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The A5-M1 Link 
(Dunstable Northern 
Bypass) is a vital 
scheme to relieve 
congestion, unlock 
regional economic 
growth and improve the 
connection between 
communities.
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A scheme for drivers, business  
and the community. 

The A5-M1 Link (Dunstable Northern 
Bypass) is a vital scheme to relieve 
congestion, unlock regional economic 
growth and improve the connection 
between communities.

The A5 through Dunstable had long 
suffered from heavy congestion, which has 
had a significant effect on the town and the 
villages nearby. The new dual carriageway 
links the A5 to the M1 to reduce traffic 
in the town and surrounding villages, 
improving air quality and the quality of life. 
It also means better, safer and more reliable 
journeys for those drivers  that rely on this 
route every day.

What difference  
a road makes
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A new 4.6km, two-lane 
dual carriageway and  
3 new junctions. A new roundabout at 

the intersection with the 
A5120 Bedford Road.

Demolition of two existing 
bridges over the M1
Construction of 7 new 
bridges including two new 
bridges over the M1.

A new interchange - 
Junction 11a - with the 
M1 motorway.

The scheme at a glance Benefits
� Provides a key east-

west connection between 
the A5 and the M1.

� Unlocks the development of up to 
7000 houses and 40 hectares of 
employment land, providing up to 
4,000 jobs.

� Helped to generate an estimated £2 
billion investment in the region.

� Relieves congestion in Dunstable 
town centre, giving the town its high 
street back.

� Reduces traffic, especially heavy 
goods vehicles, on local roads and 
through Dunstable, Houghton Regis 
and local villages.

� Improves safety.

� Reduces journey times and 
improves journey time reliability 
for those  vehicles that rely 
on this route every day.

� Represents a six-fold return on 
investment to the UK economy in 
terms of better and safer journeys.



April  
Opening of Woodside 
Link Road.

May 
Open for traffic.  

June
Installation of traffic 
management on M1.

September
Open Luton Road West.

February 
Installing bridge beams for 
Sundon Road Bridge.

March  
Installing bridge beams for Luton 
Road Bridge.

April 
Bridge beam lifting operation 
for junction 11a overbridge.

June – December 
Construction of junction 11a slip 
road signs.

September 
Opening of junction 11a side  
road bridge.

Demolition of existing bridges  
over the M1.

Open Luton Road East.

2015 2016 2017
Developing a £162.1million 
road scheme takes careful 
planning to minimise 
disruption for drivers and 
local communities.

Bridge beam lifting operation for junction 11a overbridge, April 2016Demolition of B579 Luton Road Bridge on 10 September 2016

The making of a road
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Installation of gantry (67 metres in length) Open for traffic 10 May 2017



         

This award winning 
project was completed on 
time and on budget. 
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Digging out  

600,000  
cubic metres  

of earth enough to fill the  
Royal Albert Hall  

7 times

Rolling out  

20,000  
tonnes  

of blacktop for road surfacing   
as heavy as  

200 blue whales Pouring  

4,100  
cubic metres  

of concrete    
enough to more than fill an 

Olympic sized swimming pool

43,000m   

almost 28 miles of drainage

30,000m  
of fencing

14,308m  

of ditches

Our challenge in numbers



In the last two years, we’ve put 
in over 1.5 million man hours to 
build the new road and made 
safety our priority. 

Construction

In the last 2 years, the scheme has involved:

Construction of two-lane  
dual carriageway 7  

new bridges

3.1km  
of slip roads

2.3km  
realignment of local road

3  
new gantries  

across the M1 motorway

11  
Advanced Motorway Indicators  

(AMIs) on the M1 between 
junction 11 and 12 to display 
variable speed restriction and  

lane control

1
new MS4 display to give  
drivers better information  

during their journey

8  
Pan Tilt Zoom Cameras (PTZs) 
between junction 11 and 12, 
allowing the control centre to 

monitor the network and access 
incidents efficiently

3 
 new junctions including   
the new Junction 11a.
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An early Roman (1st Century AD) 
cremation group surrounding 
a pit  of pottery and an intact 
brooch made of bronze.

A small 1st Century AD 
family cemetery of skeletal 
burials, including adults 
and adolescents.

A preserved male buried with 
his iron spear (Saxon Swanton 
type C2 spearhead, late 7th
century AD) and sheath knife 
and a possible female with a 
copper necklace.

An Anglo-Saxon settlement 
that developed into a medieval 
village. Finds show a small 
cottage lay within a smaller 
enclosure on the hillside facing 
north; this cottage was probably 
occupied in the 12th-13th 
Centuries but seems to have 
been abandoned around the 
time of the Black Death. Three 
bodies were found buried next to 
the cottage.

Archaeology

Neolithic stone axe head 
c4000 – 25000 BC.Agriculture 
in the British Isles is a Neolithic 
Innovation and the tools 
needed to clear woodland for 
fields and grazing required 
heavy-duty stone axes 
mounted in wooden hafts.

