already owned by 
Highways England (Section 2.1, Figure 2.1). 
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2.7 SUMMARY OF CHANGES IN PLANTING 

2.7.1 In summary, the previous proposals for planting (as assessed in the PCF Stage 3 EAR) 
comprised (approximate areas): 

→ 16.1ha of woodland 

→ 9.0ha of grassland and scrub 

→ Over 7km of hedgerows 

2.7.2 Blocks of woodland planting for BNG purposes have been removed from the following locations 
(including approximate areas): 

→ Land east and west of Molehill Shaw ~1.4ha  

→ West of Pound Land ~ 1.3ha 

→ Land west of Drusillas Roundabout ~ 2.8ha 

→ Land west of Wilmington Junction ~0.8ha 

→ Land east of Folkington Road ~ 0.75ha  

2.7.3 The revised proposals for planting, including the additional Highways England land include 
(approximate areas): 

→ 10.9ha of woodland 

→ 10.3ha of grassland and scrub 

→ Over 8km of hedgerow 
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3 ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT 
METHODOLOGY 

3.1 STRUCTURE OF THE EAR ADDENDUM 

3.1.1 The structure of the rest of this EAR Addendum is as follows: 

3. Environmental Assessment Methodology 

4. Cultural Heritage 

5. Landscape 

6. Biodiversity 

7. Summary 

3.1.2 Each technical chapter is structured as follows: 

→ Baseline conditions 

→ Potential impacts  

→ Design, mitigation and enhancement measures 

→ Assessment of likely significant effects 

3.2 SCOPING OF THE EAR ADDENDUM 

TABLE 3.1 SUMMARY OF SENSITIVE RECEPTORS  

Topic Scoped In/ Out Reasoning 

Air Quality Out 

The changes to the scheme are not likely to affect the air 
quality impacts associated with the construction and 
operation of the scheme. The mitigation measures outlined in 
the PCF Stage 3 EAR are still applicable and the residual 
effects are still anticipated to not be significant.  

Cultural Heritage In 

The changes to the scheme have brought areas into the 
scheme boundary that are within were not previously 
assessed. The reduction in woodland planting has reduced 
the amount of impact on the locally designated 
Archaeological Notification Areas but an additional ANA has 
now been affected.  Changes to the mitigation outlined in the 
PCF Stage 3 EAR may be required.  

Landscape Effects In 

The scheme changes have altered the level of planting 
across the scheme. The use of the Highways England owned 
land has created a new woodland to the north of the A27 
which could have landscape effects. 
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TABLE 3.1 SUMMARY OF SENSITIVE RECEPTORS  

Biodiversity In 
The changes in mitigation planting has the potential to reduce 
the level of replacement habitat and the BNG calculations.  

Geology and Soils Out 

The changes to the scheme are not considered likely to affect 
the geology and soils impacts associated with the 
construction and operation of the scheme. The mitigation 
outlined in the PCF Stage 3 EAR are still considered 
applicable and the residual effects are still anticipated to not 
be significant.  

The scheme changes have removed approximately 17ha of 
arable farm land from the scheme and replaced it with 
approximately 5.9ha of pasture.  

Materials Out 

The changes to the scheme are not likely to significantly 
affect the levels of materials used or the amount of waste 
produced during the construction and operation of the 
scheme. The mitigation measures outlined in the PCF Stage 
3 EAR are still applicable and the residual effects are still 
anticipated to not be significant. 

Noise and 
Vibration 

Out 

The changes to the scheme are not likely to affect the levels 
of noise and vibration during the construction and operation 
of the scheme. The mitigation measures outlined in the PCF 
Stage 3 EAR are still applicable and the residual effects are 
still anticipated to not be significant. 

Population and 
Health 

Out 

Although the boundary of the scheme has reduced and less 
private land will be impacted, the PCF Stage 3 assessment 
remains valid and the mitigation outlined should still be 
applied during the construction and operational phases. 

Road Drainage 
and the Water 
Environment 

Out 

The changes to the scheme are not likely to affect the water 
environment during either the construction or operational of 
the scheme. The mitigation measures outlined in the PCF 
Stage 3 EAR are still applicable and the residual effects are 
still anticipated to not be significant. 

Climate Out 
The changes to the scheme will not have a material impact 
on the greenhouse gas calculations or the climate change 
resilience assessments outlined in the PCF Stage 3 EAR.  
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3.3 BASELINE UPDATES AND SURVEYS 

3.3.1 The following updates have been made to the baseline collected for the PCF Stage 3 EAR.  

ECOLOGY WALKOVER  

3.3.2 A site visit was carried out on 9 August. to verify habitat types and the existing habitat value of the 
agricultural  fields owned by Highways England, now being brought into the scheme as a habitat 
replacement area. 

