
 

 

 

 

 

As part of Highways England’s long-term programme to renew or repair concrete roads, work on 

the A12 junction 27 slip roads has now been successfully completed, providing a smoother surface 

that we expect to last for another 10 years. We coordinated these works together with the 

resurfacing of the A12 southbound carriageway between junctions 27 and 26 to minimise 

disruption. 

 

The damage to the road surface of the A12 junction 27 slip roads was quite widespread, as you 

can see in the pictures below: 
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What we’ve been doing 

 
Repairs to the slip roads commenced on Wednesday 17 February 2021 and was initially planned 

for approximately two weeks. The work was carried out overnight between 8pm and 6am on 

weekdays, with two full weekend closures from 8pm Friday 19 February until 6am Monday 22 

February, and 8pm Friday 26 February until 6am Monday 1 March. We decided to add an 

additional weekend of working from Friday 5 March until Monday 8 March. This allowed us to carry 

out extra repairs while our contractors were in the area to parts of the slip roads that were showing 

signs of wear. 

 

During the weekday overnight and weekend closures carried out a significant amount of work: 

  
          Carrying out road crack repairs                                        Replacing cat’s eyes 

        
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

     Checking the level of surface repairs                     Concrete grooving for safer driving  
                                                                                           and reduced traffic noise 

     
      

 
During this project, we have completed the following: 
 
 Removed and replaced around 420m2 of concrete road surface 

 Repaired around 250m2 of cracks in the road 

 Carried out around 180m2 of partial depth repairs 

 Installed 510 solar studs (cat’s eyes) 

 Replaced 20 reflective studs (cat’s eyes) 

 Repainted road lines and markings. 

 
 
Below are some photos of our completed repairs and new road lines on the slip roads: 
 

       
 
 



 

 

       
 

We thank residents and motorists for their patience whilst we carried out these important road 

repairs. 

 
Community Improvements 
 
Our contractors’ site was located in the car park of Spring Lane Tennis Club and Playing Fields 

that is owned by Colchester Institute. We agreed that our contractors would repair the badly 

potholed access road that leads to the college car park and residencies in The Chase Way. You 

can see the before and after pictures below. 

 
         The existing road before repairs                                    Pothole repairs  

        
 
 
Next steps 
 
From Monday 22 March, we will be carrying out concrete and ground investigation surveys for 

three weeks on the A12 between Marks Tey and Stanway. To minimise the impact on local 



 

 

communities and motorists, the survey work will be done overnight between 8pm and 6am. We will 

only divert traffic from the A12 onto local roads where absolutely necessary. 

 
To do the work, we will need to close the road on the following dates: 
 
 Closure of the A12 northbound between junction 25 and junction 26 from Monday 22 March to 

Sunday 28 March between 8pm and 6am each night. 

 
 Closure of the A12 southbound between junction 26 and junction 25 from Monday 29 March to 

Wednesday 31 March, and Tuesday 6 April to Friday 9 April between 8pm and 6am each night. 

 
Future work 
 
Starting early summer 2021, we will be carrying out repairs and maintenance to the concrete road 

surface of the A12 from junction 15 to 19 in both directions. The work will include repairs to the 

concrete road surface, clearing drains, repainting road markings and inserting new reflective road 

studs (cat’s eyes). 

 
Towards the end of this year and early 2022, we will be reconstructing the A12 carriageway at the 

Marks Tey Interchange and towards Stanway, replacing the concrete road with a flexible asphalt 

lower-noise road surface. Work includes renewing surface water drainage, replacing barriers and 

replacing old or damage signs. 

 
Further information and updates about these schemes will be provided on our website shortly at 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A12-concrete. 
 
Keep in touch 
 
If you need more information, please feel free to contact us via the Highways England Customer 

Contact Centre on 0300 123 5000, or by emailing info@highwaysengland.co.uk. You can find out 

more about our project on the A12 slip roads at junction 27 and our other concrete surface repair 

projects by visiting: www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A12-concrete or follow @HighwaysEAST on 

Twitter for regular updates. 

 


