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Potato growers urged to submit store samples as CIPC monitoring deadline approaches 
GB Potatoes and the CIPC Residues Monitoring Group (CRMG) are urging potato growers and store managers to prioritise store cleaning and to submit their residue sampling results before the 31 August.
The latest CRMG surveillance data shows that chlorpropham (CIPC) residues detected in potato stores remain within the current permitted limit. Residue levels are continuing to decline, demonstrating the progress made by the industry since CIPC was withdrawn in 2020.
Around one in seven stores is still returning a detectable CIPC residue, compared with approximately one in four during the first year of monitoring. While these detections are within acceptable regulatory levels, the results show that historic residues can remain in stores and underline the importance of continued thorough cleaning.
Adrian Cunnington, Chair of CRMG, said: "The trend is encouraging and the industry deserves credit for the progress made. But we cannot be complacent. With around one in seven stores still showing a positive result, there is clearly more work to do, and thorough cleaning between storage seasons remains the single most important action growers can take."
The CRMG is particularly encouraging growers and store managers supplying the fresh sector to participate in this season’s monitoring programme. The programme has received strong support from the processing sector, but fresh-sector stores remain less well represented.  The deadline for residue sampling results submission is 31 August, with data then to be collated and submitted to the regulator by mid-September.
The current temporary Maximum Residue Level (tMRL) for CIPC stands at 0.35mg/kg. Monitoring results remain below this acceptable limit, but continued sampling and effective store cleaning are essential to demonstrate ongoing compliance and prepare the industry should regulatory thresholds tighten in future.
More information, full store cleaning guidance and submission forms for sampling are available at www.gb-potatoes.co.uk/growers-urged-to-submit-store-samples/ 
Notes to editors
CIPC Residues Monitoring Group (CRMG) is a cross‑industry body established by the UK potato sector to meet the data submission requirements of the Health & Safety Executive’s Chemical Regulation Division (CRD). 
The Group’s remit is to measure chlorpropham (CIPC) residues in potatoes stored in facilities that were previously treated with CIPC.
This monitoring follows CRD’s introduction of a temporary Maximum Residue Level (tMRL) of 0.35 mg/kg, effective from 10 April 2024.
CIPC is no longer approved for use in the UK, but residues remain in stores. Monitoring ensures that these facilities can continue to be used safely.
It is essential that the industry provides the requested data. Failure to do so could result in all potato stores with a CIPC history being taken out of use.
CRMG has secured pan‑industry support, with representatives from GB Potatoes, UK Potato Processors Association, Fresh Potato Suppliers Association, National Farmers Union, National Association of Agricultural Contractors (Postharvest Group), Certis Belchim B.V, UPL, CS Backhouse, Isle of Ely Produce, Potato Storage Insight and SA Consulting.
About GB Potatoes - GB Potatoes was established in May 2022 to fill the void after the AHDB potato levy board ceased to exist, leaving the potato industry without a unified sector focused representation. It aims to provide a cohesive and impactful voice for the sector, encouraging participation from the whole potato supply chain including growers, packers, processors, seed growers, researchers, advisors, and ancillary businesses. Membership is open to anyone in the sector.
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