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	Dear Parents and Carers,
As the weather becomes warmer and the evenings lighter, we are seeing an increase in young people climbing onto the roofs of schools, derelict buildings, and businesses in the local area.

We are asking for your support in speaking to your children about the real dangers and consequences of this behaviour.

The Risk of Serious Injury:

 Roofs are not designed to be stood or climbed on without proper training and safety equipment. Many roofs are fragile and can give way without warning — particularly older structures, garages, sheds, school buildings, or outbuildings with skylights or panels. What may look solid can easily collapse under a person’s weight. While climbing onto a roof may seem exciting or fun, it is extremely dangerous and the consequences can be devastating.
Damage and Criminal Consequences: 

Climbing onto buildings can also cause considerable damage. Broken tiles, damaged gutters, cracked skylights, and structural harm can lead to costly repairs and place others at risk.
Causing damage to property in this way may amount to criminal damage, which is a criminal offence. Such incidents will be dealt with robustly, and young people may face formal action where appropriate.

A Message from Your Local Policing Team 

Our local policing team is committed to keeping young people safe. We understand that as the weather improves, young people want to spend more time outdoors with friends. However, climbing onto roofs is not harmless fun — it places them at serious risk of injury and can result in criminal consequences that may affect their future.
We ask parents and carers to have open conversations with their children about:

Your support in reinforcing this message is greatly appreciated.

By working together, we can help prevent serious injuries and protect our young people from harm.

Thank you for your continued support.
Selby Neighbourhood Policing Team
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