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The junction previously suffered a high accident rate. In 2001 traffic
signals were installed, which reduced congestion and improved safety.
But the junction in its present form still presents problems for drivers.
Expected growth in traffic means that the roundabout will become a
bottleneck, resulting in longer delays and more severe congestion,
increasing driver frustration.
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Testos is the junction of the A19 and the A184, south of Newcastle. The
A19 is a strategic route that provides an alternative to the A1 between
North Yorkshire and North Tyneside. It also provides links between
Tyneside, Wearside and Teesside. The junction has both local and
regional importance.
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Scheme objectives

•

Minimise the environmental impact of the proposals and
compensate for them where possible.

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved
Highways Agency 100018928. 2009

on

Relieve congestion associated with the roundabout

The South

rD

•

Make-Me-Rich
Farm

ve

Improve road safety at the junction

Electricity
Sub Station

A19

•

Preferred route
Existing

Ri

The objectives of the scheme are to

A184

Sunderland

Testos
Junction

A second off-line
option, which veers
away from the existing
A19 before re-joining it,
was also considered.
This option proposed
the A19 at ground level
passing beneath a
raised roundabout. The
roundabout would also
be located approximately
200m west of the existing
roundabout.
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Reasons for the preferred option
Compared to the off-line options the on-line option:
•
is significantly cheaper and provides greater value for money
- greater benefits at lower cost
•
requires less land and has the least damaging impact on the
environment.
A consultation has already been undertaken with selected stakeholders,
several of whom represent the interests of the community. Many support
the proposals and no objections have been raised.

Nissan Plant

The South
Downhill Lane
Junction

Other options were
considered, including
further improvements
to the existing junction
involving a new road
through the middle of the
roundabout. This was
rejected on the basis
that it would not improve
safety at the junction.

Some of the key environmental issues we are looking at are:
•
the effects of changes in noise levels, vibration and air quality
•
the visual impacts on local residents, buildings and rights of way
•
the proximity to sensitive water bodies, including the River Don and
Boldon Lake and their protection from pollution
•
the proximity to sensitive ecological features or protected species
•
the opportunity to improve the local network of footpaths and
bridleways
•
the possibility of finding archaeological remains.

Please return this questionnaire by

22 June 2009

1. Please provide us with your name and address or if
you rather your comments were confidential only the first
four digits of your postcode. (this information will only be
used to analyse the location of the responses).

2. Do you believe that there is a need to improve Testos junction?
Yes

No

Don’t know

3. How comfortable do you feel with the Highways Agency’s preferred solution?
very
comfortable

1

2

3

4

5

very
uncomfortable

4. Please use this space for additional comments or suggestions.
You may wish to expand on your answers to Question 2 or 3 or comment on specific aspects of the proposals
such as facilities for pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists, safety, environmental impacts etc.
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The protection of the environment
is very important to the Highways
Agency. Our environmental
specialists work very closely with
the design team and are involved in
all the key decisions. Environmental
studies which compare the effects of
each option have been completed.
On balance, the on-line option
was preferable. The effects of the
preferred route will be assessed in
detail in an environmental statement.
As part of this work we are consulting
a wide range of national and local
bodies, including all the relevant
planning authorities, Natural England,
the Environment Agency and English
Heritage. An environmental specialist will be at the public consultation
exhibitions to answer your questions about the potential effects of the
scheme options.

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

5. Have you found the information that we have provided useful?

YES

NO

6. For monitoring purposes could you please provide us with information about your main forms of transport.
Car...............

Motorbike......

Commercial Vehicle..

Public Transport....

Pedestrian....

Equestrian....

Cyclist ......................

Other..................................................

To ensure that we are meeting our Diversity Guidelines could you please help us by filling in the following section of this questionnaire.
Consultees are not obliged to complete this; the information will only be used by the Agency to monitor its effectiveness at consulting with the whole
community. This information will not be used for any other purpose and, in publishing the results, individuals will not be identified.

Age.....

Gender................. Male

Female

Please tick the box if you are Disabled
Ethnic Origin - Which ethnic group do you identify with? e.g. British, Asian, Afro Caribbean................................................
Religion or Belief - Do you follow a particular religion or hold a religious or similar philosophical belief?
Yes

No

Prefer not to say

If YES please specify...................................................................

moisten here

moisten here

Tyne Tunnel

The first off-line option,
which veers away from
the existing A19 before
re-joining it, has a similar
layout to the online
option in terms of junction
arrangement, with the
roundabout at ground
level and the A19 passing
over the new roundabout
on embankment and two
bridges. The proposed
roundabout would be
located approximately
200m to the west of the
existing roundabout.

please detach

The Highway Agency’s preferred option is an on-line (follows the existing
A19) improvement scheme. This involves raising the A19 carriageway
above ground on an embankment and carrying it over the existing
roundabout, slightly to the west, via two bridges.
Access to Downhill Lane junction would be via parallel link roads
connecting to the new south-facing slip roads of Testos Junction.

