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Community newsletter: February 2018

Welcome to the February edition of Highways England’s Coast Road Junction 
Improvement Scheme newsletter for local residents, businesses and road users.

Investing in your roads
At Highways England we believe in a connected 
country and our network makes these connections 
happen. We strive to improve our major roads 
and motorways - engineering the future to keep 
people moving today and moving better tomorrow. 
We want to make sure all our major roads are 
more dependable, durable and, most importantly, 
safe. That’s why we’re delivering £15 billion of 
investment on our network – the largest investment 
in a generation.

The Coast Road Junction Improvement Scheme 
is a critical part of this investment and will improve 
journeys between the A19 and the surrounding 
road network, which is great news for the local and 
regional economy. 

Since our last newsletter back in October we have 
undertaken a lot of work that includes the opening 
of the new Silverlink roundabout North bridge on 
11 October and the new South bridge on the 25 
January. This now means the roundabout is open to 
traffic and work can start on creating the remaining 
walls that will form the underpass.  

We have also completed the new northbound on slip 
near B&Q and the southbound on slip so traffic is 
running on the new configuration; this has allowed 
us to move into the central areas in order 
to finish the remaining piling. 

In addition the new eastbound bridge deck on the 
A1058 Coast Road has been completed allowing us to 
switch the contraflow and commence the bored piling 
and construction of the new Western bridge deck.

In total we have:
 � carried 13 traffic switches that includes North 

and South on slips and North and South bridge 
switches

 � installed over 415 piles

 � carried out three complicated beam lifts 

 � built three bridges

 � opened three new slip roads

 � completed significant diversions of live services 
including gas and electric



Community update

Pupils from nine local schools took part in our Bridge 
Building exercise to gain an understanding and 
knowledge of engineering and how it impacts on 
their everyday lives. While working on the bridge, 
280 pupils were taught the importance of safety 
when working in a engineering and construction 
environment. 

As part of our commitment to education, we 
introduced pupils to the role of engineers and the 
importance each stage of development, design 
and construction plays in delivering such important 
investment in our communities and roads.

Charity update 
Our commitment to give something back continues 
as always and to date our project team has raised 
£2,144.80 for over 20 charities. Recently we have 
raised money by donating clothes, toys, food and 
toiletries to good causes and have given our time 
to build a storage area for a local school.

Recently we have supported the following 
causes:

 � Brake charity - who support victims of road 
accidents, the project team was involved in 
several different charity events from ‘win a bear’ 
competition to wear a Christmas Jumper Day 
to raise much needed awareness and funds for 
the charity

 � Metro Radio’s Cash for Kids Mission Christmas 
Appeal. This appeal was to ensure no child in 
the North East would wake up without a present 
to open on Christmas Day and everyone on 
site brought in wrapped presents to donate. In 
addition we also presented the charity with the 
cheque for £500 that the scheme was awarded 
for a Project Health and Safety Award. We 
have since heard the charity raised a total of 
£2.7 million and 55,000 gifts were donated in 
total, so every child had a present to open on 
Christmas Day.

Site update 

Work is progressing at pace on the main Silverlink 
junction with all but one of the main structures 
complete at road level. The corrugated steel bridge 
lining has been installed to the Middle Engine 
Railway Bridge and work is now underway to 
extend the parapets in order to facilitate the widening 
of the A19 at the North end of the scheme.

The A19 North roundabout bridge is now open to 
traffic and when coupled with the new southbound 
off slip road, this has opened up the area to allow 
installation of the piles to the north of the scheme. 
This will eventually form the retaining walls to the 
underpass.

Work has also been completed on the construction 
of the A1058 eastbound bridge which meant we 
could divert traffic under contraflow to allow the 
construction of the A1058 westbound bridge. In 
addition 75% of drainage work has now been 
completed including a 10 metres deep, 4.5 metres 
in diameter drainage shaft. 

We have installed a total of 5,800 linear metres 
(690 London buses, or 58 football pitches) of 
bored piles out of a total of 10,653 linear metres. 
In numbers this equates to 415 out of 583 piles, 
with sizes ranging from 0.6m up to 1.5m diameter 
and depths of up to 30m.

Aerial view of Middle Engine Railway Bridge

Sinking of Caisson for deep drainage tunnelling Excavation to base of Caisson

What’s next – keeping you 
up to date

Time Capsule
Since mentioning the idea during educational visits 
at local schools we have been contacted by more 
and more local schools and businesses to be 
involved in burying a time capsule when we start 
the foundations of the pedestrian / cycle bridges. 
The time capsule will contain a variety of items and 
information as a method of communication with 
people in the future and to help future engineers, 
archaeologists, anthropologists or historians learn 
more about our era and people from the local area. 

Stephenson Railway Museum 
donation of fencing
We are donating over 100m of anti-climb fencing 
to the museum which has been taken down from our 
central reservation. This was officially delivered to the 
museum at the end of January 2018.

Benton Quarry Park donation
As part of our partnerships with local groups and 
organisations, we are donating between 250 tonnes 
of used material to the Friends of Benton Quarry 
Park. Member of Friends of Benton Quarry Park, 
Councillor Janet Hunter has expressed her delight 
that Highways England has made such an important 
donation that will save a considerable amount of 
money for the Benton Quarry Park project.

Women in Engineering
Durham University question and answer session – 
Pooja Godhania attended a Q&A to give students 
an insight into what it is like for a female engineer to 
work in the engineering industry. Pooja demonstrated 
her progression from university to section engineer 
on the A19 / A1058 Coast Road scheme, discussing 
the varying challenges she faced and the satisfaction 
of overcoming them to help support the delivery 
of such an important investment to the local area. 
Faced with a variety of questions from the audience, 
Pooja relied on her experiences from her time in 
engineering and shared what it’s like to work in such 
an exciting environment and why Highways England 
is encouraging more and more like minded women 
to become engineers and work in our industry.



If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

Keeping you up to date

Online: 
 Up to date information will be posted on our scheme web page as it becomes available, 
at: www.highways.gov.uk/A19-A1058CoastRoadJunction

Email alerts: 
You can sign up to receive email alerts as they are made via our web page 
at: www.highways.gov.uk/A19-A1058CoastRoadJunction 
Alternatively, you can contact the project team direct at: 
A19coastroadenquiries@highwaysengland.co.uk

You can write to us at: 
A19 / A1058 Coast Road Project Team, 
3rd floor south, Highways England, 
Lateral, 8 City Walk, Leeds, LS11 9AT

Call us directly on: 
0191 303 9330
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What’s next?

Now that the main roundabout structures have 
been built we can concentrate on the next major 
phase of the build which is to excavate 80,000m3 
of material to form the main underpass under the 
existing Silverlink roundabout. 

The A19 / A1058 Coast Road Scheme will 
transport the excavated material which will be 
stored at a site in Wardley for future use on the A19 
Testos Scheme. The re-use of this site material in 
this manner as opposed to sending it to landfill 
will save nearly 300tCO2e from the schemes 
Carbon footprint and will involve over 5,000 lorry 
movements totalling over 60,000 miles. Recycling 
this material means a saving of public money 

instead of importing new quarried material. In 
addition, 250 tonnes of old road construction 
material from our scheme will be donated to the 
Benton Quarry Park improvement scheme to use 
as a base for the new footpaths in the park.

Work will commence on the foundations for the 
two new pedestrian / cyclist footbridges which 
will allow safe access over the A1058 slip roads. 
These two bridges will form an integral part of 
the new Coast cycle route. Work on this will take 
place this winter and is expected to be open to 
pedestrians in spring 2019.
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