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Welcome to the second edition of 
the M6 junction 21a to 26 project 

newsletter, keeping you informed about 
our current motorway upgrade activities 
and an overview of upcoming work.

Progress update

We started work in March 2021, concentrating on the 
area between junctions 24 and 26. We’re currently 
working within the central reservation, and have 
recently removed all the old street lighting, metal 
barrier and signs. We’re now installing the new 
drainage, and will soon follow up this work with a 
new concrete central barrier. We aim to have this 
completed towards the end of the year, before moving 
onto the verge areas.

We’ve also started advance work in areas between 
junctions 21a and 24, similar to the work we carried 
out earlier this year between junctions 24 and 26.  
So far, we have removed vegetation and installed 
some temporary CCTV cameras. We’ve also 
concreted the manholes in the hard shoulder, to 
ensure this carriageway is safe for motorists to use.



What’s next

In April, we installed our first phase of traffic management 
between junctions 24 and 26.  
In September we’re planning to close sections of the M6 
between junctions 21a and 24 to install the next phase of 
traffic management along the remaining 5 mile section of 
the project. This will include temporary safety barriers, 
narrow lanes and a reduced 50mph speed limit.

Installing these measures allows us to keep the traffic 
flowing in both directions, maintain capacity, while still 
allowing us the safe space we need to work. We kindly ask 
everyone to be extra cautious when travelling through our 
roadworks, and thank you for your continued patience.

The overnight closures, between 9pm and 6am, will be in 
place on the following dates:

 � Monday 20 September 
M6 southbound junctions 24 to 23 

 � Tuesday 21 September 
M6 northbound junctions 23 to 24

 � Wednesday 22 September 
M6 southbound junctions 23 to 22

 � Thursday 23 September 
M6 northbound junctions 22 to 23

 � Friday 24 September 
M6 southbound junctions 22 to 21a

 � Monday 27 September 
M6 northbound junctions 21a to 22

Signed diversion routes will be in place for  
each closure, and for more information visit  
our webpage at:  
highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-j21a-26

When installing the traffic management, nearby 
residents may notice more noise in the area than 
normal. We will make every attempt to minimise 
the noise as much as possible. Nonetheless, we 
would like to apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause you.

Our site compound

Work to finish our new site compound is almost complete. This will be on Newton Lane at Newton-
Le-Willows between the East Lancashire Road and Haydock Park Golf Club. The compound will be 
operational by late September.

Virtual public information exhibition 

To obtain further information on the scheme you can visit our virtual exhibition at: 
M6j21a26.virtual-engage.com. This site will be available for the whole duration of the scheme.

http://highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-j21a-26


How the upgraded motorway will work 

We get asked a variety of questions 
regarding this project, such as how the 
motorway upgrade will work when 
operational. One question 
we frequently get asked is 
how emergency services 
get to incidents when 
there is no hard shoulder. 

The additional technology 
allows our Regional 
Operating Centre to close 
lanes, which allows emergency 
services and traffic officers to reach 
the incident. The image (right) shows how 
we do this. 

Get to know the team

This month we’d like 
to introduce our new 
graduate quantity 
surveyor, Stephanie 
Hart. Stephanie lives in 
the Wigan area and has 
been with the project 
for three months, we‘re 
proud to welcome her to 
the project. 

What is your background? 

My previous background consists of education 
and higher education, where I studied Physical 
Education and School Sport, and decided it 
was time for something new. My keen interest 
in construction prompted me to go down the 
construction route and see what it has to offer, to 
help me get started with my career!  

What do you do on this project? 

As a quantity surveyor I have a handful of packages 
I manage commercially, ensuring I create excellent 
relationships with all sub-contractors whilst 
managing sub-contracts and expenditure.  
This includes payment assessments, forecasting 
and procurement.

What excites you about your new role? 

I am very excited for the challenge ahead. I enjoy 
being part of a team that plays a role in delivering 
a complex project, such as a motorway upgrade 
project. 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 

I enjoy horse riding, playing sports and socialising 
with my friends and family.

A new name, but the same 
dedicated team
In late August it was announced that Highways 
England had been renamed as National 
Highways, the company tasked with delivering 
the Government’s £27 billion strategic roads 
investment programme.

The strategic road network connects England’s 
regions and the most heavily used cross-border 
routes between England, Scotland and Wales. 
The name change signals a new era for the 
company and better recognises the role it plays 
in ensuring national connectivity.



Sign up for future updates 
Want to receive all the latest news on this 
project but haven’t signed up for updates 
yet? Don’t worry it’s not too late. 

All future updates will be in the form  
of an e-newsletter which you can sign up 
to on our webpage:  
highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-j21a-26. 

It’s just one of the ways we’re helping to 
protect the environment. You can also 
follow us on Twitter @HighwaysNWEST. 
If you need a hard copy please contact 
us and let us know. 

How to find out more

If you’d like any more information about the project, please visit our project webpage 
at highwaysengland.co.uk/m6-j21a-26

You can sign up to receive weekly email updates about our planned closures by 
emailing M6j21a26@costain.com

If you have any questions, you can contact us by: 

� phone on 0300 123 5000 (24-hour Customer Contact Centre)

� email at info@highwaysengland.co.uk

� post at M6 junction 21a to 26 Project Team, National Highways,
2 Colmore Square, Birmingham, B4 6BN
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go straight to 
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