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Dear Mr Beasley 
 
THE HIGHWAYS ENGLAND (A27 TRUNK ROAD EAST OF LEWES IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME) (BERWICK AND POLEGATE JUNCTIONS) (SIDE ROADS) ORDER 2019 
(“the SRO”) 
 
THE HIGHWAYS ENGLAND (A27 TRUNK ROAD EAST OF LEWES IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME) (BERWICK AND POLEGATE JUNCTIONS) COMPULSORY PURCHASE 
ORDER 2019 (“the CPO”) 
 
SECRETARY OF STATE’S DECISION – ORDERS TO BE CONFIRMED WITH 
MODIFICATIONS  
    
1. I refer to Highways England’s (“HE”) application for confirmation of the above 
named SRO and CPO.  The Secretary of State for Transport (“the Secretary of State”) has 
decided to confirm the Orders with modifications and this letter constitutes his decision to 
that effect. 
 
2.  The confirmed SRO and CPO will, respectively, authorise Highways England to: 
 
(i) (a) improve highways; 

(b) stop up highways; 
(c) stop up private means of access to premises; and 
(d) provide new means of access to premises, 

 
all on or in the vicinity of the A27 Trunk Road which Highways England propose to 
improve at Berwick Roundabout, at Polegate Junction and from the centre of the junction 
of the trunk road and the A2270 Eastbourne Road at Polegate, northwards along the trunk 
road to its junction with the existing A27/ A22 Cophall Roundabout; and 
 
(ii) purchase compulsorily the land for the purposes of the improvement of the A27 
Trunk Road, improvement of highways and the provision of new means of access to 
premises in pursuance of the SRO, use by Highways England in connection with the 
improvement of highways and the provision of private means of access to premises and 



  

mitigating the adverse effect which the existence or use of the highways proposed to be 
improved will have on the surroundings thereof. 
 
MODIFICATIONS 
 
3. A number of minor modifications, agreed between the Secretary of State and HE, 
are to be made to the Orders.  These are detailed in a table of modifications which can be 
found as an annex to this letter. 
 
DECISION TO DISPENSE WITH PUBLIC LOCAL INQUIRIES 
 
4.  Statutory and non-statutory objections were received to the Orders and on 10 July 
2019 the Secretary of State gave notice of his intention to hold Public Local Inquiries in 
connection with the Orders.  All statutory objections were subsequently withdrawn and the 
information submitted by the outstanding non-statutory objectors and HE was deemed 
sufficient for a decision to be reached on the Orders.  Accordingly, the Secretary of State 
decided to dispense with the holding of Inquiries and notified the parties concerned on 10 
September 2019. 
 
OBJECTIONS 
 
5. Objections remain outstanding from Mr Stewart Woodford and Mr Steve Woodgate.  
Mr Woodford considers the scheme to be costly and for little gain.  He believes that the 
proposed work at Drusilla’s roundabout will not improve traffic flow and will cause road 
rage and that the situation at Polegate traffic lights is due to the volume of traffic and will 
only get worse with the prospect of a housing development south of Polegate and a 
possible bus lane.  Mr Woodford is of the opinion that the only worthwhile improvement on 
the existing stretch of road is the Wilmington Green improvement.  He believes that the 
proposals will not improve journey times at all and that a full dual carriageway from 
Cophall Roundabout to Lewes is required in the interests of safety, access and to fulfil 
movement of the increasing population of East Sussex as well as the tourist trade.  Mr 
Woodford considers that the money should be diverted to ensure that this happens as 
quickly as possible as he is concerned that at face value the scheme does not appear to 
give value for money. 
 
6. Mr Woodgate is a resident of Berwick in East Sussex and is concerned that the 
village of Berwick along with his property will be destroyed to provide the improvements. 
 
HIGHWAYS ENGLAND’S RESPONSE  
 
7. HE responded to the objections in a document dated 18 September 2019.  HE 
stated that the benefit-cost ratio (BCR) for the scheme is 7.26 (and likely to increase due 
to a reduction in the land included in the CPO which is likely to reduce the overall cost and 
increase the BCR) where a BCR greater than or equal to 4 is considered to be very high 
value for money according to the ‘Value for money framework’ published by the 
Department for Transport on 20 July 2017.  HE went on to say that the Department for 
Transport A27 Feasibility Study in 2013/ 2014 established that there was no economic 
case for a new section of road between Lewes and Polegate as options for a single and 



  

dual carriageway bypass had a BCR of 1.3 and 1.5 respectively, representing low value 
for money. 
 