Over a period of 12 months, our archaeologists unearthed an 
array of hidden artefacts that reveal times past. Their location 
was catalogued for future reference by the Museum of London  
Archaeology (MOLA). 

Indications that the site of Hillcrest was once possibly an Anglo-
Saxon smallholding in the 7th - 8th Centuries and finds included a 
highly decorated bone comb, pottery and 2 loom-weights.

Hidden graves, jewellery  
and neolithic tools provide 
a fascinating glimpse into 
the area’s history.
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We know that living close to a major road scheme 
can sometimes be disruptive. That’s why it’s so 
important that we give something back to our 
neighbours and local communities. 
From supporting skate park competitions to 
offering work placements, here’s some of the ways 
we’ve helped made a positive difference over the 
last two years.

Giving something back to the community

P

Restoring  
the car park for  

the community allotments.

6 
work placements 
 for civil engineering and 

commercial undergraduates.

Exploring career development 
and health and safety 

around construction sites.

Making young people aware  
of the dangerous effects of 
driving under the influence 

of drugs and alcohol.

Helping over  

500  
primary school 

children  
to understand road safety.

Inspiring the next 
generation of 
engineers

Our 3 ambassadors in science, 
technology, engineering and 
maths education (STEM) 
take part in activities with 
schools and colleges, such 
as Joseph Chamberlain 
College in Birmingham to 
encourage students to become 
future civil engineers, giving 
advice on career routes, 
skills and qualifications.
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We have sought 
to minimise the 
scheme’s impact on 
the surrounding rural 
area. Most of the land 
is arable with some 
pasture and there has 
been little impact on 
areas of mature trees 
and shrubs. To protect 
and enhance wildlife, 
we have created:
 

400 
metres  

of noise barrier  
fencing around the  

M1 Junction 11a made from 

95% recycled   
and reinforced materials,  
which have a longer life.

7  
balancing ponds  

to store water run off  
from the new road and to 

prevent flooding.

3  
ponds  

planted with native aquatic and 
marginal plants to provide new 
habitats for the Great Crested 

Newt and other wildlife.

Helping the environment

240,000 
cubic meter  
of new grassland.

Hydroseeding was used which  
is a grass seed mixed with 

mulch and was fired through  
a hose and added to the vast 
area of ditches, banks, bunds 

and landscape within and 
around the scheme area. 

         

Tunnels and special fencing 
 give mammals access to 
foraging areas and safe 
passage under the road.

Temporary newt fencing also  
prevent disturbance to Great 

Crested Newts. 
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Safety 
In 2 years, over 1.5 million man hours have 
been worked, leading the scheme to win 
Gold RoSPA awards 2 years running. 

The temporary speed limits that have been in 
place throughout the scheme have protected 
both road workers and road users. 

Mission Room
The mission room uses technology to capture 
360° views of the construction area, giving virtual, 
safe and instant access to complex  
and hazardous sites.
 
It’s also an engaging and efficient way to brief 
and induct staff, who can be placed in real site 
conditions  from the safety of the office.  
It also helps us to visual designs, and review  
and understand operations without the need  
for site visits. 

Supporting the local economy
The scheme will provide a key east-west 
connection between the A5 and the M1, reducing 
strategic traffic, reducing strategic traffic such 
as freight movements on the local road network 
through Dunstable, Houghton Regis and other 
settlements in the area. Improving journey 
time reliability for the local and longer distance 
traffic movements, whilst contributing to local 
development and regeneration and wider 
economic growth all of which provide increased 
employment opportunities. 

Not just for cars
As part of the scheme we have improved 
pedestrian, equestrian and cyclist’s access and 
crossing points on the A5, A5120 roundabout 
and near Chalton village roundabout. We have 
constructed two new footbridges over the link 
road for pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists. 

Other achievements
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CCJV won a gold medal at the 2017 
RoSPA Health and Safety Awards. 
The award recognises sites that 
have achieved a very high level of 
performance, demonstrating well 
developed occupational health and 
safety management systems and 
culture, outstanding control of risk and 
very low levels of error, harm and loss.

CCJV won a silver award at the 
Considerate Constructors Awards 2017.
The award recognises construction 
sites that have demonstrated a high 
level of consideration in respect of the 
community, environment and workforce.

London and South East Awards 
2015 BIM Project of the Year – Highly 
Commended. The Building Information 
Modelling (BIM) award recognises 
any organisation that has pioneered 
new ways of working in a BIM enabled 
environment to make project design, 
delivery and operation more effective.

Awards Partners
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With thanks to our partners

Construction 
Excellence 
Award

Principal Contractor partner for joint venture CCJV

Principal Contractor partner for joint venture CCJV

Designer

Employer’s Supervisor

 Commercial Assurance
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