
You said, we did – an overview of changes made to the scheme following consultation

We Asked

Consultation with the community and key 
stakeholders is an important step in the 
development of our projects. Listening to feedback 
is crucial to creating a scheme that benefits as 
many people as possible, wherever possible.

We held two public consultations to support the 
development of the scheme design; the statutory 
consultation in 2019 and a further supplementary 
consultation in 2020. These allowed us to share the 
latest scheme design and changes so that your 
views could help to shape our proposals.



We received 1,314 responses across both of the consultations.

2,493 people attended our physical consultation events in 
2019 and we received 925 responses. At statutory 
consultation:

• 88% of respondents supported or strongly supported 
the alignment of the new dual carriageway

• 86% of respondents supported or strongly supported 
the refined design of the Black Cat junction

• 81% of respondents supported or strongly supported 
the design for Caxton Gibbet junction

• 79% respondents supported or strongly supported the 
design for Cambridge Road junction

• 73% of respondents supported or strongly supported 
the changes to the existing A428 junction at Eltisley

• 67% of respondents supported or strongly supported 
the proposed routes for walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders



• The consultation focussed on gathering views on 
the key changes that had been made to the 
scheme since statutory consultation and in 
general people welcomed the changes and 
continued to express support for the scheme.  

• Responses to both public consultations can be 
found in the Consultation Report which was 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as part of 
our application for development consent.

We carried out a supplementary consultation in June 2020. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic we were unable to hold 
physical public events. 

To ensure that this consultation was accessible, we hosted a virtual consultation room, allowing the consultation 
materials to be available to view on our website. The room received over 8,000 unique visitors. We also hosted 
online and telephone based engagement sessions. 389 responses to the consultation were received. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a428-black-cat-to-caxton-gibbet-road-improvement-scheme/
https://a428.consultation.ai/


You said, we did

Having listened to your feedback during our consultations and ongoing engagement, we have changed the 
scheme design to address your feedback where possible. 

Noise levels from the existing A421

You said: Concerns were raised by Roxton Parish Council and local residents regarding noise levels. They were 
worried that the new dual carriageway would add to existing noise from the A421, with a higher volume of 
cars travelling along the road at an increased speed.

We did: Earth barriers (known as earth bunds) have been added to the scheme to reduce noise effects for 
residents in this area. 

Cyclist crossings of the A428

You said: Since our statutory consultation, we have met with local cycling groups to discuss the cycle routes 
within our scheme. Concerns were raised around sharp turns that cyclists may need to make in order to cross 
the existing A428.

We did: In response to this, footways/cycleways have been realigned to avoid sharp turns, as far as 
reasonably possible, across the entire scheme.



Cycling provision on the A1198 south of Caxton Gibbet roundabout

You said: We listened to feedback from Cambridgeshire and Peterborough authorities’ and various cycling 
groups, to improve the provision for cyclists on the A1198 south of Caxton Gibbet roundabout. 

We did: We’ve provided more land to allow the construction of a shared footway/cycleway on the west side 
of the A1198. This has also allowed us to create a safer ‘jug handle’ crossing for cyclists, avoiding the need to 
make a sharp 90o turn to cross the junction. 

This was also part of a wider change to the cycling paths 
across the Caxton Gibbet junction, which were moved to 
the east side of the junction to create a more cycle 
friendly route.



Footway/cycleway North of Bedford Road

You said: Bedford Borough Council raised safety concerns regarding the crossing on Bedford road, when 
approaching from the Kelpie Marina access track.

We did: We changed the alignment to add a ‘jug handle’ footway/cycleway to the North side of Bedford Road. 
This means that cyclists can cross the existing Bedford Road without having to make sharp 90o turns. These 
changes improve safety at the junction as well as making it more user friendly.

Bridlepath 1/18 

You said: Toseland Parish Council raised safety concerns about the crossing to the east of the proposed Cambridge 
Road junction, where Bridleway 1/18 crosses the existing A428. 

We did: The design has been refined with part the verge on the existing A428 to be cleared, allowing the crossing 
to be at a right angle to the road. This will allow walkers, cyclists and horse riders to safely cross the road, without 
having to travel along the road/verge to reach the crossing points. A roadside enclosure for horses has also been 
added to help users of this route.



Wider improvements across the scheme

We have also been working with landowners throughout the development of our Development Consent Order 
application. We’ve made changes to the design based on this feedback wherever possible, to create a scheme that 
works both for landowners and the wider community. Changes include:

• We’ve changed the amount of land needed on a temporary and permanent basis for the scheme, where 
possible. Some of these changes help to reduce the impact of the scheme on farming operations .



• Where possible, we’ve altered the design of 
the scheme to avoid separating viable pieces 
of land. 

• We’ve amended field access points, where 
possible, to make access easier for 
landowners. This includes changing the 
location and size of proposed access points 
and adding additional access points where 
appropriate.

• The size and location of a borrow pit (where 
we excavate material to use in the 
construction of the road) to the east of the 
Black Cat junction has been changed.  



• The shape of a balancing pond, which temporarily stores water to prevent flooding, at Caxton Gibbet has been 
altered. The new shape allows the landowner easier access to their fields.

• The location of a temporary recovery vehicle compound has been changed following a request by a landowner. 
These compounds store breakdown vehicles to help people who may breakdown in roadwork areas, minimising 
potential disruption and congestion. The change means the compound will have less impact on the landowners’ 
business operations and deliveries.