8. HE stated that there is significant evidence that providing an additional ahead lane 
through Berwick Roundabout will improve capacity and reduce congestion and this is 
demonstrated by the traffic modelling work undertaken in the Combined Modelling and 
Appraisal Report (February 2019).  HE stated that detailed assessments of the impact of 
the scheme in future years has also been undertaken in the report, which also consider 
the impact of future traffic growth, and that they demonstrate that the scheme will improve 
the capacity of the A27 corridor and consequently will improve journey times along the 
A27 from Lewes to Polegate. 
 
9. HE are, therefore, of the opinion that the scheme is good value for money, makes 
improvements to increase capacity, reliability of journey times and safety, whilst also being 
more sensitive to the environment and costing less than a bypass and will not prevent 
other options for investment being considered in the future. 
 
10. In response to Mr Woodgate’s objection HE stated that the objection does not 
relate to the A27 East of Lewes Junction Improvements and that they believe it to relate to 
a separate feasibility study undertaken in summer 2018 for an offline bypass to the north 
of the A27 from Beddingham to Cophall Roundabout.  This study was commissioned by 
the Department for Transport to look at options for future investment over and above the 
scope of the current A27 East of Lewes scheme.  HE stated that Mr Woodgate’s property 
will not be affected by the proposals as no residential dwellings are to be demolished as 
part of the A27 East of Lewes Junctions Improvement Scheme. 
    
CONSIDERATIONS FOR DECISION 
 
11. The Secretary of State has given careful consideration to the objections and to a 
number of relevant issues, as set out in Guidance on Compulsory purchase process and 
The Crichel Down Rules and The Highways Act 1980, in reaching his decision on the 
Orders. 
 
In relation to the SRO, namely that: 
 

i. where a highway is to be stopped up another reasonably convenient route is 
available or will be provided before the highway is stopped up; 
 

ii. where a private means of access to premises is to be stopped up either no access 
to the premises is reasonably required or another reasonably convenient means of 
access to the premises is available or will be provided; and 
 

iii. provision will be made for the preservation of any rights of statutory undertakers in 
respect of their apparatus. 

 
 
 
 



  

In relation to the CPO, namely that: 
 

i. there should be a compelling case in the public interest to acquire all the land and 
that this should sufficiently justify interfering with the human rights of those with an 
interest in the land affected; 
 

ii. the acquiring authority should have a clear idea of how it intends to use the land 
that it wishes to acquire; 
 

iii. sufficient resources should be available to complete the compulsory acquisition 
within the statutory period following confirmation of the Order, and to implement the 
scheme; and 
 

iv. there should be a reasonable prospect of the scheme going ahead and it should be 
unlikely to be blocked by any impediment to implementation. 

 
THE DECISION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
12. The Secretary of State has considered carefully the objections to the Orders.  He 
notes that there are no outstanding objections to the Orders from those parties with a 
statutory interest and that the outstanding objections predominantly relate to the classified 
road works for which no specific planning permission is required. 
 
13. With reference to the SRO the Secretary of State is satisfied with regard to the 
stopping up of highway that a reasonably convenient route is to be provided and in 
relation to the private means of accesses affected by the proposals, that another 
reasonably convenient means of access to the premises will be provided. 
 
14. The Secretary of State has carefully considered whether the purposes for which the 
CPO is required sufficiently justify interfering with the human rights of those with an interest 
in the CPO and is satisfied that they do.  In particular, consideration has been given to the 
provisions of Article 1 of The First Protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights.  
In this respect, the Secretary of State is satisfied that in confirming the CPO a fair balance 
has been struck between the public interest and interests of the objectors, owners and 
lessees. 
 
15. The Secretary of State is satisfied that HE has a clear idea of how it intends to use 
the land and that no land beyond that necessary to implement the scheme has been 
included.  No specific planning permission is required and HE has confirmed that funding 
is available for delivery of the scheme and that it is considered there will be no impediment 
to gaining the necessary consents.  The Secretary of State is, therefore, satisfied that 
there are no anticipated impediments to the scheme going ahead.  Furthermore, he is also 
content that the scheme has sufficient benefits and is capable of implementation 
separately from the proposals for a new shared use path south of the A27.   
 
