
 

 

 

A12 Chelmsford to A120 widening scheme  

Archaeological surveys 
 

Background 

The A12 Chelmsford to A120 widening scheme is now in the Examination Stage which 

started in January 2023 when the Planning Inspectorate accepted our Development 

Consent Order (DCO) application. Following the examination, the Planning Inspector will 

make a recommendation to the Secretary of State for Transport, who will decide if the DCO 

should be granted so that the project can move into construction. If granted, construction is 

due to begin in 2024. 

Work we do in advance of the DCO decision. 

If the DCO is granted, we must be ready to start construction on time. To avoid delays and 

extra costs, there is some work we can do in advance. This includes archaeological 

investigation.  

Why do archaeological investigations? 

Most archaeological work in the UK actually takes place because of infrastructure and 
building projects, such as the construction of new roads or houses. This ‘developer-led’ 
archaeology is important because it gives archaeologists the opportunity to excavate large 
areas which would not necessarily be investigated if not for such projects.    
 
The archaeology discoveries can improve our understanding of how landscapes have 
changed over time and how people lived and worked within them. Sharing these 
discoveries at public events enables local people to discover more about their area’s past.  

Archaeological excavations 

Stage 1: the topsoil and subsoil on the area to be examined will be carefully removed by a 
medium-sized mechanical digger, and then put along the boundary of the site using a small 
dumper truck. 
 

 

Removing topsoil ahead of archaeological investigation on a similar scheme elsewhere 



 

Stage 2: depending on what was found from last year’s early exploratory archaeological 

surveys, during stage 2 archaeologists may only need to record the ground features of the 

area.  

Any archaeology found after the topsoil and subsoil is removed will be excavated with hand 

tools by the archaeologists. The archaeology will be photographed, measured and the 

details recorded. 

These pictures show a typical archaeological excavation site. 

 
Archaeologists at work on a similar scheme. 

 
 

Reinstatement 

If the Development Consent Order (DCO) is not granted, the excavated soil will be 
replaced and the area will be returned to how it was before our work.    

Finds of particular significance or value will be archived in local museums.   

 
 

Get in contact with us 

If you’d like more information about this work, then please call the 24/7 National Highways  

Customer Contact Centre on 0300 123 5000, or email info@nationalhighways.co.uk 