The environment
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In 2002 the Tyneside
Newcastle
Area Multi Modal Study Newcastle
upon Tyne
(TAMMS) recommended
A19/A184
A184
that the Testos Junction A69
Testos Junction
on the A19 be improved.
Sunderland
The Highways Agency
A194 (M)
has been assessing the
options, and a public
Durham
A19
consultation exhibition
will be held to explain
Hartlepool
A1 (M)
the proposals - details
of venue and times are
shown on the back of
Darlington
A66
this leaflet.
Middlesbrough
A66
The purpose of this
Teesside
consultation is to seek
Based upon the Ordnance Survey map.
A1
the views of local
councils, organisations
and people living, working and travelling in the area. A questionnaire
is included in this leaflet, and we would welcome your views on the
proposals.

Description of non-preferred options

moisten here

Scheme proposals

Introduction

You can let us have your
comments on the proposal by
completing the attached pre-paid
questionnaire. The questionnaire
can also be handed in at the
exhibition. The questionnaire can
also be completed and returned
online.

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be published or disclosed in
accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA),
the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004).
If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there
is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with
obligations of confidence. In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you
have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your
explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic
confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Agency.
The Agency will process your personal data in accordance with the DPA and in the majority of circumstances; this
will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties. Confidential responses will be included in any
statistical summary of number of comments and views expressed.
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Please return your completed
questionnaire by 22 June 2009.
Please try and visit the exhibition
where the scheme details will
be on display. The Highways
Agency, consultants and
contractors will be available to
discuss the proposal and answer
your questions. This will inform a
government announcement on the preferred route.
You will have further opportunity to comment for or against future
detailed proposals when they are published under the Highways
Act. Proposals will be on display as part of the publication of the
Draft Orders in 2011.

What happens next
Following the exhibitions, we will analyse the feedback and returns
from stakeholders and customers.
Your views are important to us and we will carefully consider them,
together with those of our stakeholders and other bodies, during the
development of the proposals. Our preference for the online option
is provisional and your comments will be fully considered before
any firm decisions are taken.
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Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal
information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access
to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act
2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004).
If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential,
please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory code of practice
with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other
things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this it would be helpful if
you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided
as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we
will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic
confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be
regarded as binding on the Agency.
The Agency will process your personal data in accordance with the DPA
and in the majority of circumstances; this will mean that your personal data
will not be disclosed to third parties.
Confidential responses will be included in any statistical summary of
number of comments and views expressed.

CODE OF PRACTICE ON CONSULTATION
This consultation is being conducted in line with the Government’s Code of
Practice on Consultation. The seven criteria are listed below:
1. When to consult: Formal consultation should take place at a stage
when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.
2. Duration of consultation exercises: Consultations should normally last
for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where
feasible and sensible.
3. Clarity of scope and impact: Consultation documents should be clear
about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to
influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.
4. Accessibility of consultation exercises: Consultation exercises should
be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the
exercise is intended to reach.
5. The burden of consultation: Keeping the burden of consultation to a
minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’
buy-in to the process is to be obtained.
6. Responsiveness of consultation exercises: Consultation responses
should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to
participants following the consultation.
7. Capacity to consult: Officials running consultations should seek
guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what
they have learned from the experience.
A full version of the Code of Practice on Consultation is available on the
Better Regulation Executive web-site at:
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file47158.pdf
If you have any comments about the extent to which the criteria have been
observed and any ways for improving the consultation process, or any
complaints about the consultation process (rather than the consultation
itself) please contact
Monica Brown
Consultation co-ordinator
Highways Agency
Zone 2/09K
Temple Quay
Bristol
BS1 6HA
e-mail: monica.brown@highways.gsi.gov.uk
phone: 0117 372 8220

Exhibition Dates and Times

Testos Junction

A Public Exhibition will be held at
Quality Hotel, Boldon
Witney Way, Jct. A19/A184
Boldon NE35 9PE
on
Friday 27th March
2pm - 8pm
Saturday 28th March
10am - 6pm
Sunday 29th March
10am - 6pm
Monday 30th March
10am - 1pm
Please try to attend,
we look forward to seeing you.

Improvement

A19

Public Consultation

Got a question or comment?

08457 50 40 30*
email:
a19testosjunctionimprovements@highways.gsi.gov.uk
or contact ______________at Lateral, 8 City Walk, Leeds LS11 9AT

Live traffic information

08700 660 115*
www.highways.gov.uk
24 hours a day, 365 days a year
*Calls from BT landlines to 0845 numbers will cost no more than 4p per minute and to 0870 numbers no more than 8p per minute,
mobile calls usually cost more.

visit our website
www.highways.gov.uk

This document/leaﬂet has been prepared in accordance with the principles of the Cabinet Ofﬁce Code of Practice on consultation.
A copy of the criteria is available on request from Highways Agency, Lateral, 8 City Walk, Leeds LS11 9AT
or is available on the Cabinet Ofﬁce’s website at cabinetofﬁce.gov.uk/serviceﬁrst/2000/consult/code/_consultation.pdf Highways Agency Publication Code: PR29/09 Highways Agency Publications Group, Leeds n080235
Printed on ‘Revive’ paper comprising 75% post-consumer waste and 25% ECF.
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How you can be involved

Safe roads, Reliable journeys,
Informed travellers

If you need help using this or any
other Highways Agency information,
please call 08457 50 40 30 and we
will assist you.
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