16. The Secretary of State notes that Mr Woodford’s observations centre around his 
concerns that the scheme does not offer value for money.  Mr Woodford considers that 
the proposed improvements will not improve journey times and that funding for the 



  

proposed scheme should be diverted into a replacement dual carriageway from Cophall 
Roundabout to Lewes which would address the current issues, improve journey times and 
represent value for money. 
 
17. Whilst the Secretary of State appreciates the concerns raised by Mr Woodford he is 
satisfied that it has been demonstrated that the scheme will improve capacity and thereby 
journey times and that it does represent value for money.  He also notes that 
implementation of this improvement scheme will not prevent the consideration of other 
options for investment in the future. 
 
18. In relation to the concerns raised by Mr Woodgate the Secretary of State is content 
that the village of Berwick and, therefore, Mr Woodgate’s property will not be affected by 
the current proposals and that his objections do not, therefore, merit further consideration 
in relation to the Orders currently before the Secretary of State. 
 
19. Having considered all aspects of the matter the Secretary of State is satisfied that 
there are no compelling reasons brought forward which would justify not confirming the 
Orders.  Accordingly, the Secretary of State has decided to confirm ‘The Highways 
England (A27 Trunk Road East of Lewes Improvement Scheme) (Berwick and Polegate 
Junctions) (Side Roads) Order 2019’ and ‘The Highways England (A27 Trunk Road East 
of Lewes Improvement Scheme) (Berwick and Polegate Junctions) Compulsory Purchase 
Order 2019’ as modified by him in accordance with paragraph 3 above. 
 
20. In confirming the Orders the Secretary of State has relied on the information that 
HE and others have provided, as contained in the Orders and any related plans, 
diagrams, statements or correspondence, as being factually correct.  Confirmation is given 
on this basis.     
 
COMPENSATION 
 
21. Details of compensation arising as a consequence of confirmation of a CPO are a 
matter for negotiation with the acquiring authority and not the Secretary of State.  
Accordingly, qualifying persons in relation to the land included in the CPO will need to be 
approached by the Council about the amount of compensation payable to them in respect of 
their interests in the land.  If the amount cannot be agreed the matter may be referred for 
determination by the Upper Tribunal (Lands Chamber) under the Lands Tribunal Act 1949 
and the Land Compensation Act 1961 and 1973, as amended by the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
 
AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS 
 
22. A copy of this letter and its annex have been sent to Mr Woodford and Mr Woodgate 
and to relevant Members of Parliament.  Copies will be made available on request to any 
other persons directly concerned.  Please arrange for a copy of this letter and its annex to be 
made available for inspection at the offices of HE and at all other places used to deposit the 
Orders for public inspection at making stage. 
 
 



  

RIGHT OF CHALLENGE 
 
23. Notice is to be published of confirmation of the Orders.  Any person who wishes to 
question the validity of the confirmed Orders, or any particular provision contained therein, on 
the grounds that the Secretary of State has exceeded his powers or has not complied with 
the relevant statutory requirements in confirming them may, under the provisions of 
Schedule 2 to the Highways Act 1980 and section 23 of the Acquisition of Land Act 1981, do 
so by application to the High Court.  Such an application must be made within six weeks of 
publication of the notice that the Orders have been confirmed.  The High Court cannot 
entertain an application under Schedule 2 or section 23 before publication of the notice that 
the Secretary of State has confirmed the Orders. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
DAVE CANDLISH 
Authorised by the Secretary of State for Transport 
to sign in that behalf 
 
 



NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION BY AN ACQUIRING AUTHORITY OF A 
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER  

THE HIGHWAYS ENGLAND (A27 TRUNK ROAD EAST OF LEWES 
IMPROVEMENT SCHEME) (BERWICK AND POLEGATE JUNCTIONS) 

COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2019 

 

THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980  

AND 

THE ACQUISITION OF LAND ACT 1981 

 

1. Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Transport, in exercise of 
its powers under the above acts on 27 January 2020 confirmed, with 
modifications, The Highways England (A27 Trunk Road East of Lewes 
Improvement Scheme) (Berwick and Polegate Junctions) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 2019 submitted by Highways England Company Limited.  
 

