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For immediate release
Oxford Farming Conference opens applications for Inspire 2027, supporting the next generation of agricultural talent
The Oxford Farming Conference (OFC) has opened applications for Inspire, its unique development programme designed to support emerging leaders across food, farming and the wider rural economy.
Inspire offers ambitious individuals ages 30-45 the chance to attend OFC for the first time, build their networks, strengthen their leadership skills and gain fresh perspective at a pivotal moment for the industry. More than 145 alumni have taken part in the programme, with many going on to launch new ventures, shift career direction, take on board roles and collaborate across disciplines, reflecting the programme’s long-standing role as a catalyst for positive change.
The 2027 Inspire Programme will be managed by OFC Director Kelly Hewson-Fisher, a graduate of the Inspire Programme and Head of Rural Research at Savills.
“Inspire is about creating opportunities for people who want to contribute positively to the future of our industry. It brings together a group of aspiring leaders with different backgrounds, experiences and perspectives, and gives them the space to learn from one another, challenge their thinking and build connections that last beyond the conference.
"As an Inspire alumnus myself, I know how valuable those conversations, connections and experiences can be. If you're curious, ambitious and ready to invest in your own development, I'd encourage you to apply.”
Reflecting on his time as part of the 2026 Inspire cohort, Adam Godwin said,
“The Inspire Programme has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my farming career. Being part of OFC gave me the chance to connect with industry leaders, innovators and fellow farmers, and opened the door to opportunities I would never otherwise have experienced. The programme challenged my thinking, grew my confidence and showed me the value of conversations and listening. It is an experience that has stayed with me long after the conference ended.”
The programme is delivered with support from BASF Agricultural Solutions and REAL Success Ltd, who help bring the Inspire experience to life through activities including personal development days in London and sessions at the conference.
Commenting on the programme, Joel Johnson, Business Director for BASF Agricultural Solutions for BASF UK & Ireland, said,
 
“BASF Agricultural Solutions is proud to continue supporting the Inspire Programme and all it represents. Not only does it give participants the opportunity to grow in confidence, develop valuable leadership skills and build strong industry networks, but we’ve seen firsthand the impact its alumni have had shaping the face of UK agriculture.
“We look forward to welcome the next cohort onto the programme and seeing how it will empower those to embrace new opportunities, share their experiences and use their voices to support not only their own farm or business, but those they meet on the programme and the future of UK agriculture itself.”
Paul Harris, Managing Director at REAL Success Ltd added, “We believe the greatest opportunity for British agriculture lies not just in developing better farms, but in developing better leaders. That's why sponsoring the Inspire programme is such a natural fit. By investing in the next generation's confidence, self-awareness, relationships and leadership, we're helping create an industry where both people and businesses can thrive for years to come.”  
The programme includes two pre-conference Inspire Days in London in November, a full ticket to the 2027 Oxford Farming Conference from 6 – 9 January themed “Harmony” including accommodation, Chair’s Welcome Reception, Christ Church Dinner and the OFC Oxford Union Debate. Participants will also join a network of over 145 alumni who continue to connect and collaborate post OFC.   
Applications are open until 14th September 2026. To find out more and apply, visit www.ofc.org.uk
 -Ends-
For more information contact Rebecca Dawes or Rose Moggach via marketing@ofc.org.uk 
Notes to Editors:  
For more information on the Oxford Farming Conference (OFC):   
Website: www.ofc.org.uk   
Twitter: @oxfordfarming    
YouTube: OxfordFarmingConference  
· The OFC is one of the only external events to be allowed to host a debate in the Oxford Union. It has a long and proud history going back to 1936 and a strong reputation as one of the UK’s leading agricultural events. It always takes place in Oxford in the first week of January and is based at the Oxford Examination Schools. It offers a vibrant programme of speakers, panel and politics sessions as well as networking. 
· OFC is a charity that invests in agricultural education and knowledge-sharing. It attracts over 650 delegates every year, including many people from the wider food chain, retail, NGOs, scientific organisations, media, policy-making bodies and governments from around the world. 
· HRH Princess Royal is patron of the OFC. 
· OFC 2027 will take place from 6th - 8th January 2027 
· The OFC 2027 Chair is Sheena Horner and will be themed “Harmony”  
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