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Further Engagement Sessions 
We will continue to engage with you as we review  
the comments, suggestions and ideas received in our 
consultation. 

To progress matters swiftly, we will be consulting 
councils on technical matters and speaking to parish 
councils along the scheme’s route over the next  
few weeks. All councillors will be invited to parish 
council sessions. 

Our New Brand – National Highways
As outlined in our recent press release, Highways 
England and the Department for Transport have 
announced that Highways England will change its 
name to ‘National Highways’, heralding a new era for 
strategic roads. 

This reflects the company’s new focus on delivering 
the Government’s £27bn strategic roads investment 
programme, while continuing to set highways 
standards for the whole UK.

A12 Chelmsford to A120 
Consultation Success
Our statutory consultation ended on Monday 
16 August. Over 800 people, organisations and 
businesses responded to our consultation, showing  
a great level of interest in this major and vital project. 

Our virtual event space was visited by over 1,900 
people during the consultation at all times of the day 
and night. Six online information webinars were also 
held, attracting 92 participants across the scheme area. 

Those who joined could question a panel of experts 
about the consultation and find detailed information 
on various aspects of the proposed design. 
Recordings of these sessions are still available  
on request.

Public Events 
Despite the uncertainty of COVID-19 restrictions 
when planning the consultation, we were very 
pleased to host six public information events safely  
at locations along the proposed scheme route.  
A wide range of our technical experts engaged with 
over 400 members of local communities, including 
landowners, businesses and elected members at 
these events. 

We also held two engagement van events in 
Messing and Boreham, attended by 67 members of 
those communities, as well as a coffee morning in 
Easthorpe.

Where to Find Information 

All our consultation documents, including our 
flythrough video, were available to view in the 
specially created virtual exhibition space. You can 
still view these on  our website alongside previous 
consultation information.

https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a12chelmsford-to-a120-widening-consultation-june21/
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The Development Consent Order Process
This scheme is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP), which means it’s classed as a large, 
complex infrastructure project that benefits the  
entire country. 

Applications to build schemes like this are submitted 
to the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the 
Secretary of State for Transport, rather than the local 
planning authorities. If the application is successful, 
the consent granted is called a Development 
Consent Order (DCO). Provided consent is granted, 
construction work is expected to start in 2023. 

Where we consider it appropriate and before 
submitting our DCO application, we may choose to 
undertake further targeted consultations on certain 
changes to the proposed scheme made in response 
to consultation feedback or updated technical 
information. Such consultations would be for  
a minimum of 28 days and would be publicised on 
our website and in local newspapers, as well as  
by continued engagement.

What Happens to your Consultation Responses? 

An independent team is busy analysing all the 
responses to the public consultation. We will take 
time to consider your feedback when making further 
refinements to the proposed design. 

 
We’ll summarise the responses and our Consultation 
Report will describe how they have informed and 
influenced our proposals.   

This will form part of our application for development 
consent and will be available to the public following 
submission of the application. We expect to submit 
the application by spring/summer 2022.

Further information on the DCO process can  
be found on the National Infrastructure  
Planning website.

YOUR RESPONSES

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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Archaeology Trial Trenching Update
A Bronze Age Bead
Our archaeologists’ trial trench evaluations continue 
to yield exciting and significant evidence of life in 
ancient times along the route of the A12. 

Senior archaeological consultant Emma Tetlow 
reports details of two of the more interesting 
discoveries made recently in fields beside the route.

Emma said: “The tiny artefact shown below is likely 
to be a faience bead, made using a technique 
originating in Pharaonic Egypt. ‘Faience’ describes 
non-clay based ceramic work composed of crushed 
sand, with small amounts of calcite lime and various 
alkalis. When fired, the surface vitrifies, producing  
a glass-like effect. This example could date from as 
far back as the Bronze Age, iron Age (800 BC – 42 
AD), or up to the end of the Romano-British period 
(410 AD).”

Colchester Natives
Another recent find is a collection of “Colchester 
Natives” (Ostrea edulis) oyster shells, which are very 
relevant to the area. 

Oysters have been farmed in the Colchester  
area since Roman times and are still harvested  
in the Blackwater Estuary today. Emma added: 
“Interestingly, the species is climate-sensitive and 
during the 1960s and ‘70s suffered a dramatic 
decline almost to the point of extinction owing to 
harsh winters. 

 

“We believe that these specimens are Romano- 
British in date, from a time when the climate was 
warmer than now, though by exactly how much is not 
clear. This theory, known as the ‘Roman Warm Period’ 
or the ‘Roman Climatic Optimum’ lasted from 200 
BC to 400 AD. 

“Today Oysters are considered something of a  
luxury food, but historically the general populace 
ate them by the barrel-full and the shells are 
found in association with all periods. It’s not an 
archaeological site until you’ve found an oyster! 
We look forward to seeing what else we can find 
beneath the Essex earth.”

Get in contact with us 
We will continue to post updates on our project website. You can also sign up for updates here.

Email: A12ChelmsfordA120wide@highwaysengland.co.uk 

Tel: 0300 123 5000

A12 Widening Team

National Highways, Woodlands, 

Manton Lane, Bedford, 

MK41 7lQ

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/east/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-widening-scheme/
mailto:A12ChelmsfordA120wide@highwaysengland.co.uk 

