
We strive to improve our major roads and 

motorways - engineering the future to keep people 

moving today and moving better tomorrow. We 

want to make sure all our major roads are more 

reliable, durable and, most importantly, safe. 

That’s why we’re delivering £15 billion of 

investment on our network – the largest investment 

in a generation.

What we’ve done so far
In March 2020, we started work to increase 

capacity of Westwood roundabout in Tankersley, 

Sheffield. Technology improvements along the 

A628 Woodhead Pass will follow later in the year. 

This will help reduce congestion, improve the 

flow of traffic and allow us to provide real-time 

information for motorists to make better decisions 

about their journey. This work is part of our Trans-

Pennine Upgrade scheme. 

Work is progressing well on the improvements at 

Westwood roundabout. We’ve carried out various 

surveys and ground investigations and prepared the 

site ready for the widening work. This has included 

removing lighting columns and vegetation where 

necessary, we’ve reduced the inner ring of the 

roundabout and improved the existing footpaths. 

Narrow lanes are now in place around the roundabout 

and on the slip roads so we can start work in the 

verges to complete drainage and earthwork.

At Highways England we believe in a connected country 
and our network makes these connections happen. 
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Keeping pedestrians safe  

We know that Westwood roundabout is an 

important crossing place for pedestrians so the 

team have put some special solutions in place to 

make sure everyone can follow a safe route to their 

destination during the work.

First of all, there are plans on notice boards 

around our work site, showing the safe pedestrian 

paths to follow (also see the map below).

Secondly we have cleared and improved the 

Sowell Wood footpath, which was impassable. It 

now provides a safe route around our work and 

will continue to benefit the community when the 

Westwood roundabout scheme is finished.

Thirdly, we have a full time pedestrian marshal 

whose job it is to help pedestrians and cyclists 

navigate the site during working hours.

Technology improvements  

The A628/A616 route (Woodhead Pass) is 

regularly closed to traffic because of accidents, 

severe weather and maintenance of single 

carriageway sections. 

Information is currently provided using manually 

installed signs. The existing closure gates are also 

manual, meaning that it can take longer than we 

would like to close the road. 

We will be installing nine new electronic message 

signs along the route in addition to the four that 

are already in place. These are known as variable 

message signs (VMS) and will improve the 

information available for road users allowing them 

to make effective decisions about their journey.

In addition, we will be upgrading the existing closure 

gates on Woodhead Pass to electronic gates and 

installing a new electronic gate at Dunford Bridge 

to prevent drivers getting caught in between the 

snow gates when the road is closed. 

This will improve the safety of the route for both 

road users and our workers. Elements of this work 

are currently still in the detailed design stage but 

we’re looking to start work in the autumn.

The below shows where we’re proposing to install 

the new signs (VMS), CCTV and where the electric 

gates (automated closures gates show on the map 

as ACG) will be. 
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More information

0300 123 5000

Follow us @HighwaysYorks or 
@HighwaysNWest 
using #Westwood

WestwoodandTechnology@
highwaysengland.co.uk

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/stp
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Our wider A628 improvements    
The A628 is a crucial link across the Pennines and that’s why we are also investing £5m to maintain it 

this financial year. This includes repairs to walls and barriers as well as resurfacing and drainage work. 

We’ve already completed three of the wall repairs 

and started on the fourth, installed all eight of our 

new drainage pipes across the carriageway and 

completed all the planned resurfacing prior to the 

summer holidays.

Over the summer, we’ve been continuing with our 

wall repairs. There will be temporary traffic lights in 

place 24/7 while this work is ongoing. 

In September, we will complete our resurfacing, start 

work on our stability scheme and continue to repair 

the remainder of the walls and the safety barrier at 

Salters Brook. This work will be carried out overnight 

and using 24/7 temporary traffic lights. 


