A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
improvement scheme
update July 2019

Where are we now?
With the project now heading
toward completion, 2019 is proving
to be a busy year.
The River Great Ouse viaduct, an integral part of
the new bypass and one of 34 new bridges and
structures on the scheme, was completed earlier
this year. The viaduct is the biggest bridge on the
21-mile project, taking over 18 months to build,
and covering 747 metres to carry drivers over the
river and connects to the East Coast Mainline
Railway bridge.
A key section of the local access road has also
opened to westbound traffic between Girton and
Dry Drayton. It is the first part of a longer five-mile
link road which will help people travel between
local communities and cross the A14 safely,
also improving links for villagers to and from
Cambridge city centre.
David Bray, Highways England Project Director
explained: “Building the new A14 is just one part
of our project; building local access roads such
as this one is equally important. This road will help
connect communities between Cambridge and
Huntingdon without them needing to use the
new A14.”

A three and a half mile stretch of the A1
incorporated in the project is also now open,
seeing the section of the road between Alconbury
and Brampton grow from two to three lanes and
speed limits restored to 70 miles per hour. Some
overnight closures and speed restrictions are
still required to allow finishing work to take place.
This includes the installation of overhead gantries
and signs, and tying the road in with the new A14
bypass later this year.
Work on one of the most complex parts of the
scheme, the new junction at Bar Hill, has also
moved to the next stage of construction with
drivers now using part of the new interchange and
the old bridge having been removed. You can
view a timelapse of the bridge demolition on our
Facebook page-facebook.com/A14C2H/

Latest news on the A14(M)
We’ve applied to the Planning Inspectorate for a change to the scheme’s Development Consent
Order (DCO) to allow the roads to become motorways. You can read our full application on the
Planning Inspectorate’s website (https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/
eastern/a14-cambridge-to-huntingdon-improvement-scheme/). We expect a decision
from the Secretary of State for Transport later this year and we’ll keep people updated.

What’s next?
Work on one of the two pedestrian and cycle
bridges, being built at Bar Hill and Swavesey
(the Bar Hill bridge will also accommodate
horse-riders), is progressing around Swavesey
junction and work on the Bar Hill bridge will
begin later this year. You can read more about
our work to improve local pedestrian and cycle
connections on the communities page of our
website www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A14C2H
Drivers on the A14 between Brampton Hut and
Ellington are now using the new slip roads. This
arrangement, which will stay in place until the new
Huntingdon southern bypass opens, will allow the
local access road (Woolley Road) to be completed
and connected to the new Ellington junction.

The new 12- mile bypass is expected to
open by the end of this year (2019)

Work on the new 12-mile Huntingdon southern
bypass is progressing well and we expect to
open this to traffic by the end of the year. Ahead
of that, we’re planning to hold a community event
to celebrate the opening. Watch this space!
Other key parts of the scheme are on
schedule to open by the end of 2020.

Work continues at pace on the new
12- mile bypass

Work to remove the viaduct will start once the new bypass is open to traffic

What’s happening
in Huntingdon?
The work in and around Huntingdon is an
important part of the A14 project and will benefit
Huntingdon and its residents by reducing noise,
air pollution and improving station facilities.
Work includes:
n a new Mill Common link road
n a new Views Common link road
n a new Pathfinder link road
n removal of the old A14 viaduct and
work around the train station
Completion of the road improvements in
Huntingdon are dependent on the removal
of the viaduct. This can only take place once
the new A14 bypass is complete and open
to traffic, but advanced work ahead of the
construction of the Views Common and Pathfinder
link roads began earlier this year (2019).
Over Christmas, we’ll be installing the protection
deck needed to remove the viaduct, with actual
removal to start following the completion of the
new A14 bypass. This work needs to be done
over the quieter Christmas period to minimise the
impact of work on rail users and local traffic.

Access to the train station and all local
areas including Hinchingbrooke and
Brampton will be maintained although we
may at times have overnight closures or
temporary traffic lights. We’ll make sure
people are kept informed well in advance.
We’re holding some events to talk about the
work we’re doing in Huntingdon soon:
n Tues 27 Aug, 2pm - 8pm, Huntingdonshire
District Council offices
n Weds 28 Aug, midday-8pm,
Brampton Memorial Hall
n Sat 31 Aug, 10am - 4pm, Queen
Elizabeth School, Godmanchester
n Mon 2 Sep, 2pm - 6pm,
Hinchingbrooke School
n Weds 4 Sep, 4pm - 8pm,
Huntingdon Train Station
n Sat 7 Sep, 10am - 4pm, Huntingdon Town Hall
You can also find out more about this work
on the Huntingdon page of our website www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A14C2H.
At the bottom of the Huntingdon page,
you can sign up to receive email alerts
every time the page is updated.
Work to complete the link roads and work
around Huntingdon station is expected
to complete in 2022, with the viaduct
removal being completed by late 2021.

A14 archaeology programme
continues to reveal exciting
information about the
history of Cambridgeshire
An incredibly rare coin featuring a Roman
emperor who reigned for only two months
is the latest remarkable discovery made
on Britain’s biggest road upgrade.
The coin, which depicts the Roman emperor
Ulpius Cornelius Laelianus wearing a radiate
crown, is only the second of its kind to be
discovered on an archaeological dig in England.
The find is significant because the usurper
Laelianus ruled a breakaway empire from
Rome for a short spell in the Third Century AD,
with evidence of his reign very rare. This coin
probably didn’t arrive in Britain from the continent
until after the ill-fated emperor’s demise.

