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Welcome to the first edition of the A120 Braintree to A12 project newsletter. 
This newsletter will share highlights and key activities that 
are taking place on the project.

Scheme introduction
The A120 is a key route for the local and national
economy. Commuters, freight, residents and 
businesses suffer daily lengthy delays on this single 
carriageway road which costs the country 
millions of pounds every year.

In March 2020, the government announced details of
the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), covering
April 2020 to March 2025. The A120 Braintree to 
A12 is one of the Road Investment Strategy 3 (RIS3) 
‘pipeline projects’ that will undergo further analysis for 
consideration for potential future investment. There
were 32 schemes announced as ‘pipeline projects’; 
these schemes are part of the government’s plans to 
look into improving access and decreasing journey 
times across England.

The proposals for improving this stretch of road were 
initially developed by Essex County Council (ECC). 
This project has now been passed over to National 
Highways and we’re currently bringing information up 
to date to present the best solution for road users, the 
local economy and communities, and the environment. 
This work requires us to obtain up-to-date information 
in order to validate all of ECC’s work comprehensively 
and ensure there are no gaps in the information we 
hold. We will present our findings to the government 
once the work is complete.

Please visit the A120 Braintree to A12 webpage for 
more information on the scheme, or contact our team 
via email A120BraintreetoA12@nationalhighways.co.uk.

Interface with A12 Chelmsford 
to A120 widening scheme
The A120 Braintree to A12 project is closely linked to
the A12 Chelmsford to A120 scheme. The scheme will
widen the A12 between junction 19 (Chelmsford) and
junction 25 (A120 Marks Tey interchange) to ease
congestion and cope with increasing traffic demands.
The A12 scheme recently undertook an additional
consultation on its proposals.

The A120 team continues to work closely with the 
A12 project team, ensuring the development of the 
two schemes is progressed in a co-ordinated and 
considered manner. 

By enhancing this essential corridor through East
Anglia to London, beginning at the A120’s connection
to the A12, communities and users across the area
would benefit from an improved road user experience
in a safe and sustainable way.

Please visit the A12 Chelmsford to A120 widening 
scheme webpage for more information on the project.

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/a120-braintree-to-a12/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/


Ecological surveys
We’re currently conducting ecological surveys, as part
of the work that we’re undertaking to bring information
up to date. This involves our environment team
carrying out a number of specialist surveys to gain a
greater understanding of the ecology in the area.

Our work covers a large area which reflects the
importance we place on understanding the local area,
environment and ecology. This ensures that we can
develop a responsible and successful scheme.

Some surveys are seasonal, meaning they can only 
take place during certain periods throughout the year. 
Some of the surveys include:

• Wintering bird surveys
• Breeding bird surveys
• Badger surveys – habitat search
• Bat – ground level tree assessments
• Reptile habitat suitability surveys
• Great crested newt surveys

The road to net zero
At National Highways, we’re striving to meet our 
biggest challenge yet of a net zero future by 2050.
In November, we committed a multi-million-pound 
investment in rapid chargers for electric vehicles where 
the grid supply wasn’t sufficient on long journeys, 
following ‘Transport Day’ at COP26.

We’ve also committed to meeting corporate net zero 
goals by 2030.

A key benefit of the A120 scheme would be to reduce 
delays due to congestion, reduce road noise and 
support air quality improvements at Bradwell and 
Marks Tey. A potential new route would improve the 
quality and connectivity within the A120 corridor for 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders as well as users with 
disabilities.

Further information on National Highways’
net zero plan can be found on our website.

Get in contact with us
We will continue to post updates on our project website. 
You can also sign up for updates here. If you’d like to 
get in touch, you can contact our team at:

        A120BraintreetoA12@nationalhighways.co.uk

        0300 123 5000

A120 Braintree to A12 Team, National Highways, 
Woodlands, Manton Lane, Bedford, MK41 7lQ

Visit the A120 Braintree to A12 webpage for more 
information on the scheme.

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/netzerohighways/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/a120-braintree-to-a12/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/east/a120-braintree-to-a12/

