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BASF collaboration goes beyond the bee count: new study maps pathways for pollinators on farm
Findings from eight-year study of pollinators on a commercial farm with BASF, the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT) & the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH)
Proving that commercial farming and thriving pollinator populations can co-exist
Practical, actionable advice to help farmers enhance pollinator populations
The results of an eight-year study into the relationship between robust commercial farming and thriving pollinator populations have been published, coinciding with National Insect Week.
Pollinators in Practice: Connecting crops and pollinators with practical on-farm solutions, a collaboration with farmers and researcher to connect crops and pollinators for practical on-farm solutions, was commissioned by BASF, and demonstrates that robust commercial farming and thriving pollinator populations can co-exist. 
Visiting every three to four weeks between 2018 and 2024, award-winning farmland ecologist Marek Nowakowski, who has been working with BASF for many years, recorded the presence of flowering plants and pollinators across an 850ha Northamptonshire arable farm. Here he documented 89 species of unsown plants, and 83 sown species, as well as 22 butterfly species and 35 bee species. 
 “Pollinators in Practice distils our collective learning. Not only does it share the findings of the study, but it is a comprehensive, data-backed guide to enhancing pollinator populations on UK farms,” explains Rob Gladwin, BASF Head of Technical Management. 
The study, conducted at The Grange, in Northamptonshire, bridges the gap between research and practice, demonstrating that hedgerow preservation, wildflower meadow rotation and other habitat enhancements are proven strategies that can be incorporated into commercial farming with tangible benefits. 
“Pollinators are estimated to contribute £680 million annually to UK agriculture, fertilising everything from oilseed rape to strawberries,” says host farmer, William Pitts, underscoring the financial necessity of conservation efforts. 
Commenting on the project, Marek added: “This long-term study shows three key points. Firstly, the vital unbroken supply of pollen and nectar. The Spring delivery from unsown plants and summer supply from mainly sown flowers. Secondly pollinators can thrive on an intensive arable unit, if there are a range of quality habitats. And thirdly practical guidance for others to follow.”
Extending reach
Like many of the previous projects, the pollinator study has attracted many individuals and organisations to The Grange from Defra to farming groups and conservationists. 
“By opening the gates of The Grange to visitors, William has enabled policy makers to ground proof their work and decision-making.  For the farmers that joined us, it was a benchmark, learning opportunity and access to much-needed support,” says Rob. 
“I wish I could show everyone with a stake in British agriculture around The Grange. Being immersed in a landscape that pulses with life reminds you that agriculture can coexist with nature,” adds William.  
The team’s deep commitment to the project has resulted in crucial data on pollinator abundance and habitat quality, showing the real-world impact of environmental and agronomic decision-making. 
Practical solutions for enhancing pollinator populations 
Beyond the trial results, Pollinators in Practice is packed with practical advice and actionable tips.  
“Managing wildlife habitats requires different knowledge and skills to farming,” says William. 
“Agriculture can make a measurable difference to the UK’s biodiversity. Pollinators in Practice offers practical signposts showing other farmers how to navigate the path toward profitable environmental stewardship. We hope it inspires more conversations, and importantly, action,” adds Rob 
For farmers looking to enhance natural capital without compromising productivity, it serves as an invaluable resource. It is a clear, evidence-based blueprint for a farming future that works with nature. 
View Pollinators in Practice here <insert link>. 
7 TOP TIPS FOR ENCOURAGING POLLINATORS ON YOUR FARM 
1. Increase diversity – in plant species, in flower structures, in flowering windows.  Diversity mitigates against shocks like poor weather. 
2. Monitor and fill any hungry gaps – pollinators need forage from spring through till autumn.   
3. Adopt incremental hedge cutting – hedges are a vital source of food in early spring but some woody species only flower on second year growth.  
4. Allow the plants at the base of the hedge to regenerate – species like brambles and nettles are another great source of nectar and pollen, as well as offering vital habitat for pollinators. 
5. Choose native varieties when buying wildflower mixes – these tend to last longer than commercial cultivars. 
6. Broadcast wildflower seed – drilling can make some species enter dormancy. 
7. Preserve what you have – existing habitats often deliver the greatest long-term benefits. 
~ENDS~
About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division

Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide sufficient and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €990 million in 2025, we invest in a strong R&D pipeline, and our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and stakeholders along the value chain. In 2025, our business generated sales of €9.6 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.

About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. Our ambition: We want to be the preferred chemical company to enable our customers’ green transformation. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 108,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises, as core businesses, the segments Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, and Nutrition & Care; our standalone businesses are bundled in the segments Surface Technologies and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of around €60 billion in 2025. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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