3.3.3 This is to ensure that the BNG calculations are accurate. 

4 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

4.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS 

4.1.1 Due to additional land on eastern bank of the River Cuckmere  additional potential impacts have 
been identified for the heritage assets presented in Table 4.1 and shown in Figure 4.1 and 4.2. 

TABLE 4.1 – SENSITIVITY OF HERITAGE ASSETS AND NATURE OF PREDICTED IMPACTS 

Asset Sensitivity  Nature of Potential Impact  

Non-designated assets 

Milton Gate Archaeological Notification Area  

DES12785 
Medium 

Physical impacts on below ground and earth work 

Archaeological remains 

4.2 POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

4.2.1 Additional impacts associated with the construction phase are likely to include, but are not limited 
to; noise, lighting and vibration from construction works and construction related traffic and works 
associated with landscaping and habitat creation.  

TABLE 4.2 – CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS ON DESIGNATED AND NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

ASSET HOW IT WILL BE IMPACTED 

Non-designated Heritage Assets 

Milton Gate Archaeological Notification Area  

DES12785 

Physical impacts on below ground and earth 
work archaeological remains associated with 
the construction and operation of landscaping 
and habitat creation. 
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OPERATION PHASE 

4.2.2 Additional impacts associated with the operational phase are likely to include, but are not limited 
to, impacts on setting where the planting of trees and other types of habitat creation on 
agricultural fields will impact on key views from, towards, through and across assets. There may 
be possible impacts on below ground and earth work archaeological remains associated with the 
maintenance of any landscaping and habitat creation. 

TABLE 4.3 – OPERATIONAL IMPACTS ON DESIGNATED AND NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

ASSET HOW IT WILL BE IMPACTED 

Non-designated Heritage Assets 

Milton Gate Archaeological Notification Area - potential 
Romano-British site 

DES12785 

Possible physical impacts on below ground and 
earth work archaeological remains associated 
with the maintenance of any landscaping and 
habitat creation, during the operational phase. 

4.3 DESIGN, MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENTS MEASURES 

4.3.1 Table 4.4 outlines mitigation required to mitigate the impacts outlines in Section 4.4. There are no 
new mitigation measures required, just amendments to the mitigation already outlined in the PCF 
Stage 3 EAR.  

TABLE 4.4 - DESIGN, MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT MEASURES 

ASSET MEASURES DESCRIPTION 
MECHANISM/ 

TIMING 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Milton Gate 
Archaeological 
Notification Area – 
potential Romano-
British site  

DES12785 

→ Consultation 

→ A programme 
of 
archaeological 
investigations 

→ Review of 
planting design. 

East Sussex County 
Council 
Archaeology  

If required, 
preliminary 
archaeological 
investigations are 
undertaken within 
the preferred 
scheme area to 
establish the nature, 
extent and survival 
of hitherto unknown 
below-ground 
archaeological 
remains. 

This is likely to 
comprise a 
geophysical survey 
and could be 
followed by an 
intrusive 
investigation.  

As part of detailed 
design. 

Detailed design team 

Further works will be 
undertaken by a 
heritage specialist in the 
design team.  

Investigation and 
subsequent mitigation 
measures will be 
devised in consultation 
with East Sussex 
County Council and 
Historic England as 
relevant. 
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TABLE 4.4 - DESIGN, MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT MEASURES 

The results of this 
investigation can be 
used to devise a 
suitable programme 
of mitigation where 
applicable.  

The results of the 
investigations will 
inform the design of 
the planting areas.  

4.4 ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 

4.4.1 Following the application of the mitigation measures outlined in Section 4.3, the effects on 
Cultural Heritage as a result of the scheme are expected to be as follows: 

TABLE 4.5 – ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 

Asset  Impact Sensitivity 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Magnitude 
of Impact 

Long term/ 
Temporary 

Adverse/ 
Beneficial 

Significance 
of effects 

Construction 

Non-designated heritage assets 

Milton Gate 
Archaeological 
Notification 
Area - potential 
Romano-
British site 

DES12785 

Partial loss 
and 
disturbance to 
non-
designated 
asset 
(Romano-
British site 
(DES12785))  
and potential 
loss to 
hitherto 
unknown 
buried assets 

Medium 

Programme of 
archaeological 
investigations. 

Review of 
habitat 
creation areas 
following 
investigation 
and either 
reduce areas 
or ensure 
sensitive 
location of 
planting.  

Minor Permanent Adverse Slight 

Operation 

Non-designated Heritage Assets 
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TABLE 4.5 – ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 

Milton Gate 
Archaeological 
Notification 
Area - potential 
Romano-
British site 

DES12785 

Disturbance 
to non-
designated 
asset and 
potential loss 
to hitherto 
unknown 
buried assets 
during 
maintenance 
works. 

Medium 

No further 
measures 
beyond those 
outlined for 
construction 
phase.  

Minor Permanent Adverse Slight 
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