A19

Downhill Lane
junction improvement
Start of work

The benefits

We’re starting work

We have designed this improvement to deliver
benefits for road users, local communities and to
support the region’s economy. Once complete it will:

We started work on our Downhill Lane improvement scheme in
September. In this brochure you’ll find more information about how
we’re carrying out the work and the benefits it’ll bring.
At Highways England we believe in a connected

This scheme forms part of a wider strategy to

country and our network makes these connections

upgrade the A19 and A1 in the north-east, and will

happen. We strive to improve our major roads and

support the government’s Northern Powerhouse

motorways - engineering the future to keep people

agenda – helping create a transport system that’s

moving today and moving better tomorrow.

an engine for economic growth.

 boost economic growth - supporting
plans to extend the international advanced
manufacturing park (IAMP) development
 improve connectivity with the local road network
 improve road safety – providing better
facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and horse
riders across the A19

The scheme

more reliable, durable and, most importantly, safe.

The scheme will see major improvements made

That’s why we’re delivering government investment

to the A19 Downhill Lane junction and is a

in critical routes like the A19.

significant engineering project. We will construct
a new bridge across the A19 to the south of
the existing (A1290) bridge. Together with the

A19 and A1 (north-east) schemes
A1

This scheme will support plans to extend the
International Advanced Manufacturing Park (IAMP)
development. IAMP is a high quality strategic
employment site that will attract national and
international business investment and facilitate job
creation. It’s a joint venture between Sunderland and
South Tyneside Councils.

 reduce congestion and make journeys smoother

We want to make sure all our major roads are

Completed
In construction
Starts 2022

Supporting advanced manufacturing

existing bridge this will make a more traditional

Existing slip road to be realigned to
serve as link road from Testo’s
roundabout to Downhill Lane junction
New drainage pond
Existing slip road to be
realigned to serve as link
road from Downhill Lane
junction to Testo’s
A19 southbound
slip road
Existing Downhill
Lane bridge

roundabout junction layout above the A19.
We’ll then change the existing northbound and

New segregated
route for walkers,
cyclists and horse
riders with bridge
over the A19

southbound A19 slip roads so that they join up
A1 Morpeth to Ellingham
improvements
A1 Scotswood to North
Brunton improvements
Blyth

A19 Coast Road junction
improvement

Cramlington

Newcastle
upon Tyne

with the new roundabout. To the north of the
junction, these will be link roads between Downhill
Lane junction and the new Testo’s junction, which

New bridge to be constructed
south of the existing bridge

is currently under construction.

A19 northbound slip road

Tynemouth
South Shields

A69

A19 Testo’s junction
improvement
Gateshead

A194(M)

A19

Sunderland

We’re currently making major

A19 Norton to Wynard
improvements

A1(M)

improvements to the A19 Testo’s junction.
Work started here in March 2019 and will
the improvements here and at Downhill
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A1290
A19

continue until summer 2021. Together

Hartlepool

Middlesbrough

Stocktonon-Tees

New drainage pond

Testo’s junction improvements

Darlington

Lane will improve the reliability of journeys
on the A19.

A19
A1(M)

Diagrammatic representation only
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New drainage pond .
New A1290 crossing for walkers,
cyclists and horse riders
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Construction

Managing traffic

The construction period will last approximately 18 months and will be completed in 4 phases.

We’ve planned our work carefully to minimise

our workforce and the public safe. Details of the

the impact on people using the junction. We will

restrictions are explained below, but for the most

however need to restrict traffic at times during

up-to-date information about road closures please

Traffic will be diverted from Downhill Lane East to/from Boldon
using the A19 and Testo’s junction.

the construction of the scheme in order to keep

visit our scheme webpage.

The mainline A19 verges will have new drainage constructed
on the northbound to southbound, and the central reserve will
be treated allowing traffic to run on it.

Operational lanes
We will ensure that wherever possible, the current

Where lane restrictions are required these will be

This phase will also include the removal of the existing islands
either side of the existing junction.

number of lanes will be maintained on the A19

taken during off-peak periods.

Phase

1

When

September 2020 –
Spring 2021

What happens

Closure of southbound entry slip road to begin construction
of the new southern road bridge. Southbound traffic will be
diverted north via the new link road to Testo’s and return on
the southbound A19.

2

Early 2021 –
Early 2022

Later in this phase we will open a single lane entry to the
southbound A19 and then close Washington Road in both
directions for a short duration to tie the new alignment of
Washington Road to the new roundabout. At the southern
approach to Downhill Lane junction the diversion point will be
at the most northern point of Ferryboat Lane.
After the first section of Washington Road has been
constructed it will then be reopened but under two way traffic
lights onto a new alignment built offline to the west allowing
the tie in works to be completed whilst not impeding traffic any
further.
The final part of this phase will be the construction of the new
south overbridge and the southern half of the roundabout.

3a

3b

Winter 2021 –
Spring 2022

Summer 2022

during peak times throughout construction.

