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Welcome to the latest edition of the A417 Missing
Link newsletter
Project update:
Our digital-first consultation in October was a
huge success and we received a lot of positive
and useful feedback.
We’re in the process of analysing all your
comments and will then make the final
adjustments to the proposed design before
we submit our Development Consent Order
to the Planning Inspectorate.
There’s a lot of work going on behind the scenes
now. We’re putting together a detailed consultation
report, which will summarise the responses
received and how they have shaped our plans.

We’re also putting together a shorter, easier to
read summary of how we’ve responded to
your feedback.
The project team are also extremely busy
preparing an Environmental Statement (ES). The
ES explains in detail our Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and reports on our survey
findings. It also outlines the mitigation measures
we’re proposing to reduce the impact of
the scheme.
We are on track to submit our Development
Consent Order in June 2021.

Surveys
We’ve undertaken lots of surveys to assess
the environmental impact of the scheme.
Our surveys have assessed:
 air quality
 cultural heritage
 changes to how local scenery will look
 biodiversity
 geology and soils
 noise and vibration
 effect on local people and their health
 road drainage and the water environment
 climate
 materials and waste
They’ve helped us understand the local
environment, what we need to do to reduce
the impact of the scheme and how we can
improve the area. Our initial findings
and mitigation plan were reported in our
Preliminary Environmental Information report,
which we published during our consultation
in autumn 2020.

Over the last few months, you may have seen our
contractors out and about collecting more data so
that we can complete the Environmental Impact
Assessment and finalise our Environmental
Statement ahead of submitting our Development
Consent Order application.

Unearthing local history
Last year we undertook some archaeology
surveys in the area. Whilst delving into the past
we found some fascinating artefacts that provide
clues to what the area was like thousands of
years ago.
One of the most significant and rare findings, was
a solid bronze figurine of Cupid holding a flaming
torch. Found in a deposit of charcoal, it could have
been an offering to the Gods and dates back to as
early as the 3rd Century before the Roman Empire
became Christian.
Other items unearthed by our team included an
archer’s broach, which we think was used to hold
cloaks in place, and a skeleton. The skeleton is
shrouded in historical mystery as it was found face
down. Our lead archaeologist – who has never
come across something like this before - believes
that the positioning of the skeleton could be a sign
that the person was unpopular or maybe that it
was a crime.

Out of respect for the dead, the mystery skeleton
was only partially excavated and then reburied.
We’ve removed the other artefacts for further
analysis by the County archaeologist and we hope
they will later be displayed in a local museum for
the enjoyment of local residents and visitors.

Blooming verges

Next steps

On all major new road schemes, we’ll now be
planting native wildflower meadows on roadside
verges in a bid to create hundreds of miles of
important habitats.

We’re planning to submit our Development
Consent Order to the Planning Inspectorate
in June 2021.

We will create ideal conditions for species-rich
grasslands and native wildflowers to thrive using
low fertility soils with chalk and limestone bases.
On this scheme, we’re also doing a lot of
other things to improve habitat connectivity
and biodiversity in the area. We will plant new
woodland, grassland, trees and hedgerows,
which will help preserve and create additional
habitats for local wildlife in the area. We’re working
with conservation groups to ensure that the
habitats we create are right for the local area, so
they will be in keeping with the Cotswolds Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The Planning Inspectorate will examine the
application through written representation
and public hearings. They will then make a
recommendation to the Secretary of State for
Transport, who will decide on whether or not
the scheme will go ahead.
The planning and examination process is likely
to take up to a year and further information
about this process and how you can get involved
can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s
website. Alternatively, watch How to have your
say on Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects (NSIPs).
Subject to approvals, we expect to start work
in 2023, and the road to open for traffic in 2026.

Keep updated
You can keep up to date with the latest scheme
news by visiting our website, emailing us or
following us on Twitter or Facebook.
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a417-missing-link
A417MissingLink@highwaysengland.co.uk
@HighwaysSWEST
@HighwaysSWEST
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