2. The order as confirmed provides for the purchase for the purpose of: 
 
(a) the improvement of the A27 Trunk Road; 

 
(b) improvement of highways and the provision of new means of access to 

premises in pursuance of The Highways England (A27 Trunk Road East of 
Lewes Improvement Scheme) (Berwick and Polegate Junctions) (Side 
Roads) Order 2019; 
 

(c) use by Highways England in connection with the improvement of highways 
and the provision of private means of access to premises as aforesaid; and  
 

(d) mitigating the adverse effect which the existence or use of the highways 
proposed to be improved will have on the surroundings thereof. 

of the land and the new rights, in the Parish of Berwick and Polegate, in the 
District of Wealden in the County East Sussex, described in schedule 1 hereto. 

 
3. A copy of the order as confirmed by the Secretary of State for Transport and 

the map referred to therein have been deposited at: 
 
(a) Highways England, Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey 

GU1 4LZ (Monday – Friday 7.00am to 7.00pm); 
 

(b) East Sussex County Council, County Hall, St Anne's Crescent, Lewes, East 
Sussex, BN7 1UE (Monday – Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm);  
 



(c) Lewes District Council Southover House, Southover Rd, Lewes East 
Sussex, BN7 1AB (Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm); 
 

(d) Wealden District Council, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 
2AX (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm and 
Wednesday 9.00am – 5.00pm); 
 

(e) Lewes Library Styles Field, Friars Walk, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2LZ 
(Monday 10.00am to 2.00pm, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday 10.00am to 
5.00pm and Thursday 10.00am to 6.00pm); 
 

(f) Berwick Post Office Station Road, Berwick, Polegate, East Sussex BN26 
6SZ (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm, 2.15pm – 
5.30pm and Wednesday, Saturday 9.00am to 12.30pm); 
 

(g) Polegate Town Council, Council Offices, 49 High Street Polegate, East 
Sussex BN26 6AL (Monday - Friday 8.00am to 6.00pm) 
 
and may be seen at all reasonable hours until 3 April 2020.   

 
4. The order as confirmed becomes operative on the date on which this notice is 

first published. A person aggrieved by the order may, by application to the High 
Court within 6 weeks from that date, challenge its validity under section 23 of 
the Acquisition of Land Act 1981. The grounds for challenge can be that the 
authorisation granted by the order is not empowered to be granted or that there 
has been a failure to comply with any relevant statutory requirement relating to 
the order. 
 

5. Once the order has become operative, the Highways England Company 
Limited may require any of the land described in Schedule 1 below by executing 
a general vesting declaration under section 4 of the Compulsory Purchase 
(Vesting Declarations) Act 1981. A statement on the effect of Parts 2 and 3 of 
that Act is set out in Schedule 2 below.  
 

6. Every person who, if a general vesting declaration were executed under section 
4 of that Act in respect of the land comprised in the order (other than land in 
respect of which notice to treat has been given), would be entitled to claim 
compensation in respect of any such land, is invited to give information to 
Highways England, Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 
4LZ about the person’s name, address and interest in land, using a prescribed 
form. The relevant prescribed form is set out in Schedule 3 below.



 

SCHEDULE 1 
 

LAND AND THE NEW RIGHTS COMPRISED IN THE ORDER AS 
CONFIRMED  

 
NOTE: 
 
The land comprised in the items in this Schedule is identified on the Map referred to 
in the Compulsory Purchase Order by means of the numbers shown in brackets 
against that item in the Schedule. 
 
