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The Highways Agency is proposing to improve 
Junction 19 of the M1 motorway and related 
sections of the M6 motorway and A14 trunk 
road within the counties of Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire.

The Preferred Route for the improvement 
was announced in February 2009 after public 
consultation in 2008.

This Non-Technical Summary describes the 
Preferred Route for the M1 Junction 19 Improvement 
and summarises the Environmental Statement in 
non-technical language.

The Environmental Statement reports the 
Environmental Impact Assessment carried out for 
the improvement and supports the draft Orders that 
have been published.

The objectives of the junction improvement are to:
relieve congestion at the junction and improve 
journey reliability
improve road safety
separate local traffic from long distance traffic
improve conditions for cyclists, pedestrians and 
horse riders
keep adverse environmental impacts to a 
minimum
provide good value for money.

The junction between the M1, M6 and A14 is 
important for north/south and east/west traffic 
movements across the UK.  The M6/A14 route is 
also part of the Ireland UK Benelux Trans-European 
network.  Over 157,000 vehicles pass through the 
junction daily and this is expected to increase to 
over 225,000 by 2029.

Location of M1 Junction 19

At the moment the junction suffers from the 
following problems:

congestion, delays and long queues
accidents, sometimes resulting in serious 
injuries and fatalities
con�icts between local and long distance traffic
barriers to pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders.

If no improvements are made these problems will 
get worse.

Introduction

Objectives

Why the improvement is needed

2000 A study began to look at possible
  improvements.

2002 Public consultation on several
  options.

2003 Secretary of State announced a
  Preferred Route.

2004  Public exhibition presented options
  for the Local Road Network.

2004 – 2007 Further options were identi�ed which
  may have had advantages over the
  2003 Preferred Route.

2008 Public consultation on �ve options.

2009  Secretary of State announced a new
  Preferred Route.

2010 Publication of draft Orders and
  Environmental Statement.

Background to the improvement
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Alternatives considered

The options subject to public consultation in 2008 
were the Blue and Brown Junctions, designed on 
four levels, both incorporating a large roundabout, 
and the Red Junction designed on three levels with 
free �ow links.  

Three options for the Local Road Network were 
presented:

Green, including a new link between Shawell 
Road and Shawell Lane and improvements to 
Shawell Lane.
Purple, including a new link between Rugby 
Road and Shawell Lane north of the M6 and 
improvements to Shawell Lane.
Orange, including the same link between Rugby 
Road and Shawell Lane as Purple but with a 
local route under the junction between Swinford 
and Catthorpe.

The Red Junction and Orange Local Road Network 
was selected as the new Preferred Route because 
it:

gained the most support from the public 
consultation
has the lowest environmental impact
requires the least land
provides the greatest traffic bene�ts
represents good value for money.

Typical cross section 
through proposed 
Local Road Network 
within the junction 
area.

Summary of the proposals

Layout

The junction would be constructed on three levels at 
a similar height to the existing.

It would provide the following direct free-flow links:
A14 to M1 northbound
M1 southbound to A14
M6 to A14 in both directions 
M6 to M1 southbound
M1 northbound to M6.

The M1 will remain on its current alignment.

The Local Road Network would include:
a new link between Rugby Road and Shawell 
Lane north of the M6
a local route under the junction between Swinford 
and Catthorpe
improvements to Shawell Lane between 
Catthorpe Road and the M6 to the east and 
towards the A5 to the west.

Access for Pedestrians, Cyclists and 
Horse Riders

The existing junction disrupts the rights of way 
network and results in con�icts with heavy traffic at 
the junction, particularly for those travelling between 
Swinford and Catthorpe.

Some existing routes would no longer be feasible 
and would need to be closed.

The new routes not only replace these but provide 
improved utility and recreational links.  These 
include:

a direct surfaced footway between Swinford and 
Catthorpe
a bridleway from Swinford to the area west of the 
M1 alongside the River Avon using the existing 
bridges below the A14 and M1.  A spur from this 
route would follow the dismantled railway line to 
Station Road Lilbourne
a new footpath on the north side of the A14
a widened verge, connecting several existing 
routes, on the north side of the new local road 
north of the M6. 
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Construction

Construction traffic would not use routes through 
local villages.

The contractor has developed a traffic management 
strategy to maintain the �ow of traffic during the 
construction period.

