
 

 

 

A61 Westwood roundabout and A628 technology improvements  
 

The A628 technology improvements in detail  
We'll be installing nine variable message signs (VMS) along the entire A628, A616 

and A61 route. The signs will be controlled centrally from the regional operations 

centre in Wakefield, so drivers will have real time information. 

We'll also be upgrading the two existing closure gates on the A628 Woodhead Pass 

to automated gates and will be installing a further automated gate at Dunford Bridge, 

which will prevent drivers from coming in from the north and getting caught between 

the two gates when the road is closed. 

We'll also be installing CCTV at each gate location. 

The technology improvements will enhance the information we communicate to 

drivers, meaning that they can make early and effective decisions about their 

journeys.  

When looking at where to install each new sign we need to consider several factors 

such as the need for them to be placed just in advance of a suitable location or in the 

case of the gates close to where drivers can turn around.  

We have to consider maintenance access, how visible they'd be to drivers, and to 

make sure they'd have minimal environmental impacts.  

 



Variable messages signs one and two 
The first is located on the A57 Mottram Moor. It's been positioned in advance of the 

junction with Woolley Lane to provide an alternative route option if the Woodhead 

Pass is closed. 

We’ll need to remove some vegetation to make sure the new sign is visible to drivers 

as well as to maintain safety for footpath and bus stop users. 

As you can see from the image below there's an established line of trees which will 

provide a backdrop to the sign. So whilst it obviously will be visible to people it won't 

alter the visual landscape significantly. 

The second VMS is on the A628 junction with Old Road in Tintwistle and has been 

positioned at the same location as the existing flap sign on the traffic island in the 

middle of the junction.  

 

Variable message signs three, four and five 
The third VMS, is located on the approach to the existing closure gate on the west 

side of Woodhead Pass and provides the final warning for approaching drivers if the 

gate is closed. Again, some vegetation clearance will be needed to make sure the 

sign is visible.  

Although this location is relatively close to the Special Conservation Area of the 

South Pennine Moors and dark peak, which is a site of Special Scientific Interest, it's 

been positioned to avoid any direct impact on the heathland. 

The fourth VMS provides the same function as VMS three, but for the approach to 

the gate located on the east side of Woodhead Pass. The VMS has been positioned 

with the backdrop of existing trees and as with VMS one, this will ensure the sign is 

visible to road users without significantly altering the visual landscape. 



The scheme proposals include the introduction of a new closure gate near Dunford 

Bridge to prevent access to the Woodhead Pass from the north when the closures 

are in place. 

The fifth VMS is located at Dunford Bridge on the approach to this new gate location 

and is positioned next to the existing features, including a phone box and signpost 

and so is not expected to alter the overall landscape character. 

 

Final four locations  
The final four VMS are located to the east of the Woodhead Pass.  

VMS six is positioned on the westbound approach to the Flouch roundabout and 

supplements the existing VMS which is already in place on the northbound 

approach. It provides advance warning of any closures for local road users from 

Millhouse Green, Thurlston and Penistone and strategic traffic from the M1 

motorway. 

Located on the A616 Stocksbridge Bypass, VMS seven will provide information to 

road users in advance of the key decision point at the Fox Valley roundabout east of 

Stocksbridge, giving drivers a chance to decide on how to continue their journey. 

Finally, VMS eight and nine are provided on the westbound approaches to the 

Westwood roundabout from the M1 motorway.  

VMS eight will provide information to vehicles on A61 traveling from M1 junction 36 

and likewise VMS nine for vehicles on the A61 traveling from junction 35 on the M1. 

Both of these signs are located within the existing highway verge. 



 

Closure gates and CCTV locations  
In addition to the introduction of variable message signs, we're also upgrading the 

existing closure gates on the A628 Woodhead Pass and providing a new gate at 

Dunford Bridge.  

The new gates will be more visible when in their closed position using a combination 

of red and white banding, lighting and improved signing. They will also be operated 

automatically allowing our operatives to close them using a push button, safely 

located at the side of the road. 

We understand the access to the closed section of Woodhead Pass will be required 

for local businesses and residents and arrangements will be in place to allow this to 

happen. There will also be a manual override to allow the gates to be opened or 

closed by our operatives should there be any issues with the electrical supply in 

these remote locations. 

Construction programme 
As you'll know, in this particular part of the world construction dates and durations 

are subject to favourable weather conditions as well as a number of external factors 

beyond our control. 



 

So the above is only indicative.  

We've already started work to dig exploratory trial holes on site which will allow us to 

make sure that our designs do not clash with any existing pipes, wires and wires 

below ground. Further trial holes are planned for the end of October to help us 

design the foundations at the three CCTV and closures gate locations. 

The main work will start in late autumn 2020 and is due to finish in spring 2021. 

Our work will include installing below ground power supplies, altering the footpath 

alignment slightly, putting the above ground signs, gates and CCTV cameras in and 

installation of safety barriers to protect both the road user and our equipment. 

A period of equipment testing will also follow these operations in spring 2021. To 

make sure we can carry out this work safely, we will need to implement a temporary 

traffic management system. 

The current plan is to use a two-way traffic light system which will be in place for all 

excavation work contained within the verge. 

The installations of the signs, gates and CCTV cameras will take place at night, so a 

full closure will be in place which will be advertised in advance. 

When we do need to close the carriageway, we will have an agreed diversion route 

in place as shown here. 



 

For westbound traffic, the route would be to use the M1 to the M62 to the M60 and 

then join the M67. 

For the eastbound, traffic will be diverted along the A57 to the A61 where you can 

continue your journey. 

 