IN THE PARISH OF BERWICK AND POLEGATE, IN THE DISTRICT OF WEALDEN 
IN THE COUNTY EAST SUSSEX 
 

1-01 Acquisition of Title in respect of 4082 metres squared of fields, agricultural land 
and hedgerow (south of Lewes Road, A27); 1-01a Acquisition of Title in respect of 
168 metres squared of field and agricultural land (south of Lewes Road, A27); 1-01b 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 805 metres squared of field, agricultural land and 
hedgerow (south of Lewes Road, A27); 1-02 Acquisition of Title in respect of 1 
metres squared of field and agricultural land (south of Lewes Road, A27) except 
those owned by the acquiring authority; 1-03 Acquisition of Title in respect of 1336 
metres squared of verge and footway (north of Lewes Road, A27) except those 
owned by the acquiring authority; 1-04 Acquisition of Title in respect of 107 metres 
squared of field, agricultural land and hedgerow (north of Lewes Road, A27); 1-05 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 124 metres squared of verge and footway (north of 
Lewes Road, A27) except those owned by the acquiring authority; 1-06 Acquisition 
of Title in respect of 1521 metres squared of field and agricultural land (north of 
Lewes Road, A27); 1-07 Acquisition of Title in respect of 55 metres squared of field 
and agricultural land (north of Lewes Road, A27); 1-08 Acquisition of Title in respect 
of 3 metres squared of footway and verge (north of Lewes Road, A27) except those 
owned by the acquiring authority; 1-09 Acquisition of Title in respect of 646 metres 
squared of field and agricultural land (west of Station Road); 1-10 Acquisition of Title 
in respect of 290 metres squared of adopted highway, footway, and verge (Station 
Road) except those owned by the acquiring authority; 1-11 Acquisition of Title in 
respect of 772 metres squared of adopted highway, footway, access splay and 
verges (Station Road) except those owned by the acquiring authority; 1-12 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 5635 metres squared of adopted highways (Lewes 
Road, A27 and Station Road), footways, and verges (south of Lewes Road, A27) 
except those owned by the acquiring authority 1-13 Acquisition of Title in respect of 
1666 metres squared of adopted highways (Lewes Road, A27 and Alfriston Road), 
footway and verge except those owned by the acquiring authority; 1-15 Acquisition of 
Title in respect of 99 metres squared of footway and verge (east of Alfriston Road); 
1-20 Acquisition of Title in respect of 370 metres squared of adopted highway, 
footway and verge (Lewes Road, A27) except those owned by the acquiring 



authority; 1-21 Acquisition of Title in respect of 8087 metres squared of field and 
agricultural land (north of Lewes Road, A27); 1-22 Acquisition of Title in respect of 
882 metres squared of field and agricultural land (east of Station Road); 3-01 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 14663 metres squared of adopted highways (Lewes 
Road A27 and Polegate Bypass), access splay, woodland, verges and drains except 
those owned by the acquiring authority; 3-02 Acquisition of Title in respect of 124 
metres squared of grassland, footway and verge (West of Gainsborough Lane); 3-03 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 477 metres squared of adopted highway, footways, 
access splays and verges (Gainsborough Lane); 3-04 Acquisition of Title in respect 
of 17 metres squared of adopted highway (Lewes Road, A27) and verge except 
those owned by the acquiring authority; 3-05 Acquisition of Title in respect of 39 
metres squared of woodland (north of Lewes Road, A27); 3-06 Acquisition of Title in 
respect of 114 metres squared of footway and verge (north of Lewes Road, A27) 
except those owned by the acquiring authority; 3-07 Acquisition of Title in respect of 
1796 metres squared of woodland and hardstanding (north of Lewes Road, A27); 3-
08 Acquisition of Title in respect of 88 metres squared of woodland (north of Lewes 
Road, A27); 3-09 Acquisition of Title in respect of 26 metres squared of woodland 
(north of Lewes Road, A27); 3-10 Acquisition of Title in respect of 12 metres squared 
of access splay (north of Lewes Road, A27); 3-12 Acquisition of Title in respect of 
794 metres squared of verge and footway (south of Polegate Bypass); 3-13 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 568 metres squared of verge, footway, and 
woodland (south west of Polegate Bypass, A2270); 3-14 Acquisition of Title in 
respect of 92 metres squared of access splay (Polegate Bypass, A2270); 3-15 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 645 metres squared of footway and verge (south 
west of Polegate Bypass, A2270); 3-16 Acquisition of Title in respect of 2731 metres 
squared of adopted highway, footway and verge (Polegate Bypass, A2270); 3-17 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 33 metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate 
Bypass, A27); 3-21 Acquisition of Title in respect of 409 metres squared of woodland 
(west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-22 Acquisition of Title in respect of 2948 metres 
squared of field, agricultural land and drain (west of Polegate bypass A27); 3-23 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 78 metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate 
Bypass, A27); 3-24 Acquisition of Title in respect of 2878 metres squared of field, 
agricultural land and drain (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-25 Acquisition of Title 
in respect of 1857 metres squared of field, agricultural land and drain (west of 
Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-26 Acquisition of Title in respect of 25 metres squared of 
drain (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-27 Acquisition of Title in respect of 35 
metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-28 Acquisition of 
Title in respect of 221 metres squared of woodland and drain (west of Polegate 
Bypass, A27); 3-29 Acquisition of Title in respect of 912 metres squared of woodland 
(west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-30 Acquisition of Title in respect of 9784 metres 
squared of woodland and access tracks (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-31 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 16382 metres squared of adopted highway and 
verges (Polegate Bypass, A27) except those owned by the acquiring authority; 3-32 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 1877 metres squared of footway and verge (east of 
Polegate Bypass, A27); 3-33 Acquisition of Title in respect of 19 metres squared of 
hardstanding (north of Lewes Road, A27); 3-34 Acquisition of Title in respect of 9 



