
Welcome to the latest 
edition of the A303 
Sparkford to Ilchester 
dualling scheme newsletter, 
which is designed to 
update you on the progress 
of the project.

You’ll have heard from us recently as part of the 
statutory consultation on the project, which we 
carried out from Friday 26 January 2018 and 
Friday 9 March 2018. We’ve included an update 
about the consultation, and what you can expect 
to hear from us next, in this newsletter.

We also wanted to let you know about work we’ll 
be carrying out in the local area in coming weeks 
and months. We know that there’s a lot of interest 
in this project, and what’s been happening, so 
we hope – within this newsletter update – to give 
you a flavour of the things that have been going 
on, and what’s due to happen next.

The consultation
Thank you to everyone who took part in our 
recent statutory consultation. More than 400 
people attended our consultation events, and 
we received more than 240 responses within the 
consultation dates. We’re currently analysing all 
of the feedback we received.

Our next step will be to prepare our application 
for planning permission through a Development 
Consent Order (DCO). This will include a report 
on the public consultation, which will summarise 
all feedback we have received, and set out our 
response. We expect to submit our application 
for a DCO in the summer.

Liaison with statutory bodies
Throughout the past year we’ve been talking 
to Natural England, the Environment Agency 
and other key stakeholders, to gain their views 
and suggestions on the scheme proposals 
that we consulted on. This is to ensure we 
get the agreement of these organisations to 
ensure our scheme design has considered 
everything that is required to minimise impact 
on the environment. Now that we’ve finished the 
statutory consultation, we’re continuing to meet 
with these statutory bodies to update them on 
the responses and our next steps.
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Ground investigation surveys
We’re also continuing survey works to inform our 
scheme design. Starting on Monday 23 April 
2018 our contractor, Interserve, will be in the 
area carrying out ground investigation work at a 
number of locations close to the A303 between 
Sparkford and Ilchester. The surveys, which will 
continue until Tuesday 19 June 2018 are needed 
to better understand the geology and water table 
along the line of the developing proposal. 

Equipment such as borehole drilling 
machines and small excavators will be used 
to take samples from the ground, to help our 
understanding of the composition, properties 
and structure of the ground, and also to monitor 
the groundwater.  All the surveys are being 
carried out with the permission of landholders 
and relevant authorities. The information 
collected will inform engineering design 
decisions such as slope angles, construction 
depth, bridge foundations and drainage.



Did you know?
If you sign up for email alerts on our scheme 
web page: http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/
a303-sparkford-to-ilchester/, every time the page 
is updated you’ll be notified.

Contact us
For further information, please go to  
www.highways.gov.uk/Sparkford-to-Ilchester 
or contact us directly on 0300 123 5000 
or A303SparkfordtoIlchesterdualling@
highwaysengland.co.uk.
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