Lara Gonzalez analyses fragments of charred
residues from the beer making process
More than 40 separate excavations, covering
some 350 hectares, have unearthed:
n Several old woolly mammoth tusks
and woolly rhino skulls, potentially
dating back to 100,000 years ago
n

 hree Neolithic henges, between four and
T
five thousand years old, and seven prehistoric
burial grounds, most from the Bronze Age

n

 5 Iron Age and Roman settlements,
1
three Anglo-Saxon settlements and
one deserted medieval village

n


Around 15,000 objects such as
coins, brooches and ironwork, over
500 human burials and cremations,
more than six tonnes of pottery and
almost five tonnes of animal bone

Dr Steve Sherlock, archaeology lead for the
A14 on behalf of Highways England, said:
“Discoveries of this kind are incredibly rare. This is
one of many coins that we’ve found on this exciting
project, but to find one, where there are only two
known from excavations in this country that portray
this particular emperor, really is quite significant. I
look forward to seeing how the analysis of this find,
along with numerous other Roman remains that we
have found helps us better understand our past.”
The team have also found what is believed to be
evidence of the first beer brewed in the UK.
The tell-tale signs of the Iron Age brew,
potentially from as far back as 400 BC, were
uncovered in tiny fragments of charred residues
from the beer making process from earth
excavated with other archaeological finds.
When archaeological features are excavated,
soil samples are collected and sent back to a
laboratory for archaeobotanists (who study human
interactions with plants in the past) to examine.
These samples hold tiny but vital evidence that
can shape our understanding of how, and where,
people have cultivated crops, providing tantalising
clues about our food, drink and occasionally
clothing, in the distant past. Finds show the
locals also had a taste for porridge and bread.

A 30-strong expert team is now recording
and analysing the material. Several years
of work lie ahead, but during that time we’ll
keep you updated as stories spanning
thousands of years continue to emerge.

This rare roman coin was found during the
A14C2H archaeology digs

Dr Steve Sherlock said: “We are all thrilled
to win this coveted award that recognises
the partnership and team working we have
been doing that has made the A14 such
a great project to be involved with.
“The team continues to make remarkable
discoveries that are shaping our understanding
of Britain’s history, and even though the bulk
of our archaeological fieldwork is done now,
I look forward to seeing what we continue
to find over the remainder of the project,
and sharing these discoveries with the
communities we’ve been working in.”

Archaeology team wins
prestigious award
Our archaeology team received national
recognition recently when a public vote saw them
secure the ‘Rescue Project of the Year’ award
in the 2019 Current Archaeology Awards.

Thanks to everyone who voted for us. To find out
more about archaeology on our scheme visit:
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a14-cambridge-tohuntingdon-improvement-scheme-archaeology/

Results of the recent
communications survey

n

 1% of you said you have all the information
6
that you need, which is 19% higher than last
year, but still shows room for improvement.

Thank you to everyone who took part in our
recent annual communications survey. Nearly
800 people participated – four times the number
that took part in our first survey in 2016.

n

 he three most popular sources
T
of information are Facebook, our
scheme website and Twitter.

You said:
n 67% of you use the A14 to travel to and
from work, or for business purposes.

n

 hen asked what more we could do to keep
W
you informed, a number of themes emerged,
including:
§ Improved closure information

n

30% use it for social visits.

n

 9% of you said you use the A14 every single
2
day and 27% of you use it every weekday.

n

 6% of you said that information about road
9
closures and diversions is the most useful,
closely followed by general information
about the scheme progress (73%).

n

 hen it came to awareness, you said
W
you were most aware of our road
closure and diversion communications,
followed by Bar Hill bridge installation,
Swavesey bridge demolition,
archaeology and progress updates.

n

 5% of you said the most important
6
information to you was about road closures
and diversions. 19% said progress
updates. The rest was split evenly
across a number of subjects including
archaeology, bridges and engineering.

§ Improved signage
§More understanding of where to
find information

What we’re doing next:
n w
orking to improve our website, and
exploring more useful ways to
share information about road
closures and diversion routes
n p
romoting the various ways to find
information and get in touch with
us, as widely as possible
n i
nvestigating ways to improve our
signage and closure information

Keep in touch

@

A14CambridgeHuntingdon@highwaysengland.co.uk

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A14C2H

www.facebook.com/A14C2H/

0800 270 0114

Twitter - @A14C2H

Arts charity benefits from the
A14 Community Fund
Rowan, a registered charity and arts centre,
received money from the A14 Community
Fund to run a local arts project. Aimed at
helping 68 students with learning disabilities,
the project helped them to develop skills in
woodwork, printmaking, textiles and ceramics.

Students created these two metre ceramic
dragonflies for two of Cambridgeshire’s
country parks

The students began by taking part in the
various creative activities, and then worked
together to produce art installations for each
end of the A14C2H improvement scheme.
Focussing on the scheme’s commitment to protect
the local environment, the team designed and
created two 2-metre ceramic dragonflies, which
can now be seen hovering above ponds at Milton
Country Park and Hinchingbrooke Country Park.

The £450,000 community fund has now been
fully allocated to over 43 projects in the local
area. We’ll let you know more about some of
the other projects in the next newsletter.

Find out more about the A428
Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet scheme
If you live or travel in Cambridgeshire and
Bedfordshire, you may want to know more
about the upcoming A428 Black Cat to
Caxton Gibbet project which, subject to
approval, is expected to start in 2021.
A consultation is currently taking place for
people to find out more and have their say. The
consultation closes at 23.59 on Sunday 28 July.
Find out more at
www highwaysengland.co.uk/A428
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