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Eligibility Criteria for our programmes  
This guidance is designed to help teachers identify pupils who are most likely to benefit from and thrive on our programmes.
Who should be referred? 
Pupils should meet both of the criteria below: 
1. Fewer opportunities 
2. Falling behind in literacy 
 
Eligibility criterion 1: Fewer opportunities 
Our programmes aim to help narrow the attainment gap for pupils facing socio-economic barriers. 
We expect the majority of pupils to be eligible for Pupil Premium and all pupils to meet at least one of the criteria below: 
Pupils may meet this criterion if they are: 
· Eligible for Pupil Premium or currently receiving Free School Meals 
· A Looked After Child 
· Experiencing financial hardship but not eligible for Pupil Premium 
· Family involvement with social services 
· Living in an isolated or underserved community 
· From a vulnerable family background 
 
Eligibility criterion 2: Falling behind 
Our literacy programmes are volunteer-supported and designed to help pupils who are behind expected levels or lack confidence in literacy. 
Pupils may meet this criterion if they: 
· Have a reading age 1–3 years behind 
· Have low confidence in reading, writing, or sharing work 
· Are EAL (with competent or fluent spoken English) 
· Have a mild learning difference (e.g. dyslexia or autism) 
· Are a reluctant reader or writer 
· Find spelling challenging 
 
Further guidance: who will thrive on the programme 
We want every pupil to succeed aboard the ship. To access the programme, pupils should be able to: 
· Have a reading age of 7+ 
· Be competent or fluent in English 
· Show positive behaviour for learning and kindness towards peers 
· Work with and respond to adult volunteers trained in basic behaviour management 
· Feel comfortable working in a group, often with children from other schools 
· Move between energetic games and focused literacy activities 
 
Unsure about a referral? 
If you are unsure whether a pupil is suitable, please speak to your Literacy Pirates contact before referring. 
Please note that Literacy Pirates reserves the right to decline a referral or request that a pupil is withdrawn from the programme if the eligibility criteria or minimum requirements are not met. 
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