
on flat bed vehicles

Securing loads...

Unsafe loads on vehicles injure 
more than 1,200 people a year 
and cost UK businesses millions 
of pounds in damaged goods.

If you don’t load your vehicle 
properly, the load could:

• slide forwards or backwards
• slide sideways
• topple over or fall
• bounce out

Did you know, in the last 6 years 
there have been nearly 1000 goods 
vehicle related shed load incidents 
on the strategic road network.



Some ways you could secure your loads…

It’s a legal requirement in the 
Road Traffic Act for the driver 
and anyone who causes or 
permits the vehicle to be on 
the road to make sure that the 
load is secure.

Choose a load securing 
method suitable for the 
load you carry

Regularly check that 
your load is secure

Never use a knot in any part 
of a strap that is under tension

Straps can get cut or worn over time. 
They can also be damaged if they get 
wet or come into contact with oils, 
solvents, or rock salt

For more information on load security please 
use this search term or scan the QR code.

‘DVSA load security’

Ratchet straps Netting or tarpaulin Storage box

Working on behalf of National Highways

© Crown copyright 2022. You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. This document is also available on our website at www.nationalhighways.co.uk For an accessible version of this publication please call 0300 123 5000* and we 
will help you. If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@nationalhighways.co.uk or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the National Highways publications code PR107/22.  
*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls. These rules apply to calls from any type 
of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored. Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources when issued directly by National 
Highways. Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ. National Highways Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363  –  MCR22_0048f


