
Why you 
must wear 
a seat belt



Seat belts keep you and your 
passengers safe in the event of 
a collision. They are designed 
to keep people in their seats 
to reduce the possibility and 
severity of injury or death. 

In a crash at 30 mph 
unrestrained passengers can hit 
whatever is in front of them with 
a force of up to 60 times their 
own body weight.

Keeping a safe distance from the 
vehicle in front gives you time to 
react, reduce your speed and 
stop if you need to.

In a collision, you are twice as 
likely to die if you do not wear 
a seat belt. An activated airbag 
can seriously hurt a driver or 
passenger who is not wearing a 
seat belt. 

Air bags and head restraints 
are designed to work with seat 
belts. They are not alternatives.

 their body weight

when in an accident 



1983
Legal requirement for 
drivers and passengers 
to wear a seat belt

1991
Rear seat belts made  
compulsory for adults

1989
Rear seat belts made 
compulsory for children

The Highway Code (Rules 99-102)

Drivers and passengers must wear a 
seat belt in cars, vans and other goods 
vehicles if one is fitted unless you have a 
medical exemption certificate. Those that 
fail to wear a seat belt are breaking the law 
and can be fined up to £100 and in some 
cases, more severe penalties.

If a child is under 1.35 metres (4 feet 5 
inches) an appropriate restraint must be 
used which is suitable for their weight 
and fitted to manufacturer’s instructions. 
Refer to the Highway Code for more 
information.



Seat belt requirements
This table summarises the legal requirements for wearing seat belts.

Front seat Back seat Responsibility 

Driver Seat belt must 
be worn

Not applicable Driver

Children under  
3 years old

Correct child restraint* 
must be used

Correct child restraint* 
must be used 

If one is not available 
in a taxi, child may 
travel unrestrained

Driver

Children from 3 years 
old, who are below 
1.35 metres in height

Correct child restraint* 
must be used

Correct child restraint* 
must be used where 
seat belts are fitted

Driver

Children over 1.35 
metres in height 
or from age 12 
(whichever is reached 
first)

Seat belt must  
be worn if fitted

Seat belt must 
be worn if fitted

Driver

Children from 
14 years old

Seat belt must  
be worn if fitted

Seat belt must  
be worn if fitted

Child

Adult passengers Seat belt must  
be worn if fitted

Seat belt must  
be worn if fitted

Passenger

Pets and other items Driver

*Child restraints must be fitted to manufacturer’s instructions.



During pregnancy

Seat belt adjustment

Shoulder strap 
should be between 
the breasts

Lap belt rests flat 
on the thighs

Over and around 
the bump

Belt rests 
between shoulder 
and neck

Crosses the 
centre of the 
chest

Lap belt rests at  
top of the thighs

The driver has 
a responsibility 
to ensure their 
passengers 
and belongings 
all get home 
safely and in 
one piece.



The Department 

for Transport 

estimate seat 

belts save 2,000 

lives a year



It is easy to be complacent when driving 
on a familiar route or to believe a seat 
belt is not necessary for a short journey. 
Whilst a high percentage of people 
are wearing their seat belts, there are 
a proportion of drivers and other car 
occupants that are not, which 
places them and other road users 
at significant risk.

The Department for Transport figures 
show that on Great Britain’s roads, there 
were over 200 people killed and nearly 
1,000 serious injuries to drivers and 
passengers who were not wearing a seat 
belt in 2018. 

Remember: Drivers and passengers 
who fail to wear a seat belt are breaking 
the law and are at increased risk of 
serious injury or death in the event of 
collision. 

Seat belts help keep you and your 
loved ones safe.

In 2017 a Department 
for Transport seat belt 

survey showed:

96.5%

of drivers wore a seat belt

93.1%

of front seat passengers 
wore a seat belt



If you need help accessing this or any other National Highways 
information, please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2022.

You may re-use this information (not including 
logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. 
To view this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/

write to the Information Policy Team, The 
National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and 
database rights 2022 OS 100030649. You are 
permitted to use this data solely to enable you to 
respond to, or interact with, the organisation that 
provided you with the data. You are not permitted to 
copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to 
third parties in any form. 

This document is also available on our website at 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk

For an accessible version of this publication please 
call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication 
email info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the 
Highways England publications code PR106/21.

National Highways creative job number 
BHM21_0014.

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national 
rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count 
towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 
01 and 02 calls.

These rules apply to calls from any type of line 
including mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone. 
Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and 
other controlled sources when issued directly by 
National Highways.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree 
Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ

National Highways Company Limited registered in 
England and Wales number 09346363


