
Thank you for coming. We want to 
hear your views on our proposed 
improvements to the A1 between 
junction 74, Scotswood and junction 
79, North Brunton.

We have developed a scheme that 
would increase capacity, ease the flow 
of traffic and improve road user safety. 
The improvements will support new 
growth in the area and complement 
the recently completed improvements 
between Coal House and the Metro 
Centre and the proposed improvements 
between Birtley and Coal House.

Welcome

Talk to the project team here

Complete a questionnaire – 
available here and online

www.highways.gov.uk/a1scotswood

Tell us what you think 
Your views and feedback will help shape our proposal. 

Your feedback and 
comments must 
be received by 
31 August 2017 
so that we can 
consider your 
response.
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Regional and 
local benefits

Supporting economic growth
The scheme will help connect key employment sites, 
schools, colleges and residential areas, thereby 
delivering major benefits. It will support Newcastle City 
Council’s growth aspirations and provide better links 
to local services such as Newcastle Airport, 
Newcastle City Centre and the Metro Centre.

A safe and 
serviceable network
The scheme aims to improve safety through 
reduced accidents and improve journey quality, 
through improved journey time reliability, leading 
to a reduction in driver stress.

Improved environment
The environmental effects resulting from the scheme 
have been considered during the options identification 
stage. Opportunities to provide enhancements and 
to mitigate effects on the local environment will be 
further developed as the design progresses.  

An accessible and 
integrated network
The proposed scheme will provide improved 
connectivity with the local road network. We are 
investigating ways to maintain or improve existing 
facilities for pedestrians, cyclists, horse-riders and 
disabled users. We are working with Newcastle City 
Council and Nexus to support transport improvements 
in and around Newcastle.

The scheme has been 
designed with the following 
key objectives in mind:
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The results of the public 
consultation held in September 
2016 for proposals between 
Birtley and Coal House are 
contained within a consultation 
report available on our website: 
www.highways.gov.uk/a1-
birtley-to-coalhouse 
Further consultation on this 
project is planned for later 
in the year.

Contact the project team:

Phone: 0300 123 5000
Post: A1 Birtley to Coal House project team, Highways England,   
 Lateral, 8 City Walk,  Leeds, LS11 9AT
Email: a1birtleytocoalhouse@highwaysengland.co.uk

Regional 
improvements

A feasibility study was undertaken in 
2014 to determine the existing issues 
on the route and prioritise sections 
which most urgently need attention. 
The study identified the following two 
schemes as priority:
A1 Scotswood to North Brunton
A1 Birtley to Coal House (including 
Allerdene Railway Bridge).

The government announced both 
schemes in the Autumn Statement 
(Dec 2014) as schemes that should 
be taken forward into the Roads 
Investment Strategy (RIS).

We are planning to make improvements 
to the A1 between Birtley, junction 65, 
and Coal House, junction 67 and met 
with local residents to seek their feedback 
on these plans in September 2016.

The two projects combined will bring 
economic benefits to the Newcastle 
Gateshead area and represent 
a £9.4 billion investment in the region.
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Scotswood to North Brunton. 
Narrow lanes widening in each 
direction. Construction starts 
March 2020.

Coal House to Metre Centre 3 
narrow lanes widening in each 
direction. Completed July 2016.

Birtley to Coal House. 
Widening to 3 standard lanes.
Construction starts 
March 2020.

Improvement scheme between 
junction 65 Birtley to junction 67 Coal House
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Following an assessment in 2016 it was 
found that standard widening (option 
B) would cost significantly more and 
therefore could not demonstrate the 
same level of value for money as option 
A for narrow lanes. It also would have 
had a much greater impact on both the 
local community and environment due 
to the land required to construct this.  

Based on this assessment we are 
now progressing with option A, as;

 � it is the most cost effective option,   
 providing similar or greater benefits  
 to other options, but at a lower cost,

 � it is currently assessed as requiring no 
land outside of the highway boundary, 
maximising the use of the existing 
carriageway and minimising the impact 
on the surrounding community and 
environment,

 � it requires the shortest build time and;

 � it is the simplest option to construct, 
meaning a safer environment for both 
our workforce and road users. The 
scheme has lower environmental 
impact and reduced disruption 
during construction phase. 

The proposed option
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Options that were 
previously considered
The A1 Scotswood to North Brunton 
scheme progressed to the option 
identification stage in autumn 2014.

There were two options considered:
Option A – Narrow lane widening
Option B – Standard lane widening

The plan above shows the alternative 
option B that we considered, but 
rejected, for a range of reasons:

 � More expensive 
 � Additional land take 

Discounted option B

The options identification stage 
concluded that option B standard 
lane widening was unaffordable and 
as a result of this, option B was not 
progressed any further. 

The scheme has now moved 
to the option selection stage.
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Please provide your feedback 
by 31 August 2017.

Following this, all responses will 
be analysed and compiled into a 
consultation report which summarises 
the feedback. This will be published 
on the schemes’ website. We will then 
refine the design, incorporating the 
comments provided where practicable 

and complete our environmental 
assessment work. We will then 
undertake further consultation before 
seeking planning consent to build 
the scheme.

Subject to securing the necessary 
planning consent, construction of the 
scheme is expected to commence 
March 2020. 

Timeline

Further
consultation

Public
engagement period
July / August 2017 

2017
Late 2017 /
early 2018

2018 / 2019

2020

Further design and 
scheme re�nement

Application for planning 
consent and decision by 
Secretary of State

Commitment to start 
construction

What happens next?

Keeping in touch

 Online 
  Follow the links on: 

www.highways.gov.uk/a1scotswood

 Email 
 You can email your response to: 
 A1Scotswood.toNorthBrunton@ 

highwaysengland.co.uk 

 Post 
 You can post your response to us using    
 the pre-paid envelope provided.

 Phone 
 If you have any queries about this project   
 please contact us calling 0300 123 5000

Consultation responses
All responses should be returned by 
31 August 2017. 

When making comments please provide us 
with your name and address, or, if you prefer 
your comments to be anonymous, provide only 
your postcode. 

Further materials, including an electronic copy 
of this brochure and our public exhibition boards 
are available online or by contacting us using the 
details above.
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During our initial option development, 
we carried out targeted engagement 
with residents in Lemington, close to 
the A1 access slip road from Birchfield 
Gardens. During this engagement we 
proposed that we may have to close the 
access from Birchfield Gardens to the 
A1 northbound via the exit slip road 
at Denton (junction 75).

Following feedback from these 
engagement events we have undertaken 
further traffic modelling and assessment 
to establish if any improvements could 
be made to the access and the slip 
road to enable it to stay open.

This work has shown that there are 
options that would allow, subject to 
further design work and approval, 
keep the slip road open. Improvements 
would need to be made at this exit 
in order to improve safety. We will be 
incorporating these options as we further 
develop the design, this will allow us 
to conclude if the slip road can remain 
open. We would like to thank residents 
for their feedback and patience during 
this phase whilst we aim to deliver this 
important element of work.
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