

	

	[image: ]
	            


	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]M5 Junction 4a to Junction 6 Smart Motorway – All Lane Running
News Bulletin 
January 2016
Introduction : 
The Scheme was first announced by the Department for Transport in the June 2013 Spending Review. Advance statutory consultation was undertaken between March and April 2014 for the introduction of Variable Message Signs, to facilitate All Lane Running Smart Motorway. 
An initial phase to construct a central reserve rigid concrete barrier was completed in October 2014. Balfour Beatty Vinci joint venture were appointed in July 2015, to implement the final phase of verge construction, including all associated technology infrastructure. The scheme will be under construction between January 2016 through to November 2016 on the M5 between Bromsgrove and Worcester. 
Smart Motorways help relieve congestion by converting the hard shoulder to a running lane and using technology to monitor traffic flow and vary the mandatory speed limits to keep traffic moving smoothly. On completion of the works the motorway will have a new low noise running surface and All Lane Running (ALR), 3 lanes + the hard shoulder between junctions 4a to 6. Overhead gantries will advise of speed limits to ease the flow of traffic. 
What we have done so far:
· Vegetation Clearance to accommodate installation of new technology and gantries
· Site investigation and conditional surveys
· Installation of temporary CCTV network along the scheme
· Cleaning and camera inspection of existing drainage system
What we plan to do:
To facilitate the installation of the technology and to apply low noise surfacing along the carriageways as part of the project:
· From January 11th 2016 narrow lanes will be installed from Junction 4a to Junction 5 and a 50mph speed limit put in place. 
· In March narrow lanes will be installed from Junction 5 to Junction 6 and a 50mph speed limit put in place. 
· The narrow lanes allow us to keep 3 lanes running north and south bound giving us room then to work on the hard shoulder during the daytime. 
· Any closures of the motorway will be carried out at night time and through careful planning and programming be kept to a minimum.
· A diverted route will be clearly sign posted and these closures can be viewed on the Highways England web site www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/m5-junctions-4a-to-6 . 
· Full time recovery service will be in place during the construction works to clear any incident as swiftly as possible to reduce delays.
What will we see over the next month?
· Narrow Lanes with 50mph speed limit
· Installation of Varia Guard Barrier for the safety of the workforce
· Works being carried out on the hard shoulder 
· Cross Carriageway Ducting (beneath the motorway)
· Removal of existing safety barrier and signage
· Topsoil strip for areas of earthworks
· Construction of temporary piling platforms

If you require any further information about the scheme then please do not hesitate to contact us via our Stakeholder Manager  nick.cuming@taylorwoodrow.com or mobile 07826 868990
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