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We’re making journeys better in the Midlands by operating, maintaining 
and modernising major A roads and motorways – delivering an extensive 
government investment programme.

We’re committed to ensuring that the region’s roads are fit for now and for 
the future. A500 Etruria widening is one of the schemes we’re delivering as 
part of the government’s £15.2bn Roads Investment Strategy  
2015-2020.
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We are proposing to widen the A500 from two 
to three lanes between Porthill (A5271) and 
Wolstanton (A527) to increase capacity. In 
addition to this, we are proposing to reduce 
the speed limit from 70 to 50mph to keep the 
road consistent with the rest of the A500 in this 
urban area.

We propose to close the public footpath that 
runs alongside the A500, but we will provide 

an alternative footpath/cycle way at a safer 
distance from the main carriageway, as well 
as safe pedestrian access to cross the road 
at Porthill junction. We will work with Stoke-
on-Trent City Council to identify these 
alternative routes.

The scheme is estimated to take 18 
months to complete, starting in spring 
2020 and finishing in autumn 2021.
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Background

Why do we need this scheme?

The main objectives of the scheme are to: 

1. Support the growing economy
 
This scheme will provide additional capacity to 
meet the ever growing demand by providing 
an additional lane in both directions, enabling 
traffic to flow more freely through this section. 
This improvement will support new development 
opportunities, attract employment investment and 
create jobs – key for the long term health of the 
Stoke-on-Trent economy. 

2. Improve safety

This scheme will reduce congestion, thereby 
reducing delays and the likelihood of collisions, 
particularly on the section adjacent to the Etruria 
Valley Enterprise Area. 

Highways England is developing a 
scheme to widen the A500 to provide an 
additional lane in both directions between 
Porthill (A5271) and Wolstanton (A527).

The A500 is a vital road, connecting the M6, 
Nantwich, Crewe and other Cheshire towns 
with the city of Stoke-on-Trent, carrying 
thousands of vehicles a day through the 
city for business and leisure. Over time, 
the number of vehicles on the A500 has 
increased, leading to congestion and delays. 
We will be working in collaboration with 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, to ensure the 
scheme will tie in with the council’s proposed 
improvements at the A500 Wolstanton junction 
and the associated access into the Etruria 
Valley site.

3. Enhance the environment
 
This scheme will seek to minimise any impact 
on the environment and enhance environmental 
features wherever possible. We will be carefully 
evaluating the likely impacts on a whole range of 
important environmental indicators as we develop 
this scheme.

4. Support the smooth flow of traffic

We are proposing to lower the speed limit from 
70mph to 50mph, making this stretch consistent 
with the majority of the A500 in this urban area. 
This speed limit combined with the extra lane 
will allow traffic to flow better, which will improve 
safety, and journey time reliability.

Our proposal
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Next steps

We expect construction will begin on 
site in spring 2020, to be completed 
by autumn 2021.

Please give us your feedback by 
12 April 2017, so we can review the 
responses.

We would like to hear your views 
on the proposed design so we 
can develop the scheme further 
with the understanding of local 
concerns and suggestions
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Environmental and local effects

We attach great importance to the environment and local impacts. Our 
environmental and design specialists are working together throughout 
the design process. We are currently undertaking surveys, which will 
be concluded by the end of the year. As the volume of traffic and 
congestion continues to rise, the A500 has a greater impact upon the local 
environment and communities. 

We have considered this in our development work so far with several 
issues requiring consideration

Noise and vibration 

We will undertake an assessment of noise and 
vibration impacts associated with the proposed 
scheme. We will aim to minimise and mitigate any 
adverse effects where appropriate.
 
Air quality 

We will undertake a detailed air quality modelling 
exercise to predict the potential changes to local 
and regional air quality.

Water quality and flood ris 

We will undertake an assessment of the proposed 
scheme to determine if the design would result in 
impacts to local water quality or flood risk.  We will 
incorporate mitigation into the design to minimise 
any adverse impacts.

Land take
 
All works are due to take place within the existing 
highway boundary, so we do not expect there to 
be any land take needed in order to complete this 
scheme.

Biodiversity

We are undertaking ecological surveys to identify 
key habitats and species in the area. Mitigation 
will be employed to protect and, where possible, 
enhance biodiversity.

Visual effects

The proposed scheme has the potential to impact 
visually upon nearby properties, as well as footpaths 
and local roads. We will undertake assessments to 
determine the significance of these impacts and, 
where appropriate, propose suitable mitigation 
measures which may include planting and/or 
fencing to provide screening.
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A500 Etruria Widening Scheme 
Questionnaire

Please provide us with your feedback by 12 April 2017. 

Thank you for taking the time to complete our questions. Your views are important to us. 

This questionnaire can be completed at our exhibitions.  

Alternatively, you can detach your completed questionnaire from the leaflet and  
post it to us at: 
A500 Etruria Widening Project Team, Freepost RTUL-KAKE-BCTR, PO Box 73943 
(Mouchel), London, EC4P 4HN 

or email it to: A500EtruriaWidening@highwaysengland.co.uk

More information about the project is available on our website: 
www.highways.gov.uk/a500-etruria-widening.

Share your views

We want to hear your views. Your opinion is 
important to us.  

We are joining Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s Etruria 
Valley Link Road exhibitions to give local communities 
and road users the opportunity to view the proposed 
plans to widen the A500 between the Wolstanton and 

Porthill junctions. Come and visit us to meet 
our project team and learn more about the 
proposed scheme.

You can complete a questionnaire at one 
of these exhibitions. 

Alternatively, you can contacts us by:

Post: A500 Etruria Widening Project Team, Freepost RTUL-KAKE-BCTR, 
          PO Box 73943 (Mouchel), London, EC4P 4HN

Email: A500EtruriaWidening@highwaysengland.co.uk 

Telephone: 0300 123 5000

Website: www.highways.gov.uk/a500-etruria-widening

We look forward to hearing from you
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Wednesday 15 March 2017
9am - 3pm

Thursday 16 March 2017
2pm - 8pm

Middleport Medical Centre, Newport Lane, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 3NP

Bradwell Lodge Community Centre, Bradwell 
Lane, Porthill, Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 8PS



A500 Etruria widening public information exhibitions

2. If you do use this link, please indicate your main reason for doing so.

 Work/commuting      

 Leisure/personal   

3. To what extend do you agree/disagree that this link needs improving?

 Strongly agree     

 Agree     

 Neither     

 Disagree    

 Strongly disagree   

 Daily        

 Weekly     

 Monthly     

 Rarely      

 Never     

1.  How often do you use the A500 between Porthill and Wolstanton junctions?

Please provide us with your email address and/or your name and address. 
If you would prefer your comments to be anonymous, please provide your post code only.

Name:

Email:

Address:

6. Did you visit any of the events? 
   
 Yes    
 If yes, which one? 

 No    

5. How did you find out about the A500/Stoke Growth Deal information events?

4. From viewing Highways England’s proposal do you support the proposed scheme?

Yes    No  

Please explain your reasons for your support or otherwise. 
Is there anything else we should consider? Please continue on a separate sheet if required.
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

© Crown copyright 2017.
You may re-use this information (not 
including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. 
To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, 
London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This document is also available on our website at www.highways.gov.uk

If you have any enquiries about this publication email info@highwaysengland.
co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways England publications code 
PR.

Highways England creative job number 

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and 
must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or 
payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363