metres squared of woodland and industrial outbuildings (north of A27 road); 3-35 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 198 metres squared of concrete hard standing and 
woodland (north of A27); 3-38 Acquisition of Title in respect of 169 metres squared 
of grassland (south of Lewes Road, A27); 4-01 Acquisition of Title in respect of 27 
metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-02 Acquisition of 
Title in respect of 71 metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-
03 Acquisition of Title in respect of 84 metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate 
Bypass, A27); 4-03a Acquisition of Title in respect of 75 metres squared of private 
access track (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-04 Acquisition of Title in respect of 
5070 metres squared of field, agricultural land, woodland and drain (west of Polegate 
Bypass, A27); 4-05 Acquisition of Title in respect of 4310 metres squared of field, 
agricultural land and woodland (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-06 Acquisition of 
Title in respect of 102 metres squared of woodland and access track (west of 
Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-07 Acquisition of Title in respect of 54 metres squared of 
grassland, woodland and verge (east of Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-08 Acquisition of 
Title in respect of 156 metres squared of grassland, woodland, verge and footway 
(Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-09 Acquisition of Title in respect of 106 metres squared of 
grassland, woodland and verge (Polegate Bypass, A27) except those owned by the 
acquiring authority; 4-10 Acquisition of Title in respect of 193 metres squared of 
adopted highway, footway and verge (Polegate Bypass, A27) except those owned by 
the acquiring authority; 4-11 Acquisition of Title in respect of 261 metres squared of 
adopted highway, footway and verge (Polegate Bypass, A27) except those owned by 
the acquiring authority; 4-12 Acquisition of Title in respect of 253 metres squared of 
grassland, woodland and footway (north of Polegate Bypass, A27) except those 
owned by the acquiring authority; 4-13 Acquisition of Title in respect of 260 metres 
squared of grassland and woodland (north of Polegate Bypass, A27) except those 
owned by the acquiring authority; 4-14 Acquisition of Title in respect of 6 metres 
squared of grassland and woodland (north of Polegate Bypass, A27) except those 
owned by the acquiring authority; 4-15 Acquisition of Title in respect of 43 metres 
squared of grassland and woodland (north of Polegate Bypass, A27) except those 
owned by the acquiring authority; 4-16 Acquisition of Title in respect of 235 metres 
squared of woodland and verge (west of A27 road); 4-17 Acquisition of Title in 
respect of 170 metres squared of access track (west of Polegate Bypass, A27); 4-18 
Acquisition of Title in respect of 1126 metres squared of woodland (west of Polegate 
Bypass, A27) 

  



SCHEDULE 2 
 

STATEMENT OF EFFECT OF PARTS 2 AND 3 OF THE COMPULSORY 
PURCHASE (VESTING DECLARATIONS) ACT 1981 

 
Power to execute a general vesting declaration 
 
1. Once the Highways England (A27 Trunk Road East of Lewes Improvement 

Scheme) (Berwick and Polegate Junctions) Compulsory Purchase Order 
2019 submitted by Highways England Company Limited has become 
operative, the Highways England Company Limited (hereinafter called 
“Highways England”) may acquire any of the land described in Schedule 1 
above by executing a general vesting declaration under section 4 of the 
Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981 (“the Act”). This has 
the effect, subject to paragraphs 3 and 5 below, of vesting the land in 
Highways England at the end of the period mentioned in paragraph 2 below. 
  