Where work is taking place on or around junctions,

Narrow lanes will be needed to ensure safe

temporary traffic lights may be used to control

working areas for construction activities close to

traffic flows.

live traffic.

Full carriageway closures
Downhill Lane (East) will be closed to through
traffic for the majority of the construction period

Full closures of the A19 will be needed for:


from mid-September 2020.
Local access from the A184 will be maintained for
residents and businesses. There will be no access



installation of the new south overbridge
deck, making up the southern section of
the new roundabout
installation of the new bridleway bridge
main span, south of the new roundabout

to/from Downhill Lane junction. The diversion will

Full closures of local roads and slip roads may be

be via Testo’s junction.

needed for:

The southbound merge slip road will be closed



for up to seven months from early January 2021.

installation of traffic management including
temporary lining and installation of
temporary safety barrier, where required
undertaking tie-in works to the new
carriageway and for drainage
surfacing works, lining, and installation of
traffic loops

Reopening of Downhill Lane East. Traffic from all approaches
will use a contraflow along the new East bridge and part
gyratory.

The diversion for southbound traffic will be via

This will allow us to complete the new free flow link from the
A1290 and works to the northern section of the gyratory.

Once the slip road has re-opened, a full closure
of Washington Road will be needed for up to six

When closures are in operation, clearly signed

Temporary traffic lights using sensors to monitor and reflect
traffic flows will be used throughout this phase.

weeks to build the tie-in from the new alignment

diversions will be in place.

of Washington Road to Downhill Lane junction.

Where possible any other work will take place

The diversion to/from Sunderland to Downhill Lane

overnight and at weekends when traffic flows are

junction will be via the A19 and the junction with

lowest.

Traffic running on the newly constructed free flow link that
connects the A1290 approach and traffic running through the
contraflow arrangement using the traffic flow sensitive traffic
lights. Final construction of the verges will also take place.

the link road to Testo’s junction, joining the A19
southbound at the exit of Testo’s roundabout.

the A1231 Wessington Way.




Being a good neighbour

Take care when driving through roadworks

We will keep noise and dust to a minimum

Most of the work will take place Monday to Friday

Top tips to keep you safe when driving through our roadworks.

throughout the construction of this project. We

and on Saturday mornings.

 Follow instructions from roadworkers

know it’s important to be considerate of nearby
homes and businesses, so we’ll be using modern
construction methods and machinery to minimise
the impact of our work.
We’re sharing the existing Testo’s site office and
will plan areas for storage of machinery and
materials that have the lowest impact on residents
and businesses.
As much work as possible will take place during

Work outside these hours will be kept to a
minimum and agreed in advance with South

 If you break down or end up in a works area, wait for assistance and listen to
advice from roadworkers who will get you back on your journey safely

Tyneside Council and Sunderland City Council.

 Look ahead

Our Public Liaison Officer will keep local people

 Follow signs for exits, not your satnav

updated and will be engaging with local schools,

 Be aware

businesses, charities and public interest groups.

 Don’t follow works vehicles into areas where we’re working

Working in this way, we can make sure that the
needs of those living close to the scheme are

 Keep to the speed limit

carefully considered as work progresses.

daytime hours, to prevent disturbance to residents.

Are you a space invader
when you are out and about?

Environment

Tailgating is a factor in 1 in 8 casualties
on the strategic road network.

We’re also improving the existing lighting

possible we’ll keep all the vegetation that’s around

making energy and carbon emission savings,

Town End Farm - Washington Road / Baltimore

maintenance savings, reduced environmental

Road - and Hylton Castle residential areas.

implications and a safer network.

New planting is planned between the northern

Once finished, the scheme will provide a new

end of Town End Farm, the new bridleway and

dedicated route for walkers, cyclists and horse

Vehicle breakdowns

the realigned section of Washington Road. The

riders, separate from cars.

We arrange a free recovery service through roadworks on our network where:

GFD18_0206

We care about the environment and where it’s
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planting is designed to integrate into the local
landscape and to minimise impacts on views.
We’re also going to create new and replacement
habitats encouraging biodiversity.
We’re adding drainage, including creating three

A new bridge, with ramped access, will be
provided between Washington Road and the
A1290, across the A19 south of the junction.

 there is no direct access to the hard shoulder, lay-bys and emergency refuges
 we have reduced carriageway lane widths
 we have suspended use of the emergency telephones
We move vehicles that are broken down, damaged or abandoned to a nearby place of relative safety,
for example the hard shoulder. Our free recovery service only operates within the limit of the works.

new drainage ponds, to reduce the risk of flooding
and pollution in local watercourses.

SEARCH ONLINE FOR MORE INFORMATION

More information
highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/yorkshire-and-north-east/a19downhill-lane-junction-improvement/
A19DownhillLaneJunctionImprovement@highwaysengland.co.uk
0300 123 5000
@HighwaysNEAST

@HighwaysNEAST

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

Planned events

We’ll be holding a series of events in the area where you’ll be able to find out more about the
work being planned.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/stp
info@highwaysengland.co.uk
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