
M60 junction 8 to M62 junction 20

Smart motorways scheme

Newsletter – August 2015

W
elcome to the latest M60 junction 8 to M62 junction 20 smart motorway 
scheme newsletter. Recently a lot has been happening on the scheme

and this edition of the newsletter will give you a fl avour of the work that has
been going on.

The scheme

Smart motorways are the latest way in which we 

are using innovative technology to manage traffi c, 

ensuring that your journey is more reliable. Using 

traffi c detection loops embedded in the road, a 

smart motorway automatically applies different 

speed limits on overhead signs to help smooth 

the fl ow of traffi c. We are also installing message 

signs and CCTV to enable our control room 

operators close lanes when needed and direct 

the emergency services and other responders to 

incidents when needed. Our scheme will upgrade 

junction 8 of the M60 through to junction 20 of the 

M62 to a smart motorway.

Congestion on the motorway and strategic road 

network in England costs an estimated £2 billion 

every year, with 25 per cent of this resulting 

from incidents. The work is needed on this M60/

M62 route as it is used by over 180,000 vehicles 

per day and suffers from heavy congestion and 

unpredictable journey times, especially during 

peak periods.

Some work will be carried out under carriageway closures overnight.



Behind the scenes - the story so far

In order to prepare for the main construction 

phase we’ve been working behind the scenes, 

analysing the ground investigation information 

collected from site in autumn last year to ensure 

that the ground is safe to support the new infra-

structure and technology that we will be installing.

Our environmental experts have been assessing 

the area to ensure that protected species are 

unharmed and trees are unaffected by the works 

where at all possible. We have carried out most 

of the vegetation and site clearance and are 

planning for the new planting scheme that will be 

implemented in the next available planting season.

We have installed CCTV cameras along the full 

route and narrowed the lanes in the areas that 

we will be working in to make more room on the 

hard shoulder for road workers and site vehicles. 

By reducing the speed limit through the works 

to 50mph and narrowing the lanes we are able 

to keep more lanes open to drivers during the 

daytime.

Summer 2015

Work has commenced on the installation of 

power cabling that will eventually connect into the 

new technology designed to support the smart 

motorway. We have started to drill under the 

existing carriageway to install ducting and have 

removed over half of the existing gantries along 

the route.

Some of this work will be carried out under 

carriageway closures overnight. We will inform 

motorists and local residents prior to works 

commencing and carriageway closures being 

implemented.

Keep up to date with information on this project by 

subscribing to our email updates here 

https://goo.gl/CB6FAz. 

Some of our works can be noisy, for example, the 

demolition of gantries. In order to do this work 

we need to use plant and equipment that breaks 

up and removes large sections of concrete. 

We understand that these activities can disrupt 

residents, so we always look at what measures 

can be put in place to reduce noise. For example, 

when installing the temporary hard shoulder safety 

barrier we used acoustic screening to absorb any 

emitting sound.

  Gantry demolition

Concrete peckers and crunchers are used to 

demolish the legs of the gantries. The legs will 

take around a total of 2 hours to demolish. 

The noise from a concrete pecker sounds 

similar to a jack hammer. The noise from a 

concrete cruncher has a rumbling sound that is 

not quite as noticeable as a concrete pecker. 

  Installing piling (concrete / steel columns)

Piling is drilled into the ground rather than 

driven, which is a quieter technique and less 

disruptive. Sheet piling has been chosen 

in some locations to reduce the amount 

of tree screening that would have to be 

removed between residential housing and the 

carriageway.



  Open cutting

Open cutting saws are used to cut the road 

and a pecker is used for a short time in order 

to break out the road, so that cables can be 

installed. The use of peckers and saws are 

intermittent and for short durations of time only. 

Thank you for your patience

We want to keep Greater Manchester functioning 

as effi ciently as possible during these 

improvements. We understand that you 

still have to commute to work every day, 

drive children to school, go shopping and 

get around the area so we’ve planned this 

scheme to keep as many lanes open as 

possible during the day. Our planners and 

designers have worked collectively with our 

traffi c management team in phasing the 

works in order to maintain traffi c fl ows and 

accommodate works on the carriageway, hard 

shoulder and surrounding embankments.

Considerate Constructors

The scheme has recently registered with the 

Considerate Constructors Scheme (CCS). 

This is a national scheme to improve the image 

of construction through quality management 

and presentation of its sites. It aims to raise 

the standards of construction design and 

management and recognises and rewards the 

contractor’s commitment to raising standards 

of site management, safety and environmental 

awareness.

The scheme was audited in January 2015 and 

was scored ‘excellent’ and above against the 

following criteria:

  Care about appearance

  Respect the community

  Protect the environment

  Secure everyone’s safety

  Value the workforce

Community News

We’re doing a lot of work to support the local 

community. We recently presented a cheque to 

Salford Loaves and Fishes, a local charity for the 

homeless, located at the Windsor Drop-in Centre 

in Salford. As well as fi nancing the daily drop-in 

sessions, the centre provides a cafe, showers, 

laundry facilities, clothing, sleeping facilities, a 

doctor’s practice and dental service for homeless 

and vulnerable people.

We have started to deliver our school construction 

site safety presentations to primary schools 

located on the route. Ivor Goodsite, our industry 

mascot has been on hand to help the children 

design safety posters following a presentation 

highlighting the dangers of playing on construction 

sites. 



If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

The Environment

We have carried out a number of ecological 

survey reports to assess the environmental impact 

of the project. The scheme has an extensive plan 

in place to protect the ecology of the local area.  

A noise management plan has been completed 

for the project, which has been communicated 

to all Environmental Health Offi cers at relevant 

local authorities and air, light and vibration issues 

are managed as part of the pre-construction 

assessment.

Plan ahead

To help make your journey smoother and more 

reliable during construction of the scheme there 

are things we can all do before setting out on the 

road. Follow these simple tips before you make 

your journey:

1. Allow extra time, especially if you need to 

be somewhere at a specific time – there 

could be disruption

2. Avoid unnecessary delay by ensuring that 

your vehicle has enough fuel to complete your 

journey and that it is regularly serviced and 

well maintained. 

3. Plan your journey using live traffic information 

found on the Highways England website 

www.highways.gov.uk or www.trafficengland.com

4. Check our scheme website which will be 

regularly updated. You can also sign up to 

get email alerts for updates www.highways.

gov.uk/road-projects/M60-Junction-8-to-M62-

Junction-20

5. Follow us on Twitter where we will be posting 

regular and real time traffic and incident alerts 

@HighwaysNWEST

6. Like us on Facebook for regular updates and 

information – search for ‘Smart Motorways 

Manchester’ 

7. Contacting our contractor directly during office 

hours on 0161 787 3300 or e-mail 

info@manchestersmartmotorways.com
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D
uring the fi rst 10 months of this 

scheme there were 3,690 vehicle 

recoveries in total... that’s 8 times as 

many as on a similar scheme at another 

location. Each recovery incident causes 

delay and puts people’s lives at risk. 

So far we’ve attended:

685 vehicles with punctures

281 vehicles that had run out of fuel

22 motorists who’d put the wrong type of 

fuel in their vehicle

18 abandoned vehicles

9 (professional) drivers taking ‘tacho’ breaks

Help us keep traffic moving and keep you, 

the travelling public, and our workforce safe. 

Make sure your vehicle is ready for each 

journey. Got to https://goo.gl/StEKRS for 

more information on maitaining your vehicle.