Rugby Road, linking Swinford to Catthorpe would 
be closed for about 12 months starting in late 2012.  
A temporary diversion for the local roads would be 
sign posted.  

Occasional night time working would be 
undertaken, for example, the erection of bridges 
and gantries over motorways.  These activities 
would also require short term closures of the M1, 
M6 or A14.  Diversion routes would be limited to 
the major road network, they would be advertised 
beforehand and adequately sign posted.

The Contractor would need land temporarily for a 
site compound, storage of materials, access for 
construction traffic and diversions.  Suitable areas 
have been identi�ed and where necessary are 
included within the draft Orders.

Public rights of way would be affected by the 
improvement.  Where practicable, the Contractor 
would provide alternative routes prior to closing 
existing ones.

Construction is likely to begin in late 2011 and the 
new junction would be fully opened in Autumn 2014.

Structures

The junction improvement would include seven new 
bridges.  Two existing bridges would be modi�ed 
and three demolished.  The new Catthorpe Viaduct 
would be retained.  There would also be new sign 
and signal gantries.  The improved junction is likely 
to be lit as now.

Catthorpe Viaduct

This bridge carries the M6 southbound over the 
M1 but because of its present structural condition 
it needs to be replaced to safeguard the integrity of 
the motorway network.

Catthorpe Viaduct will be replaced within the 
existing highway as a maintenance project before 
the M1 Junction 19 Improvement.  Its new location 
just to the south of the existing structure will be as 
shown on the overall layout plan for the junction 
included in this lea�et.

View from public footpath X11 looking south towards the existing junction

Same view showing proposed scheme and new planting after 15 yearsSame view showing proposed scheme and new planting after 15 years



Environmental Effects

The adverse and bene�cial environmental effects 
of the improvement have been assessed and the 
results are contained within an Environmental 
Statement. The Statement considers the effects 
following completion and temporary effects during 
construction.  

The environmental assessment has taken into 
account a number of measures designed to reduce 
adverse effects and where possible improve the 
local environment.

Typical permanent measures include:
tree and shrub planting combined with earth 
mounding
protection of wildlife and creation of new habitats
drainage ponds to reduce the risk of pollution 
and �ooding
new routes for pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders
low noise surfacing on all new sections of 
motorway and trunk road.

These measures, together with several of the 
existing environmental resources taken into account 
in the assessment, are shown on the plan.

In addition, an Environmental Management Plan in 
accordance with International Standard ISO 14001 
would be in use throughout the construction period 
to control construction activities:

ensuring environmental commitments including 
those provided by the Environmental Statement 
are met
limiting potential adverse impacts
protecting sensitive environmental assets.

The effects of the junction improvement are set out 
in the Environmental Effects table on pages 7 & 8.

Lilbourne motte and bailey castle with River Avon 
in foreground

Otters are recorded along the River Avon

Existing pond identi�ed as great crested newt 
habitat.
Existing pond identi�ed as great crested newt 
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New dense planting Location of cross section shown on plan overleaf

Cross section showing the proposed junction improvements

M1 northbound 
to M6

Note:  Planting is shown at the height it would attain after 15 years growth

M6 to M1
southbound

M1
southbound

to A14

Emergency
access

A14 to M1
northbound

M1
northbound/southbound

M6 to A14 
in both directions

Lilbourne motte and bailey castle with River Avon 
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Table.  Environmental Effects
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Further Information

We want to make sure that everyone consulted 
understands the proposals and the likely 
environmental effects and has the opportunity to 
express an opinion on them.

The draft Orders and Environmental Statement may 
be read free of charge during normal working hours 
at the following locations from 25th February to 21st 
May 2010.

Highways Agency
5 Broadway
Broad Street
Birmingham
B15 1BL

Leicestershire County Council
County Hall
Glen�eld
Leicester
LE3 8RA

Harborough District Council
Council Offices
Adam and Eve Street
Market Harborough
Leicestershire
LE16 7AG

Daventry District Council
Lodge Road
Daventry
Northamptonshire
NN11 4FP

Lutterworth Library
George Street
Lutterworth
Leicestershire
LE17 4ED

Northamptonshire Central Library
Abington Street
Northampton
NN1 2BA

Rugby Library and Information Centre
Little Elborow Street
Rugby
Warwickshire 
CV21 3BZ

The Environmental Statement is divided into four 
main sections, each available separately as: 

this Non-Technical Summary
Volume 1, a full summary of all issues
Appendix 1 to Volume 1, which contains all 
the main drawings and illustrations for the 
improvement
Volume 2, a set of separate topic chapters 0-9 
presented in more technical detail.

