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A30 Carland Cross to Chiverton Cross Improvement

Welcome to the Public Consultation Exhibition
The South West ARea Multi Modal Study (SWARMMS), which
reported in May 2002, made recommendations for a long term
strategy to address passenger and freight transport on the main rail
and road corridors between London and the South West.

The construction of a dual carriageway is proposed along this length
with improved horizontal and vertical alignment and gradeseparated junctions. Additional land will have to be acquired in order
to construct the proposals.

SWARMMS identified that the section of the A30 between Carland
Cross and Chiverton Cross has a significantly higher accident rate
than the average and recommended improvements.

The Purpose of the Public Consultation

Hyder Consulting Limited were commissioned by the Highways
Agency to review the scheme originally identified by the SWARMMS
study.

The consultation process is to seek the views of interested parties
and to hear from people living, working and travelling in the area.
Your views are important to us.
Pre-paid questionnaires are available which we would ask you to
complete and return by 22nd July 2004.
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A30 Carland Cross to Chiverton Cross Improvement

Introduction
Background

Why the Improvement is Needed

The A30 is the most important traffic route serving the County of
Cornwall. It runs from Exeter along the middle of the peninsula to
Penzance, some 103 miles in length. Of this, some 77 miles are dual
carriageway. However, the 8.7 mile section between Carland Cross
and Chiverton Cross roundabouts is single carriageway.

l There are considerable seasonal variations in traffic flow and
long queues of traffic frequently develop during the summer
months which can result in rear impact accidents.

A scheme for part of this section between Zelah and Chiverton was
included in the Government’s White Paper “Roads for Prosperity” in
1989. It was developed by Cornwall County Council for the Highways
Agency in the early 1990s but was subsequently removed from the
Highways Agency Roads Programme.
Route development undertaken since the publication of SWARMMS
has resulted in the section being upgraded to dual carriageway
standards.

l Significant sections of the existing road are of sub-standard
horizontal and vertical curvature which contribute to accidents.
l Between October 1998 and April 2002 ninety two accidents have
been reported, twenty three of which have been serious or fatal.
l Collisions occur on the approaches to at-grade junctions and
local accesses due to the need for slow vehicle turning
movements and right turning movements across the higher
speed trunk road.
l There is a lack of safe overtaking opportunities.

In November 2003 the Secretary of State for Transport announced
the addition of this scheme to the Targeted Programme of
Improvements (TPI).

Scheme Objectives

l Steep gradients and undulating alignment causes loss of vehicle
control at speed.
l Sub-standard verge widths restrict the driver’s forward visibility.

l To improve safety for all users of the A30.

l Poor carriageway drainage results in increased surface water
spray.

l To reduce congestion, especially during
peak summer months.

l There is a lack of provision for pedestrians and non-motorised
users.

l To reduce direct access on to the A30
whilst providing safer access to existing
residential and commercial properties.
l To provide a highway improvement which
embraces the ecological, landscape and
cultural characteristics of the area.
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