Notices concerning general vesting declaration  
 
2. As soon as may be after Highways England execute a general vesting 

declaration, they must serve notice of it in on every occupier of any of the 
land specified in the declaration (except land where this is one of the 
tenancies described in paragraph 4) and on every person who gives them 
information relating to the land in pursuance of the invitation contained in 
the confirmation notice of the order. When the service of notices of the 
general vesting declaration is completed, a period specified in the 
declaration of not less than three months, will begin to run. On the first day 
after the end of this period the land described in the declaration will, subject 
to what is said in paragraphs 3 and 5, vest in Highways England together 
with the right to enter on the land and take possession of it. Every person 
on whom Highways England could have served a notice to treat in respect 
of his interest in the land (other than a tenant under one of the tenancies 
described in paragraph 4) will be entitled to claim compensation for the 
acquisition of his interest in the land, with interest on the compensation from 
the vesting date.  
 

3. The “vesting date “for any land specified in a declaration will be the first day 
after the end of the period mentioned in paragraph 2 above, unless a 
counter-notice is served under Schedule A1 to the Act with that period. In 
such circumstances, the vesting date for the land which is the subject of the 
counter-notice will be determined in accordance with Schedule A1.  

 

 
 
 



Modifications with respect to certain tenancies  
 
4. In the case of certain tenancies, the position stated above is subject to 

modifications. The modifications apply where the tenancy is either a “minor 
tenancy”, i.e. a tenancy for a year or yearly tenancy or a lesser interest, or 
“a long tenancy which is about to expire”. The latter expression means a 
tenancy granted for an interest greater than a minor tenancy but having on 
the vesting date a period still to run which is not more than the period 
specified in the declaration for this purpose (which must be more than a 
year). In calculating how long a tenancy has still to run, where any option to 
renew or to terminate it is available to either party, it shall be assumed that 
the landlord will take every opportunity open to him to terminate the tenancy 
while the tenant will use every opportunity to retain or renew his interest.  
 

5. The modifications are that Highways England may not exercise the right of 
entry referred to in paragraph 2 in respect of land subject to a tenancy 
described in paragraph 4 unless they first serve notice to treat in respect of 
the tenancy and then serve every occupier of the land with a notice of their 
intention to enter and take possession after the period (not less than three 
months from the service of the notice) specified in the notice. The right of 
entry will be exercisable at the end of that period. The vesting of the land 
will be subject to the tenancy until the end of that period or until the tenancy 
comes to an end, whichever happens first. 



SCHEDULE 3 
 

FORM OF GIVING INFORMATION 
 
The Highways England (A27 Trunk Road East of Lewes Improvement 

Scheme) (Berwick and Polegate Junctions) Compulsory Purchase Order 2019 
 

To  The Highways England 

Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4LZ 

[I] [We] being [a person][persons] who, if a general vesting declaration were executed 
under section 4 of the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981 in 
respect of all the land comprised in the compulsory purchase order cited above in 
respect of which notice to treat has not been given, would be entitled to claim 
compensation in respect of [all] [part of] that land, give you the following information, 
pursuant to the provision of section 15 of, or paragraph 6 of Schedule 1, to the 
Acquisition of Land Act 1981.  

1. Name and address of informant(s) (i)…………………………………………………… 

2. Land in which an interest is held by informant(s) (ii)…………………………………….. 

3. Nature of interest (iii)………………………………………………………………………. 

 Signed…………………………………………………………………………………. 

[on behalf of]………………………………………………………………………….. 

Date……………………………………………………………………………………. 

(i) In the case of a joint interest the names and addresses of all the informants 

(ii) The land should be described concisely 

(iii) If the interest is leasehold, the date of commencement and length of term 
should be given. If the land is subject to a mortgage or other incumbrance, 
details should be given, e.g. name of building society and roll number 
 

The contact for further information relating to this notice is: 
 
Thomas Beasley 
Bridge House,1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4LZ 
A27EastofLewes@highwaysengland.co.uk 
0300 123 5000 
 
Authorised by: 
Chris Welby-Everard 
Divisional Director 
Highways England Company Limited 

Date: 21 February 2020 
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