The Non-Technical Summary may be viewed on the 
M1 J19 pages of the Highways Agency’s website 
(http://www.highways.gov.uk), or obtained from 
the address below.

The Environmental Statement may also be 
accessed via the Highways Agency website.  
Alternatively, printed copies may be purchased from 
the Highways Agency at the following address: 

Highways Agency
M1 Junction 19 Improvement Project Team
Room C8
5 Broadway 
Broad Street
Birmingham
B15 1BL

Telephone: 08457 50 40 30
email: m1junction19@highways.gsi.gov.uk 

The Environmental Statement is priced as follows:
Volume 1:  £10
Appendix 1 Figures: £10
Volume 2: £75

Alternatively a CD of the full Environmental 
Statement comprising Volumes 1 and 2, and 
Appendix 1 can be obtained free of charge from the 
same address.

Separate prices for individual chapters from Volume 
2 and other technical and survey reports are 
available upon request.

Traffic congestion at the junction. 9Traffic congestion at the junction.



Your Views

We welcome your views on the published proposals.  
The Secretary of State will take all written comments 
into account before deciding whether or not to 
proceed with the improvement, with or without 
modi�cations.

If you wish to support or object to the draft Orders, 
comment on them or on the Environmental 
Statement, or put forward alternative proposals you 
should write to or e-mail the Highways Agency at the 
address to the left no later than 21st May 2010.

The information you send us may need to be passed 
to colleagues within the Highways Agency, or agents 
acting on our behalf and may be published along 
with a response from the Government.

We will assume you are content for us to do this and 
if you are replying by email, your consent overrides 
any con�dentiality disclaimer that is generated by 
your organisation’s IT system, unless you speci�cally 
include a request to the contrary in the main text of 
your submission to us.  Please ensure that if you 
want your name or response to be kept con�dential 
you state this clearly in your response.  (Con�dential 
responses will be included in any statistical 
summary of numbers of comments received and 
views expressed).  Publicity will be given to any 
alternative proposals received.

Depending on the nature and number of objections 
received, a public inquiry may be held before 
an independent Inspector.  All those who have 
responded will be noti�ed individually at least six 
weeks beforehand and notices will appear in the 
local press.  All comments received will be made 
available to the Inspector who may decide to make 
them public.  The Secretary of State for Transport 
and the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government will then consider the Inspector’s 
recommendations and decide the way forward.

You are invited to public exhibitions where you can 
see the draft Orders, plans of the improvement 
and other information about the proposals.  
Representatives of the Highways Agency will 
be present to explain the proposals and answer 
questions.

The exhibitions will be held at:-

Lilbourne

Friday 12th March 2010 - 2pm to 8pm
Saturday 13th March 2010 - 10am to 4pm

Lilbourne Village Hall
Station Road
Lilbourne
Northamptonshire
CV23 OSU

Swinford

Friday 19th March 2010 - 2pm to 8pm
Saturday 20th March 2010 - 10am to 4pm

Swinford Village Hall
1 Chapel Street
Swinford
Leicestershire
LE17 6AZ

This  leaflet explains the proposals and summarises the Environmental Statement that has been produced 
in accordance with European Council Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by Directive 97/11/EC, which is 
applied into UK law by Section 105A of the Highways Act 1980 (as amended).

What happens next

Public Exhibitions

Traffic congestion at the junction.

10



Printed on recycled paper FSC mixed sources grade containing 50% recycled waste 
and 50% virgin fibre

If you need help using this or any 
other Highways Agency information, 
please call 08457 50 40 30 and we 
will assist you.

For wider motoring advice visit Directgov
www.direct.gov.uk/motoring

Highways Agency Publications Code PR282/09

© Crown copyright 2010

Got a question or comment?

08457 50 40 30*

email: ha_info@highways.gsi.gov.uk
24 hours a day, 365 days a year

Live traffic information

 08700 660 115*

www.highways.gov.uk
24 hours a day, 365 days a year

*Calls from BT landlines to 0845 numbers will cost no more than 4p per minute and 
to 0870 numbers no more than 8p per minute, mobile calls usually cost more.




